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'I' he mortality from tu berculosis in Po r to Rico is and always ha s 
b~ell hi gh . It h,{s sh own vnt- iatious from ypal' to yea r, but llO d efinite 

tend euey to come down . In t he last . lIill t' t t'1'1l v enrs. th e hi ghe st 
tuberculosis uiortal itv rat es have hevn 2li7 ill t he vcar 1!l27, 240 i ll 

th u ,\ '('HI' l!I :W. 2 :~:i in t he .'"(' HI' 1!l28. and 222 ill t he ~' t':lI' 1!11 1. The 
lowest j'at es we re l ;H in ! ~ll ·!, 1·1 1:1 i n Hn:l, and lfi! in W13. 

Th e compa rat ively low t nhorculosi» death mtos 1'1'0 111 1!112 t o lUlIj 
correspond to a period of \ ' ('1' .'" low general death ra tes in 1he island, 
tli tl exac t (' all'st'S of wlu ch would Ill' diffi cult to point out . 

T he high death rates fro m 1!l2:i to ! !127 might he H S ( ~ T'i l){'d to 
better diagnosis and more g'l'lIeral rep ort ing of east's of tuberculosis 
to th e H ealth ()('IHII·!IIH'(It. as a result of t he anti-tuberc ulosis calli
paign of t he Department, wh ich bega n ill 1!l2-l. 

How t h t' Department of [Ieal th has sueeedc d i ll St' l:lll'ing' bett er 
reportiug of cases of tuberculosis . t h-ough t.he jo int e j-j'o l'Is or the 
Bureau of Tuberculosis and th e Bureau or Epidcmiolngv, can he s('('n 
from th e g raph inserted 01 1 pag e 4aa. 

In the y ea r 1!l2:1, 1,62!1 ('aSPS of tu berculosis wer e reported, while 

in 1928 , 5,HIO easea werc report ed to th e Health Department hy 

physicians. The number of deat hs f'rom t ube rc ulosis reported were, 
~ ,6 8!) in 1D2:1, and :1,607 in 1!12l:l. 

E collom ic cond iti on s, for II large proport ion of t he population of 
Porto Rico, are such as to faeifitata the inroads of all th ose diseases 
which are caused directly or indirectly by a poor nutrition. Laborers 
arc very poorly paid ( 7:') cents a day as all average, even in the huge 
American-owned sugar factori es, wh er e the net profits of the absentee 

1 0110 of a s(~r ies of studies made under the dlrcetlon of Dr . Hnven Emer-son in a. cou rs a 
on " P u btic-H en lth P r oblem. " J:ir en at th e School of 'I'ropienl 1l cdidllo i ll :\[ nrch , 1928, 

·l3 1 
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owners amount to several m ill ion dollars a vea r ) and work is UD

stable , There is a 'seaso n of th e year when th e la borer can find work 
nowhere. This season will last six months in some places. 

Desperate economic condit ions create overcrowding and very low 
standards of living- in the poor barrios of all the towns. Ove rcrowd
in g ic undoubtedly one of th e most important predisposing CRuses of 
tuberculosis in P orto Rieo. 

Lac k of proper f ood is another cause. Large famili es and extrem
( I ~' low in comes kee p h undreds of thousands of people continually on 
the vl'rge of st arvation, 

Recent migra ti on of the peasa nts from the mountain regions
\l" hl'rl' tht·y had l ived for a long t ime in compa rat ive isola ti on-to 
rht- urban een tr- rs of pop ulation , especially after th e great war, has 
h l' l'll se t forth m; 11 th eory to expla in ' th e incre ase ill mortalit y from 
t uber culosis d uring' th e pa st few years, 

F crllos 1 8 ('1' 11, ( POI'tO R i('o llellltJI Review, Vol. 1, ?\o. 4, page 3) 
states the following': 

