
NEWS ITEMS 

OPENING OF THE NEW INSANE HOBPn'AL 

On September 15, 1929 t he new insula r insane hospit a l near ltlo Piedras was 
formally opened and inaugurat ed by Governor Horace )1. Towner. This hospitnl 
is equipped t o care f or nearly one t housand patients and patients now housed 
ill ot her quarters will soon be moved t o the new institution. Addit ional pa ients 
will also be admit ted for treatment, 'rho most mode rn and up -to-date equipment 
and appliances have been installed in thi s new institution and the buildings have 
been planned alon g the line of the most advanced thought in hospi tal con
struction. I t is est imated that nearly two thousand peop le at tended the formal 
opening of th e insane hospital and inspected the buildin g and grounds. F' or the 
first time Porto Rico now p08SeSIleS mod ern facilities for the ca re and t rea tment 
of cases of mental disease. 

OPENING OF THE BAN JUAN DIS'lRIOT HOSPITAL 

On Sep tember 22, 1929, the San Juan District Hospital a tllliated wit h the 
School of Tropica l Medicine was formally opened by Governor Horace )[, Towner. 
The San Juan District Hospital has a total of fo rty-four beds of which thirty
three are f ree for the usc of the municipalities nearest to San Junn. There arc 
a lso seven private aud fou r semi-p rivata bode. T ho hospital is part ieulurly suited 
to cert ain needs of t he island which hav e long been recognized. Being uffi lint cd, 
and so closely associated physically, with th e School of Tro pical Medieiue it is 
t he plau t o use th is hospl tnl fo r the benefit of the isla nd as a diu gnostic insti
t ut ion. Here the obscure cases of tropical disease may be sent f or d iugnosls 
an d treatment. The laboratory faeiliti es of the School of Tropical :Medicine a rt.' 
at the disposal 0 the hospital for diagnostic purposes and specialists ill p,.lholug;" 
pamsitology, chemistry an d bac teriology are available for consnltati on. 

Dur ing the present yea r, due to a lack of funds, it will be p ossible f or t he 
hospital to run ouly tw ent y beds , or less th an half capacity, bu t wit hin n year it 
is hoped that the full f :leili ti es of this institution lUa~· be available to th e 
Island. 

OPENING OF THE PONOE DIS'rRIOT HOSPITAL 

On October 5, 1929, the P once District H ospita l was fo rmally open ed b~' 

Dr. Antonio Fern6s Ise rn, Assistant Commiss ioner of the Insular He alt h De
part ment. Th e Ponce H ospi tal is the second district hospital in the I sland nud 
has II bed capacity of seven ty-three at present though with fu rt her equipment this 
institution lila)" be nble to ca re tor n total of 113 pa t ients . 'I'he beds at present 
are divided as follows i Free .. _ 55. Private .. . 18. 

The hospital is equipped with the most modern applia nces t or the care of 
all types of diseases falling within th e scope of general medicine and surgery. 
There is also a ward to be devoted to obstetrics. The P once Ho spitnl will ca re 
f or patients coming from th e districtll nea rest to P once according to- an app or ti on
ment plan which has been prepa red by the Insula r Department of Healt h. The 
Dir ector of the Ponce District Hospitul is Dr. O. Goyco. 
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EXPEDITION RETURNS 

Late in September Dr . Paul Bartsch and Dr. Willian. A. Hoffman returned 
from their two months' cxpeditton to the West Indian Islands, South of Porto 
Rico. This expedition was undertaken for the purpose of collecting acientific 
material of interest in these islands. Dr. Bartsch, Curator of :'.Iollusks of the 
Unitcd States National Museum, was particularly interested in obtaining speci
mens relat ed to his field while Dr. Hoffman of the School of 'I' ropical :\Iedicillc 
collected snails, mosquitoes and biting gn at s. The full importance of this ex
pedition will not lie known for some time until the material collected is sorted 
and classified, but Dr. Bartsch bas described the venture as II highly successful 
one and of great scientific value. 

STUDENTS IN THE SCHOOL OF TROPIOAL MEDICINE 

Fifteen graduate sruueute have so far l'egistered in the School of 'I'ropical 
Medicine for the )'ear 1929-1930. Most of these students are candidates for 
higher degrees (C, T. M.,:?vI. A. or Ph. D.). Courses elected include Mycology, 
Bacteriology, Helminthology, Bio-Chemical Methods, Research in Bacteriology 
and Mycology, Research in Public Health, Epidemiology, Laboratory diagnosis, 
Pathology nnd Out-Patient Clinice. 

BELGiAN FELLOW COMES TO SOHOOL OF TROPICAL MEDICINE 

Dr. Joseph Dermal, Fellow of the C. H. B. Educational F'oundatlon (Corn
mission for Relief in Belgium), 'Iri11 come to the School of Tropical Medicine ill 
Xovember to study tropical diseases until next JUIlC. Dr . Dorrnul is f'rou; Belgiulll 
and bas spent the past year at the School of Hygiene and Public Health at 
Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore. lie is at present "isiting other insti
tutions in the United States and following his year in Porto Rico he will viait 
the new Gorgas Memorial Institute in Panama. 

