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This is clearly demonstrated, further, by the fact that 251
persons, or 22.3 per cent of the people with no schooling,
are from 10-24 years of age, while 877 persons, or 77.7 per
cent of the people with no schooling, are 25 years of age
and over. On the other hand, 791 persons, or 86.8 per cent
of the total number of persons having completed from 1 to
4 grades, are within the age groups from 10 to 24 years,
while only 393 persons, or 33.2 per cent of the total number
of persons having from 1 to 4 grades of school, are 25 years
~of age or over.

A further clarification of the educational status of the
adult population is given in table 29, which presents the
schooling of heads of families in the surveyed area (nine-
teen persons within this group knew how to read or how
to read and write although they never had attended school).

TABLE 29
SCHOOLING OF HEADS OF FAMILIES

Total Age Groups
Last grade | __ . ¥
completed |
in school - Per ‘ 65 yrs.
No. Cent 15-19 20-24 25~29 30-34 | 35-44 45-54 | 55-64 | & over
860 100.0 6 950 88 96 245 196 ’ 90 49
*450 G- . .t 18 13 37 118 150 74 40
257 29.9 2 42 48 36 88 24 10 7
104 12.1 4 20 21 16 25 15 1
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! ']Nmeteen (19) of these persons know how to read or how to read and write but never attended
schoo

From the data above two facts stand out clearly: (1) that
only 1563, or 37.3 per cent of the total number of heads of
families who attended school, completed more than four
grades; and (2) that only 49, or 11.9 per cent of the total
number of heads of families, had completed 8 or more grades
of "school.

Social Problems:

The most serious social problems encountered during this
1nvest1gat10n were those of illiteracy, 1lleg1t1macy, alcohol
ism, desertion and separation.

Illiteracy: The illiteracy of persons 10 years of age and
over in the surveyed area (35.8 per cent) compares favorably
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with that reported for each one of the municipalities of
Arroyo (40.9 per cent), Patillas (56.6 per cent) and Maunabo
(53.6 per cent), and for Puerto Rico (41.4 per cent) in the
census of 1930, and is only higher than the illiteracy of the
urban zone of Puerto Rico (27.4 per cent) in that year (table
30). That illiteracy is a more serious problem among the
colored people than among the white is demonstrated by
this table, as it may be observed that the percentages of
illiteracy for the colored people are, with no exception, higher
than the percentages for white people.

Illegztzma,cy In analyzing this condition only the popu-
lation under 15 years has been taken into consideration. The
number of persons within this age is 1,906, of which 170, or
8.9 per cent, are under one year of age; 565, or 29.6 per
cent, are from 1 to 4 years; 6095, or 31.7 per cent, are from
d to 9 years, and 566, or 29.7 per cent ,are from 10 to 14 years
of age. One thousand and seventy-seven (1,077) of these
persons, or 56.5 per cent, are legitimate and 829, or 43.5 per
cent are illegitimate. The percentage of illegitimacy is
higher in children under one and 1-4 years, with 58.2 per cent
for the former and 52.2 per cent for the latter (table 31).

TABLE 30

ILLITERATE PERSONS 10 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER IN THE SURVEYED AREA; IN
ARROYO, PATILLAS AND MAUNABO (1930) AND IN PUERTO RICO (1930
CLASSIFIED BY COLOR

Illiterate Persons (IO'Years of Age and Over)

Area Total White Colored

Number | Per Cent | Number | Per Cent | Number | Per Cent

1,095 35.8 446

32.5 649 38.5

2,472 40.9 1,070 37.7 1,402 43.9
5,691 56.6 3,229 55.7 2,462 58.0
3,328 53.6 1,188 48.2 2, 140 57.3
452, 338 41.4 325, 769 39.9 126, 569 45.7
88, 712 27.4 54, 724 24.1 33,986 35.3
363, 626 47.2 271, 045 46.0 92, 583 51.3

The illegitimate persons have been classified as ‘‘legal-
ized”’ and ‘‘not legalized’’. Probably the term ‘‘legalized’’
has been improperly used, as the strict meaning of ‘‘legal-
ize’’ is to make lawful the unlawful; but in these cases, what
most usually happens is that the father of the child born out
of wedlock registers the birth in the Vital Statistics Regis-
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ter, recognizing the child as his, but the child remains illegi-
timate. According to our Civil Code the legitimation may
be accomplished only by the subsequent wedlock of the pa-
rents.* Nevertheless, should the civil status of the ‘‘legal-
ized’’ persons be considered as socially legitimate, the per-
centage of illegitimacy in persons under 15 years of age ir
the surveyed area would be reduced to only 17.2 per cent.

TABLE 31
SOCIAL CONDITION OF PERSONS UNDER 16 YEARS OF AGE
Illegitimate
Age Total [Legitimate
Not
Total Legalized | legalized
NUMBER
ALLEAGESS (5, . i elele o s < e 1, 906 1,077 829 501 328
Underikyeanii S5 ixk Savki . Z2x . 3 170 71 99 70 29
1— 4 years. £ 2 565 270 295 180 115
5— O years.... 605 370 235 140 95
10—14 years.... 566 - 366 200 111 89
PER CENT
ALLAAGES. I Hietrr vty oz il 100.0 56.5 43.5 60.4 39.6
Under 1 year... 8.9 41.8 58.2 70.7 29.3
1— 4 years. ... 29.6 47.8 52.2 61.0 39.0
5— 9 years. . s 31.7 61.2 38.8 59.6 40.4
10 SISy earss ty. s DA RS T T 2 29.7 64.7 35.3 55.5 44.5

The problem of illegitimacy 1s especially serious among
the colored people. Note that 30.6 per cent of the illegiti-
mate persons, all ages under 15 years comprised, are white,
while 69.4 per cent are colored. Of the illegitimate children
under one year of age, 36.4 per cent are white and 63.6 per
cent are colored; in all other ages from one to fourteen vears
the proportion of illegitimate colored persons is almost two
and a a-half times that of illegitimate white persons (ap-
pendix 11).

A comparison is offered of the legitimacy of persons un-
der 15 years of age in the surveyed area, and the legitimacy
of the births registered in the three municipalities of Arroyo,
Patillas and Maunabo, and by domicile in Puerto Rico dur-
ing the calendar year 1934. Although the two sets of data
are not strictly comparable, as the hirth data represent the

* Civil Code of Puerto Rico—Section 120, Edition of 1930.