" Of course P orto Rico is grndua lly betoming an industrial country . It has 
alwa~\' s been a nd is 1I0W ngricul tnfllI. TIle country people enlled '.ifb{lro.~'-m ean· 

ing bashf ul, bnekwa rd , hick -e-hn ve lived for generations widely scattered lip and 
down hilI and valley in .the ir th a tc hed hut lind surrounde d by th eir own minor 
plnntnt.ions, lurving ver y little contact wit-h eac h other, (lila leading a lifo of toil 
and hn rdship. Becau se of an lll-bnlaneod die t, because of th eir in ti mate as socia
fion with th e IlliokwoMn nnd with th e plasm odium of Lavernu, the former thriving 
in th e highlnuds and th e lnttc r in the sugar-cane fields of the lowlands, th e MIra! 
popula tio n cannot be ' -cry res istant t o th e massive Infecti ons of th o bacillus 01 
Ko ch. " 

,. They lac k the relati.e immun ity which city life offers thr ough repeated 
eontnct with t uberc ulosi s in sma ll doses. " 

"Is it t hen st ra nge that the t ube rcu losis death rate is on the upward trend 
when t hese people migra te in to to wns and cities, locate into poor surrounding s 
and enter upon shop and factory labor! P ers ona lty I anticipate still higher 
tuberculosis rates for a number of years to come until n cer ta in steady equili 
brium in the distribution of our population is reached. But if tho fight is not 
kept ,up matters will be still worse, and 't his ca nnot be permitted," ? 

The eye lone which swept over P orto Rieo on the l:Jth of Scptem
her , 1928, has brought about a tremendous in crease in mortality in 
th e 'months following. Th e total number of deaths from all causes 
in Porto Ri co in th e fiscal yea r 1927-28 was 29,682. In the fir st 
nine months of 1928- 29. the number of deaths from all causes 
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amounted to :n ,466. This means that the death rate will increase 
th is year from 20.4 to 26 per 1,000 population, approxima tely . 

Tubercul osis mortali ty JUIS shown a cor responding increase. 
Whereas the total number of deaths from tuber culosis in 1927-28 W8IJ 

3,607, in t he first nine months of 1928-29 it ha s been 3,205; This will 
br ing up th e tuberculosis mor tality this year from 248 per 100,000 
population to somethin g lik e 270 per 100,000 population-s-au alarm
ing proportion, to be sure, which we hope will come down rapidly 
after tho conditions created by th e cyclone have ceased to exist. 

Dlstrlbution ot Deaths. 

The distribution of deaths from tu berculosis during the past five 
years, is fairly well shown by the map on page 4:l5: 

All 'shown here, the lowest tuberculosis death rates arc to be found 
in the mountain municipalities of Maricao (24), Barros (78), Jayuya 
~RO) , Las Marias (H7) and Ad juntas (95 ) . In all these muniei
palities, the population is OVCI' 90 per cent rural, and over 80 per 
cent white, 

The highest tuberculosis death rates are in the coast muniei
pal iti es of Rio P iedras (494), Mayagiiez ( 45:~ ), San .Juan (423 ) , 
Guayama (416) , Aguad.lla (;~ 97), Ponce (377 ) and in the muni
cipality of Cagu as (362). Th e high death rate from tuberculosis 
given by Hio Piedras must he attributed largely to th e fact that the 
Insular Tuberculosis H ospital is locat ed here. 

In San .Juan, Pon ce, Mayagii ez and Caguas, 8 large proportion of 
the population liv es in urban condit ions. 

Death Bates According to Density of Population. 

The following graph SCI'TIlS to 'show some relation between the 
density of population and th e t uberculosis death rate in Porto Rico. 

TUBERCULOSIS MORTALITY IN PORTO RICO IN 'UBBAH AND� 
RURAL ABEAS� 

(Baaed on Average Death Rates or Five Yean, 1923-28)� 
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Death Bate According to Bace. 

'I'he tuber culosis mortality in Porto Rico i~ higher among the 
eolored population than amorur the whites, The following graph 
illnstrnte'H this : 

"l'lJBERCULOSIS MORTALITY IN PORTO RICO ACCOBDING TO RAOE 
(lg23-1928) 

o IIJO 1'.0 :If'll 

1!l2!-24 
'Wblte, 194 ,~ .. ... , ... 