DISTInoT MEDICAL MEETING AT ARECIBO, SUNDAY, OCT. 13 

The Porto Rico Medical Association held a district meeting in Arecibo on 
Sunday, October 13. Among other papers presented at the meeting were two 
given by members of the fneulty of the School of Tropical Medieine and visiting 
professors. Dr. Fruncia 'V. 0 'Connor spoke on his reeent work in Filariasis 
while Dr. P . Morales Otero presented a report on recent investigation of Undulant 
Fever in Porto Rico. The next district meeting of tho Porto Rico Medical As
sociation will be held in Cayey sometiwe in November. 

MONICII'AL TUBERCULOSIS HOSPITAL 

On October 14, 1929 a hosp ital ror t uberculosis patients was opened in the 
city of Caguas, Porto Rico. 

This is the first tuberculosis hospital in Porto Rico to be established on u 
cooperative basis. Land for the institution was obtained by public subscription, 
tbe municipality of Caguas provided the building and it will be operated by the 
Department of Health and the local municipal authorities. 

The administrative actlvltlcs will be carried on througb the TuberculosiJ 
Dispensarv of the Depa rtment of Health already established in Caguas, 
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DR. O'CONNOR RETURNS TO PORTO RICO 

Dr. Francis W. O'Connor, Associate Professor in Medicine at Columbia 
University, returned to Porto Rico ill August to continue his work on filarial 
lyurphangifis in Porto Rico. After remaining in Porto Rico through the mouth 
of October he returned to his post at the Medical Ceuter 011 New York. 

SACCA1tDO'S SYLLOGE FUNGORUM. 

Dr. William J. Matheson (Matheson Encephalitis Commission) of Lloyd 
Neck, Huntington, Long Island, has presented to the library of the School of 
Tropical Medicine the 26-volume set of Sncenrdo's Syllogc Fungorum. This 
notable work conta ins the description in Latin of nearly 140,000 species of fungi 
and represents a decided acquis ition to the School's library. This work is priced 
at the present time at nearly $1,600. 

Dr. Matheson has also given to the School the sum of $2,000 for the pur
pose of aiding certain research problema now in progress in the department of 
bacteriology of the School. 

COMMISSIONER PEDRO N. ORTIZ TO HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

Dr. Pedro N. Ortiz has received an invitation to deliver :j, series of two or 
three lectures at the Harvard School of Public Health sometime in January. 
It is probable that Dr. Ortiz will go to the mainland near the end of December 
and will visit Harvard University after the holidays. 

FELLOWSHIP FOR DR. PABLO MORALES OTERO 

Dr . Pablo Morales Otero has been appointed a fellow by the Rockefeller 
Foundation for the year 1930-31. Dr. )Jorales will leave for the United States 
in September 1930 and will spend the year doing research in bacteriology, the 
place of work to be decided upon at a later date. 

OFFICE OF THE JOtJRNAL OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND TROPICAL
 
MEDICINE
 

'I'he office and headquarters of the Porto Rico Journal of Public Health 
and Tropical Mediclne have been moved from the Insular Health Department to 
the School of Tropical Medicine, All communications should be addressed to 
THE MANAGING EDITOR, School of 'I'ropical Medicine, San .Juan, P. R. 

MEETINGS AT THE SCHOOL OF TROPIOAL MEDICINE 

The regular meetings at the School of Tropical Medicine for the coming 
year are as follows: 

October: 
Thursday Oct. 3.--Seminar. Dr. P. Morales Otero. 
Thursday Oct. 10.-San Juan District Hospital Staff Meeting. 
Thursday Oct. 17.-Clinic. Dr. Jos~ Belaval, 
Thursday Oct. 24.-0Iinico·Pathological Conference. 
Thursday Oct. 31.-Semina.r. Dr, Arturo Carri6n. 
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No vember: 
Th ursday Nov . 7.-Clinic . Dr. M. Diaz Garcia .
 
Thursday ~ov . H.- Sun Juan District Hospital Staff ~Icelin g.
 

Thursday Nov. 21.-Clinico-P atholollical Couferenc...
 
Thursday Nov. 28.-Holiday. Thanksgiving.
 

Decem ber: 
Th ursday Dec. 5.-Seminar. Dr. E. B. MeKinle)·.
 
'I'hursday Dec. l2.-San .I uan District H ospital Staff Mel't,ing.
 
'I'hursday Dec. 19.-Clin ic. Dr. Wm . H. Torgerson,
 
'Thursday Dec. 2o.-Christmll s holidays.
 

J anuar f : 
Th ursday Jau. 2.-Semiuar. Dr. Wm. Iloffman .
 
Th ursday J an. O.-Snn Juan Dis trict Hospitul Stuff Meeti ng.
 
