
THE SAN JUAN DISTRICT HOSPITAL 

PEDIW N. ORTIZ 

Commiaaioner of Health. 

According to Act No. 13, Special Session of the Legislature of 
Porto Rico, 1923, the issuance of bond's of the people of Porto Rico in 
the amount of $6,000,000 for the construction of public improvements, 
was authorized. 

Among other items, funds were provided for the construction and 
extension of the following institutions all under the control of the 
Department of Health as follows: 

Insane IIoapital $750,000 

Leper Hospital __________________________________ 100,000 
Institute for Blind Children .:____ 50, 000 
For the Insular Sanutorium _______________________ 100,000 
For four Insular Hospitals at a eost of $100,000 each 400,000 

The San Juan District Hospital erected at a cost of $100,000 and 
built on a lot to the rear of the School of Tropical Medicine and 
facing the new boulevard recently constructed, i'9 one of the four 
district hospitals. Another district hospital -was constructed in Ponc e 
also at a cost of $100,000. Although both hospitals, according to law, 
are under the control of the Department of Health, nevertheless, the 
San Juan District Hospital, due to its location and taking into consid­
eration, clinical facilities available, will he used by the School of 
'I'ropical Medicine for clinical material and for teaching purposes. 
The two remaining district hospitals have not yet been constructed. 

The Commisioner of Health of Porto Rico, in studying the best 
location for this new hospital in the northern district, selected the 
best site, taking into consideration it's proximity to the School of 
Tropical Medicine and the mutual advantage which could be derived 
from this association. 

One of the first obstacles met before the district hospital could be 
'started was the impossibility of the muni cipality of San Juan to 
transfer the Municipal Jail and the fire engine station from an old 
building, which was on the lot where the hospital was going to be 
erected. Nevertheless, after repeated attempts, the Attorney General 
granted a temporary lot on the east side of the Insular Penitentiary 
and a frame building was constructed for the jail. Immediately the 
old building was demolished. In this way, the School of Tropical 
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Medicine and the Sa n J uan Distr ict 110 sp ital have made a unit and 
one central pa tio is common to both inst itutions, In this cent ral 
patio an animal house and a garage that can accommodate ten cars 
have been constructed. 'rile surround ings have been graded down 
an d beautiful lawns with ornamental plant s ha ve converted this place 
in to one of the most. attrac tive spots of San J nan. Although the San 
-Juan District Hosp ital is a governmen t inst itut ion which according 
to law is nuder the control of the Department of Health, never theless, 
the organization has been made and plans have been adopted through 
mutual agreement bet ween the Director of th e School of 'I'ropieal 
Medi cin« and the Commission er of H ealth of Po rto Rico, as follows ; 

Dr. P edro • r . Ortiz, Com11l ission('r of TIcalth,� 
D r. Enrl B. :\fcKi nley, Direct or of Tr ollical Medicine.� 
Dr. Juan A. POllS. Resident. Ph ysician.� 
Dr. David E . Garcia, I nterne.� 

Visiting PhYllicians 

Bailey K . Ash forl1 lfed icinc.� 
J ose 8. Belava l., Pediatrics (mel Chic] of Visiting Staff .� 
Pedro ~ . Orti z .Comlllunieablc Diseases.� 
Antonio F ern 6s Isern Comnlllnieable DisCM CS of Chi ldr 1/ .� 

Ma r t in O. de III Rosa .Comlllunicablc Diseases.� 
Ra mon ::'or. Su firl'z M cdici1IC.� 
J l'naro Su rirez .Jfcdici nc.� 
Jor~tl de l Toro .SuTgcry .� 

Laboratory Stat( 

En r iquo Koppiseh ., Patl&ology.� 
Pablo ::'oIor ulCll Otero B acteriology.� 
Luis Hcrnfiudez., ClwlIIist ry (C lin ical) .� 

CODBnltants 

George ' V. Ba chman P arasitoloqg,� 
Arturo L. Carri6n Derllla tology .� 
D. II . Cook Cllemis try.� 
J ose C. Ferrer Uro logy.� 
Y. Dlaz Garefa Surgcry . 
William R. Galbreath Trop ica l Medicine.� 
Walter A. Glin es J[edie ine and Urolog y .� 
Franci co J . IIl'rn iindez_-Clinical Pa thology .� 
W. A. Hoffman Parasitology . 
Mario Julia- .NcuTology .� 
Antonio MayoraL Radiology.� 
N . Quinones J im(ml'z Oto·rhino.laryngology. 
Hans Smetana Pathology.� 
William R. Torgcrson .Tropieal Su.rgery.� 
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The hospital, which is being speedily equip ped, will be ready for 
inauguration in th e early part of September of the present year. It 
is to be expected th at the general business and cienti fie organization 
of this institutio n will be a standard, as the most modern methods 
and ideas have been adopted. I n order to est ablish the methods of 
admission of patient s to the District Hospital's of th e In sular Gov­
ernment, two of which have already been const r ucted, the following 
law is in force at th e present time: 

"TO ESTADLI SIJ Tnt: J.!1.'T HOD OF AD:lIISSION OF PATI EN TS TO DISTRI CT nOSPITALS 

OF TIlE IN S ULAR GOVERN:lIEN'r, AND POR OTHER P URPOS E8 • 

••Be it enacted by the IJegis/at ure of P orto R ico : 
•• Section 1.- 'l'11C numbe r of beds i n district hospitals ahall be a ppor ti oned 

proportionately to the number of inh a bitants of ea ch mun icipali ty of th e island, 
and the number of beds corresponding to ea ch municip ali ty shall be occupied 
by patients from the said mu nicipaliti es on pe t i tion of t he muni cipal author­
ities and upon the ir certifica te a s t o the conditions of insolvency and residence 
of th e pati cn t; P rovided, Tha t the Commissioner of Health ma y reserve in allY 
of the dis trict hospi ta ls out of the quotas hereinbef or e fixed, a number of beds 
not to exceed t wenty -fi ve pe r ccn t fo r the admission ot cases of specia l scientific 
interest or of specia l interest f or the public health. 

•• Secti on 2.- The admission and discha rg e of pa t ients shall be governed by 
the rules and regu lations that rna)' be made b)' the Oommlsaioner of Health 
and by d ir ect ion of the medical authorities of the Ho sp ita l, to whom shall be 
transmitted , in th e ma nner directed by t he Commissioner of Health, the peti t ion 
tor admission p ursuant to Section 1 her eof . Th e . Hospital sh all a t t end such 
cases as mu)· be sa f isfacto rtly benefited by reason of its f aci lities f or dia gnosis 
and treatment at it s disposa l, but cases of mental diseas es or cases tha t a ffect 
the good operation of th e hospital sha ll not be a dmi tted] P rovided, That quota s 
from pay-patients sha ll be covered in to a special f und fo r general expenses of 
the hospital. 

.. Section 3.- E xpens es for the transportation of pati ents shall be a cha rge 
on the municipalities, 

" Section 4.- All laws or parts of laws in couillct herewith a re hereby 
repealed. 

•• Section 5.-It is hereby decla red tha t an emergency exists which requires 
that this Act shall take effect immediately after i ts a pproval. 

,. Approved, Apri l 30, 19Z8." 