I I I I . 
'CoIor~d. :!31.l .. . .. . . . . 

IIIH-2; 
Wblle, 188.7 ... ..... 

Colored , 193.7 ........� 

1t2:i-26 
"Ill~. 2IG.7.. . .. .. . 

Colored, 333 ... .. .. ... i 
I 

It\l6-.27 . I 
Wlll~, ~1 .1 ....... .. I ! 

Co)ored. 8W ......... . 
i I� 

1927-28 
Wblle, 2~OA . .. .. . . I�I I�Co)ored, 271.2 ....... ..� I II 

As shown in this char t , the reduction ill tuberculosis mortality in 
the year 1927-28, was mainly due to a great reduction (22.5 per 
eent ) in the tuberculosis death rate among colored people. '1'he tu

berculosis death rate seems to be more variable from year t.o year 
among the eolored than among the white part of the population. 

'I'he high tuberculosis death rate among' colored people might be 
due to the fact that they are usually among the poorest classes in 
all communities. 

-..naltty According to Sex. 

The incidence of tuberculosis in Porto Rico seems to be greater in 
the female than in the male sex. Tuberculosis mortality statistics 
during the past five years, showed that the number of deaths from 
tuberculosis occurring among' females .was from one and a half to two 
times greater than the number of deaths from the same cause among 
males. The Iolowing graph illustrates this: 
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DEATH RATES FROM TUBERCULOSIS IN PORTO RICO, ACCOBDDICl� 
TO SEX 1923-1928� 

RAT>: l'KIl lW,' LO POJ'l'I •.\T ' O N 
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In the United States, tuberculosis mortality is higher in males than 
m fcmnlcs , when all ages arc considered. The following table gives 
an idea of th e prevalence of male over female deaths from tuber
culosis. in th e United States Hegis tl'llti on Area, ill th e vears 1923, 
,H l24 and 1!l~5 , 

TUBERCULOSIS DEATH RATES PER 100,000 POPULATION, BY SEX. IN� 
THE UNITED STATES REGISTRATION AREA� 

(1923-1924-1925)� 
- - - ,- - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - 

1\'2:1 I I 
U;).:! I:lt~I:::;l: ~ : : : ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::I 811,8 ! 

! 

The higher t uberc ulosis death rates am ong females ill Porto Rico 
could be attributed to t he indoor life usually le(l by the women, 
ospecia llv in the towns. and to thI' fa ct that it is th e woman of the 
hou se who usually takes care or the tuberculous put ient, and thus has 
th e most opportunities for contagion, from personal contact. 

Frequent pregnan cies ann t he care of large numbers of children 
1:1'(' oth er ca uses which predixpose women to diseases such as tuber
r- nlosis. 

The frequency of illegit imate 1I Il i OIl S, where the fa ther has no legal 
obligations and often abandons mother and ch ild ren to their fate. 
constitutes another possible cause for th e high incidence of diseases 
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such HIl tuber culosis among' young WODll'U , ~1 (' I'e girls lire often seen 
with two or three child re n depending on them for subsist ence. The 
burden is ofte nti mes too much for th em, especially since work for 
uneduca ted wom en is very sca re!', and very poorly remunerated when 
found. Working women in Porto Hivo rarely gopt more than fifty 
cent's a day in factory or field . 

Mortality According to Age, 

T uber culo sis morta lity stat ist ics acco rd ing to age alon e in Porto 
Ilieo, show that the high est mortality occurs in th e age-groups 20 to 
25 and :30 to 40, and the lowpst i ll the age- grou p 0 to 15, 

NUMBER OF DEATHS FROM TUBERCULOSIS IN PORTO RICO,� 
ACCORDING TO AGE� 

(1923-1925)� 

lfI:!3- :.!t 

t~nllt \r Ih ft~ar s : . . . . ... . .. .. . . . . • .• . . . . . . . . ... . . . .. . . 198� 
15 tt. 2C 1 •••••• • ••• • • • • • • • ••• • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 3·m� 
20 L4 1 ~;) " • • ••• •• • • 0 . 0 • •• • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • •••• • •• • • • •• • f 9:> 
2:, to 30 •.. .. . . .. .. • . • • . . . . . . . . . •. • . . . .. . . ... . • . • . . . . . . . . . f>l ~ 