Thur sday Jnn, l o.- Clini c. Dr . Walter A. Gliues.
 
Thursday .Inn . 2:l.-Clinico-Patho logica l Conference.
 
T'hu rsdny .Inn. 30.-!3emina r. Dr. Hail ey K . Ashford.
 

Feb r nar it : 
Th ursday F eb, 6.-Dr. D. H. Cook.
 
T hursday Feb, 13.-8a11 Juan Dist ri ct H ospi tal taft' ~1: ecting .
 

Th ursday F eb. 20.-Clinic. Dr . Rnm61l Huurez.
 
Thursday Feb. 27.-Clinieo·Pathological Conference.
 

.l[(Irch: 
Th ursdny Mar. 6.-Seminar. Dr . Hans Smeta na.
 
Th ursda y Mar. 13.-San Juan Dist rict H ospital Staff Meeting.
 
Thursday Mar. 20.-Clinic. Dr. J orge del Toro.
 
'I'hursday Mar. 27.-Clinico·Pathologic al Confe rence.
 

.&pr il: 
'I'hursday April 3.--Semina r. Dr. George W. Bachman.
 
Thursday April 10.-8au Juan District Hospital St a ff Meeting .
 
Thursday April l 7.-Clillic. Dr. Martin O. de la Rosa .
 
Thursday April 24.-Clinico·Pathological Conference.
 

May: 
Thurs day May l.-Seminar. Dr . Antonio Fern6s Isern.
 
Thursduy MR)' 8.-8on .Iuan District Hospital Staff Meeting'.
 
Thursday ~Iay I5 .-Clinic. Dr . Wm . Galbreath.
 
Thursday Mar 22.-Clinico.Pnth ologicitl Conference.
 
'I'hu rs day May 29.- Seminnr. Dr. .Ionnro Suarez.
 

Oth er clinics and public addresses will be gh'en fr om time to ti me and sp ecial 
not ices of these will be g iven out in ndvnnce, 

PERSONALS 

Dr. Will iam Torgerson arrived in San Juan the latter part of August to 
become Associa t e Medica l Direct or of the Presbyteri an H ospital in Santurce. 
Dr. To rgerson is Associate Prof essor of Tropical Surgery in th e Sch ool of 
'I' ropienl Medicine. 

Dr. William Galbreath spent September and October in th e United States 
and while there attended the meeting of the American College of Surgeons. 
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Dr . Hans Smetana, Assist ant Professor of Path ology in the School of 
Tropical Medi cine, arrived in September f rom the Univers ity of Vienna, Vienna, 
Austria. 

MiM LUI Dalman, former Assistant in Mycology at the Bchool of Tropical 
Medicine, haa aeeepted a position ill the Department of Dermatology at the 
Medical Center, Columbia. University, New York City. 

Dr. Oscar Oosta- Mandry is on a visiting tour of Public Health Laboratoriee 
in the Unit ed Stat s fur three or four mon hs , 

Mr. A. M. Goodman of the International He alth Board of the Rockefeller 
Foundation returned to Porto Rico for several weeks in September and October 
to inspect the work he inaugurated during the previous year for malaria control. 

Dr. R. Cif erri, of Santo Domingo, spent a week work ing in mycology at the 
School of Tropical Medicine in September. Dr. Ciferri will return again for 
a month'a visit at the Sc11001 in November of this year. 

Mr. Manuel Perez, Chief of the Department of Vital Statistics of the Insular 
Health Department, spent some time in the United 8tate8 recently studying vital 
statistics on the mainland. 

Dr. Georg e Dowling, Lieut. Commander, United States Navy, has received 
his orders llssigning him to the School of Tropical Medicine for the year 1929
1930. Dr . Dowling pla ns 11) do his major work in mycology and c arr~' on research 
in the clinical and laboratory phases of this subject. 

FREE DISTRIBUTION OF THE JOUBNAL 

With the change in policy of the editors of t he P orto Rico Journal of 
Public Heal t h and Tropical Medicine to continue the old Review on a quarterly 
basis it has become neeessnry to revise the mailing list. During the past two 
years t he free distribution of this pub licati on has increased remarkably due to 
the many request s of inst itutions and private individua ls. We tind it now im
possible to continue t he former policy of mailing th e publicat ion to all of th ose 
who have been receiving it and to those new names which are constantly being 
added. Beg inning wit h t he first qua rt erly numb er (September, 1929) the free 
distribut ion of t he .Jou rna1 will be confined to the following: 

( 1) Medicul School librartes "f Universit ies t hroughout the world. 
(2) Th e medical research institute lib ra ries. 
(3) To Public Health Departments. 
(4) To selected educators and scientiats. 
( 5 ) To University libraries not having medical schools. 
( 6) To physicians and public health officers of Porto Rico. 
(7 ) To heads of governments and legislators. 

To 1111 others not falling into one of th e ca tegories mentioned above it will 
he necessary to place th e Jo urual upon a subscription basis. 'I'he annual sub 
scription has been placed at $2.00 . 