30 to ~ 'J . r.,;! ! 
~(} I Itf\·( .l~ ~ )" l' :~ rs:: ::::.. .:.:::::::::::::: :::: :::: ::I 3 ;~ 

In t he Uuited States, aeeordiug to age alone, the highe st mortality 
n -om t ubercul osis occurs dur ing t he age gro ups 20 to ~4 , 25 to 2~1 
and :)0 to :W. Dur ing t h« vea rs , 1!1 2:J, HJ2-1- an d 1!12:1, the deaths 
from t u berculos is in t he age-groups 20 to 2-1-. 2:1 to 2!1 lind :JO to 39 
comprised 46.2 per eent of t lll' total 1I I1Ill l)(' l' of lll'ath s Ir om tu be r 
-ulosis. In Po rto Hico t he n um ber oj' deaths in t ll('se three age
{! ro llps du r ing' till' same ~-!'l1rs , \\'lIS :I(j.S pel' cr-n t of t he to ta l number 
of tu berculosis deaths, 

Th e deaths oeeurr ing in the 1II!P -I! I'OllpS under 20 compr ised 21.1 
p el' cent. of the total number of tubercu los is deaths in the Un ited 
Sta tes durinsr t he years HI2:3, Ul24 and 1925, and ] 7.4 per cent ill 
Porto Hico : while in th e age-group ahovc 40, t he nl1l1111e1' of deaths 
oeonrring in t hu ti nite<} Rtates comprised :12.6 pel' eeut of the total 
number of deaths in that count ry, and 2;;.7 per cent in Porto R.ico. 

MortaUty According to Age and Sex. 

Tuberculosis mortal ity statistics according to different age groups 
in t he male and female sexes, are la cking in Porto Rico except for 
the first semester of the fiscal year EJ27-28. Statistics during this 
semes ter seem to show that til bereul osis mortality in t Ill' female SeX 

il-' h igher "tha n in 1Jl1l11.'s in all ag e-groups pxcept. abov e the age of fiO. 

http:�.�...........�.�
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Nl1Ml1ER OF DEATHS FROM TtmERCULOSIS IN PORTO RICO, FROM� 
JULy TO DECEMBER, 1928, ACCORDING TO AGE AND SEX� 

---- - - _._ -- - - - - - - - - - - ----_ ..

Under If>)-ellr" __ . '0 19 
FroID 15 to 19 )·unrli . . . . . . . • • . . • . . • • • .. • • •• • •• •• • • • • • , 0 • •••• •• ••••••••••••• 78 15J� 
f!~r()111 ~} to 24 •• . • • • .• .• •••••• ••. • ••••• • •••• • • •• ••• " • • • • • • • • • •••• 163 2'~1 

From 2.J, to ~lo9 " •• • • • • •• • • • • ' • • • •• • • •• • • •• •• ••• • •••• • •• ••••• • •••••• • ••• • • • h'J 19l 
~'rom 311 to 39 . :lW. 166 
~'rom 40 t" 49 ' . .. .. • .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. . • .. . . . 129 13l 
O. " r 1i0 yen es . 136 113 

The estimated male population in Porto Rico in ]928 was 747,]88. 
The female population was 742,:3:31. 

Child ren below one year of age rarely die from tuberculosis in 
Porto Rico , according to our mortality statistic-so The tuberculosis 
death rate among in fants in the year 1927-28, wall .07 per cent. The 
actual number of deaths was 38. Of these 27 were pulmonary, 6 
were intestinal, and 5 were classified a~ , . of other organs." Doubt
less many deaths occurring in children from tuberculous meningitis, 
miliary tuberculosis, etc. , are wrongly classified among the deaths 
from "diarrhea and enteritis," "congenital debility," etc. 

According to age and sex, tubereulosis mortality in the United 
States is higher in males in all age-groups before 10 and after :35. 

TUBERCULOSIS DEATH RATES PEB 100,000 POPULATION IN THE� 
trNITED Si'ATES BEGISTRATION AREA, ACOORDING� 

TO SEX AND AGE� 

I 192~ 1920IIf.l3Alru 
:Mu.les ' Fe ma les Male. FOlDale. Males Females 

---!-- ----------
Under Iyesr ..... ...... .. ..... ..... . .. 91.3 79.1 811.8 14.1 16.5 f>6.4� 
I to 4 re.. r. .. ........ ........ .... ...... 37.7 aid 36.9 S2.~ 3t.1 29.0� 
Under e year. ..... ...... .. .. .... ..... ., .8 .'.1 ·16. 3 40.6 41. 2 M .2� 
Ii to ~ rears.... .. .......... ............ If,. 1 12. i 12.1 13.9 11.2 11.&� 
10 to 14 )'"ar~ ........................ 13.& 24. 6 14.ij 23 .8 14.6 23.3� 
Iii tob years . ... . . .... '" . . • . . . . . . • . . 59.2 IIfl.6 63.2 112.7 61.2 101.8� 
20 to 24 )'.:I\rs ............ ............. 128.9 16-1 .1 It7.0 161.8 IQ8.fl I 151.5� 
20 to 3. years•••• • • ••• • •••• ••• •• •••• • • IS5.2 136.6 130.6 . 131,2 119.7 127.5� 
35 1044 years .... .. ..... ...... ...... .. 141.4 100.8 134.1 !4J.u 182.1 94.3� 
45 to M yetlrs ..... .............. ...... . HO . t< 83 .2 133.6 82.2 18.6�135.2 16~ to 6~ )"ea.rs .. .. ................... 1f>1.4 92.1 144. 9 84.2 142.8 81.S� 
II!> to 14 )·ears . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. . . .. n3.8 131.3 165.1 115.7 170 .9 us.a� 
76 )T~B.r9 and over ....•........ ...••.. 139.4 133.9 ! 136.2 1:lO.9 laS.7 11VI� 

Tuberculosis Morbidity in PonD Rico, According to Age and Sex. 

The following table is based on reports of cases 01' t uberc ulosis, 
sent by physicians to the Health Department of Porto Rico, for a 
period 01' two and a half years ( from July 1926 to December lH28). 
In that time H,:{63 cases were reported. Of these, -l,1H9 were male, 
and 5,]74 (55 (* ) were female patients. As shown hy this table, 
the number of CUliC'S of tuberculosis reported among females was 
larger than those among males, at all age-groups, except abov e the 

http:�......�
http:19)�unrli.......��..�..���
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ltl!P of fifty. The gn~Htl'st rlifferen ee is found in t lu- age-group 15 to 
1!), whl're r(~I1llJI(' cases comprise sixty two per cent of the t ot al of 
U1SPl-! reported 

TUBERCULOSIS MORBIDITY IN PORTO RICO, ACCORDING TO 
AGE AND SEX 

Cases Reported by Physicians From July 1920 to December 1928 
---- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ----,- - - - - - - - - 

Per t :en l 
___ .:\ ~t (;ro u p:o-. I~~ f nl1lul l" Tot" l 

-1' )0)o I~ I :1l3 
I" : ;; 19 l':",r.,::::::,::::::::::::::::::::::: ::. ::.:. ; 2.-,HI 
~l to ~1 .. . •. • • . . .. , ~ H~ ,,:)7 

Mil 
~ ~ :~ ~t. :::::::::.::::.::::::::: :::::: :.::::::::::: ~~ : J, 1i l 

rm 
~~ ~~1C~9", ;:...:::::::::::::: :: ::::::::::::: ::: :: .: :::I ~~ -t:!.t 

The eases fulling" in to th e age-group 0 to 1-l were Further slIh 
d ivided , 1'01' th E' p erioa I r ui u -Iuly l!l:W 10 Deoembcr l!)~ j , into 'lit,· 
1'< llowing sm a llcr a~l'-groll]l s, '-!H1 PI' OIl(' vrur: , to .f vcars : ;) to 
!' ,I"( 'm ' ~' u nd 10 to I-!. .'"<'111'". '1'11 (' fo)"ml"il l !! t ahlt' ,·.hows tho rc lut iv e 
j' w id l' IWc> or I IIIu-reulos s i ll t hese agp-groups lu-Iow L\ as gathered 
1' I'OI E t hr- n ')l Ol'h: 01 phvsieian« rlu ru ur I ht' p t' r io ll [ 1'0 111 .JlIl," 1!1~~ 

10 [)I'CI'lId H'! ' I!1 ::!7 : 

TUBERCULOSIS MORBIDITY IN PORTO RICO ACCORDING TO� 
AGE AND SEX� 

Cases Reported by Physicians From July 1926 to December 1927� 

P'~ I Ctm t 'I'o t a l F"milh
--- ---- - - - - --- - -1-- - -- - - 1- - - - 1 
{ jlJdf~r 1 y e :lr ,. ... . .. . . . . . !I ~J 

1 to -l ,.'·:lrl"i . . . . . . . . .. .. . . a~ ~ ) 

[ I lu . B ,)' t~ jlr:-. • • • • . • • •••• • • • • _ ••. • ...•• •••••• • • •••• -t o! 8 1 
10 to 14 yvurs • ... . • . . . •• .. .. . . . . . . .. •• .. . . . . ... . " 1 I :! I I !I!� 

A's SE'PIl hom ti lt' a bove, th e largest prep onderanee of ft ~1ll ales 

(,\'1'1' males is Found in t he age-group 10 to J.!. when- f l ~1I1l11 c CIISt'S 

«omprise 6;,) per cen t of a ll the t'ast's r ep orted . rn th e ag-e-gTOlljlS 

under ow' ,,·('ur, . and from 1 to --1 yea rs. mul es are more numerous 
than r t'flHtlps, ('Olllju'ising iii) IH'!' cen t o r Ih l ~ total number o f l' IIS!'S ; 

while ill th e agc-g r'oup ;'} t o D. hot.h St'Xt'i; 11Ii\'c exaet lv tho same 
numh or of ('U S!'S. 

Tuberculosis According to Age and Sex, Among the Patients of the TUber
culosis Dispensaries of the. Health Department. 

llur ng rh o years HJ2G-2H, H/21-i-:n and H127-2S, i'i ,8:17 p ersons 
we rn d .ucnosed in t lu- tulx-n -ulosi s dis]ll'lIsarlPs of Iht ~ Health Depart
I ;WII I. or POI'lo Rico H:-: ha vinu t uln-rculosis.. Th l'S ( ~ d iill!IlOSPS, \l"1' 1'1~ 

l'aSI'd upon cl ini cal. X-HHY HllIl la hn rat ory findings. 
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Doubtful e aSl'S " ' (' 1'C ke pt IIIHll' )' obse r va tion for 15 days or one 

mont h (sonu -tirues longer ), Du r in g this period o[ OhSerYH ti on , t em
peratures were taken at r egular in terval s. a ud diaz noscs were d e finitely 
made 0111." afte)' a reasonahle amou nt of cl inica l evidence had been 
f:!atJlered , 

Among t lu: ;;,~:n pa t ien ts t hu s d illb'1 lOSed as having tuberculosis, 
2,:liiO \\"P )'P ma les and :1,4H7 \\"(' )' C femall's, 

T he greatest preponderuuce of fr-mal« on']" mall' patients. dur ing 
th e ,\"f'a r I!J27-28. occurred at t he age-grou ps 10 to 1G, I ii to :W, 20 to 
25, ~G to :W, :~ o to -1-0 aud 40 to 50, T he num ber of male patients 
exceed ed t hat of [ l'males ill t he ag-e-g'l'oups {} t o 1, 2 to ii, G to 10, 
50 to eo an d OWl.' sn. 
Von -Pirquet Tests, 

Von-Pirqn et t ests were Illa d l' in 7;32 children under' Ilf't een in the 
tuboreulosis di sp cnsa ri es or th e Health Departmen t, duriug th c fiscal 
year 1!l2i-28, :l:18 0 1' -I- l:i 7r of the ehildreu t ested, ga ve positive Von
Pirquet. Th e per centage of posi t ive and nega t ive Von-P irquet , at 
diff eren t age - groups i ll III II le and f r-mal« child reu. III'\' shown i ll the 
fnll owiu p tuhle : 

RESULTS OF 732 VON-PIRQUET TESTS IN CHILDREN 

Pusi (lves :'\eJ.:llll \·('3 
. \ 1.:: 1..' 

~I:lle , t-' t'mal~A Malo's Fl'lII all'S 
- - - - - -- - - - - -

0 to 1 y en r , .. ~ s 
1 I n " yea rs , .. S ~ 10 '" , J 

2 10 i) yon rs , 
5 to 10 years . 

10 to 1'-, yeu rs . 

15 
4 1 
l';;; 

- - -

n 
;;9 

I 12 
- - -

17 -.,,
7U 

- - -

16 
S6 

109 
- -

T o tal . t 51 l Si liS :! l() 

As seen in th e above bible, female ch ild ren gave a la rger p roper 
li on of posit ive Von-Pirqu ets at t he age-g roups 0 t o 1, 5 to 10 and 
iO to 15, while th e proporti on of positive Von-Pirquets in mal e ehi l
d reu. wa» la rger lit t hc age-g ro u ps 1. to 2 a nd 2 to f>. However, t he 
number of positive Von-Pirquet s ill t h is series was ' f ar too small 
to guarantee any defin ite conclus ions . 

1for t a lity a nd morbid itv st at is! ics in P orto Rico point. to 11 great er 
inciden ce of tubercul osis in I'(' III II )( 'S than i n mal es. Tuboreulosis 
~;C I'III S t o be more commo n in females between th e ages of 10 an d 50, 
and more preval ent in ma les in th e .firat ]0 yea rs of .li fe, and after 
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;'".0. In the l.n ited St ates, t uhereulosis is more prevalent ill males 
than in females. 

The mort ali tv st!lt ist ics A vailnble at the present time in Porto 
Rico do no t gi\'t' Illl." <lata as to till' class ificati on of tuberculosis 
.1eaths h." a~f' and sex . except for t ilt· firs t semes te r or the llscal .\·PAr 

1928-2U, 

'I'he hi gh est mortalitv f!'olll tulu- rc ulosis iii Iouurl ill th e larger 
urban centers. such as San -Iuun . POllee. :\l aYllgiip7. , Caguas and Gua
yama, Overcrowdinz is a filet or 0 r im port a IIC(~ i ll tilt' causation of 
tuberculosis, and a direct ratio is noted between th e t uherculosis mor
tality and the density of population of d iffr-rent parts of the Island. 

Extreme po\'('rly is an im port ant cause of tilber eulosis ill Porto 
Rico, Lar:,! l' flllnilies. \'('1',\' low salaries and the scarcity a t' work 
!n'ingo about condit ions which l'avor t he spread of Il\f' dis ease, 

'I'ubcreulosis mortul.itv is hig-h ('I' ill the colored than in the white 
~J in Porto Rico. 

11IHLIO<ilUI 'lIY 

C'OMMIssroxEn 01<' Hnn.rn OF P onTO Rrco : 
Annuu] Rep or ts I rom 1D09 t o 1928. 

}l"ERNOS lRERN• .A. : 
Urban Growth mill Public fT t'illtJI ill P m'to Hil:o. " P or to Rico 

He alth Reyiew ". ( 1!I2ii ) r, ~o. J, Page :1. 

RODRfm1l<:Y. I'Al:5'l'OR , J . : 
Tuberculosis in th t> Colored Hal'f' in Porto Ric o. " Porto Rico 

R evi ew of Publie H ealt h aud Tropical Medi eme ". (1928) 
3: 416. 

UNITED ST,\TES C EK SUS I3 unE.\ U: 
Mortality Statisf ies, 1!)2 ~. 1924 awl 1925, 


