
BRIEF NEWS NOTES 
•

DR. ROBERT A, LAMBERT 

'fhe resignation or Dr. Robert A. Lambert as d irecto r of t he 
School of Tropical :\Il'(\icin e of th e l niversity of Porto Ri co and 
professor of path ology ill tha t institution has been announced . D r. 
Lambert is leaving Porto ' Hieo to accep t a post in t he Rockef eller 
Foundation, New Yo rk, as assoeiute d ir ector of medical educat ion. 
Dr. E. B. ~I('K illley, st ate director of the international Health Di
vision of the Roekefellt-r Foundut.ion stationed at :\lanila has been 
nominated by Columbia Uni versity as Dr. Lamherts SlICCCS::;OI' and 
is expected to arrive ill San Juun cady in October. 

NOTES ON THE HURRICANE 

'I'he hurricane of September 1:J spared 110 sectio n of the I sland, 
and left in its wake a wid e path of destruction with almost complete 
devastation in large areas of th e ventral and southeaste rn portions. 

The exact number of killed and wounded will probably never 
be known, hut according to officia l r ecords only 2tiO persons lost 
their lives, In vi ew of the wid espread destruct ion of buildings the 
fatalities seem inc redibly small . Among the reasons given for th e 
relatively low figure arc (l ) tha t th e hurr ican e passed ill the day 
time, (2 ) that it developed gradually reaching 11 maximum only 
.after some tw elve hours, an d (:n t hat from previous expe rience t he 
people had learned th e safest places of refuge. 

The medical problems len by the hurricane are many anti 
-eom p lex, General hospitals, of which a larger service is bein g de
manded, nearly everywhere suffe red thr ough damag e to build ings 
and equipment. :\1 nny hea It h servi ces have "cell tempera rily di s
-organized. With in creased needs and reduced incomes, budgets for 
the medical work of both Xlunieipalitie» and Insular G OVCl'l1I l1PU t 

'will have to be revised . Physicians whose successful private practice 
depends 011 a prosperous cliente le are left. with li ttle or no income. 

But in one particular the medical situation two weeks aft er the 
.storm looks more hopeful than it a ppea red to many ph ysi cians im 
'mediately following the catastrophe. 1\0 serious epidemics have 
-developed and it is now cons ide red possible that if general re lief can 
:00 hastened with effective measures ugainst hunger in the country 
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dist rids and dange rous overcrowdirur in t he tOWIl S. the I sla nd may 
JlllSS Ih rough t lu- crisis wit hou t any marked in crense ill mor ta lity or 
morhidi tv. T he ill<' l't'asil1g' demand for 1allOl'I' I'S 1'01' "t'l III i"S, rehnild 
ing, and cultivnt iou of t"' f1)ls indica tes that t he norm ally high 
£II'rcvn t agl ' 0 I' 1I111'1Ilployn u-ut lII ay Ill' n 'l Iuer-d, for a time a t. least, 
thus r eli eviu g g l'Peltl," t he ser-ious ocouomie eourl it ion of t he nHI~ SPS 

and iud irt-cllv l't ~l1 l1('ill1Z t lu- heal th p roblem. 
AnotllPr f avor a ble circumstaueo is t h« prepared ness of th e Oe

partnn-ut or Healt h, whic h, with l hr- eoopera t ion of t lH' Am er-ican 

Hed Cross, has t aken ext raord inury mea sures t o meet anv emergency 
that mIl," urisc, 

EMER GENCY HOSPITAL 

Oil accou n t of cond it ions follo w ing th e sto r m, the Department of 

Health opene d 011 ~l' p tt' II\"e l' 21 1111 EIlll'rgl'l l( ',V Hospital rill' com 
muniea hl« tlist'elsl'S with (lJI (, hund red hnt1s ill t ln- buildin g erected 
fo r t he Distri ct Hosp ital of San -Iua n, atljoin illl! t lu- ~ cho()I or 
Tropical .\I('d icin e. 

Th l' resi d ent !Iltys i l ~iall ill «ha r go of t lu- hosp ital is lI r . Enrique 
K oppisch wit h J) r. ., liSP LUJI(l d ill as axsist a nt resid ent. 

T he Io l lowing is 11 list of t he a t teud iug ph vsiv ian s : 

D r. H a iltoy K , Ashford, In t ernal .\l cdi c ine.� 
DJ'. .Joslo S. Belava l, Peu intrics.� 
D r. A rtu ro L .· Carr-iriu, Diseu':es or t ho Ski ll.� 
DI'. :U. niaz Garcia . Surgery.� 
1) 1'. \\Yill iuJll R Galhreath, I n ternal :\l ed ici m' .� 
D r . ,J o,~P Rod rigu t-z Pa stor. Disl'asl's of t ilt' Chest.� 
Dr. •T('IIH1'o SUii l'(';!', l nt ernal :\h'(l il' iJlp.� 
D I' , RIl1lt6n Hu llr t·)'., 1'('(1 ia r ries.� 

DR. A. FERNOS ISERN 

Du e to th e ev elonc whic h swe pt 0\"(' 1' Port o R ico on t ht' l :Jt h of 
th is month causing terrific dislls!l'l' . Dr. A. 1"1'1'11 6", lsern . "\ss is l,:m t 
Commiss ioner of JI ('C1lth w a s appointed Viet' DI'. Orf.i », Dir eetor- of 
the Disa ster Hl'lief Cornmit tl ,(, c f th e Amerit-an UNl e m ss on Snr'
It~ItJIII'l ' 17tlt , in wh ich ea paci ty he hns ItP PII lrivin g his un t ir ing
serv ice, 

li p t o this datt' and xinct. the cy clon « t he work hud been in 
charg-l ~ of :\Irs. H orace .\1<lIIU Tnwner, wif'o of Gov e ': 1101' 'I'nwuer. 

'1'1)(' vast 111It 0 llJ, t of wo rk alrcadv doni' hv I his vouunitteo has 
hC1' 1I g-I'l'at-ly exped it ed hy til(' IIIW('HSin;! (·frOl'ts of .'11'. A Jltlres (Ian
d ia, Actng Cha irmu n or th e Porto Hico Chap te r aud t hl' Ex ecutive
Sccretarv, :\Ti :-;s Heat ri z Lassallo. 



BltTEF ~EW:- ~OTE~ 

By the 22Jl(1 of September lette rs of credit had been issued to 
fifty-nine municipalities amounting to *2!).150 in all. Food had 
been sent to for ty-o ne towns and clothing to thirty-one. From 
September 23-27 addit ional p rov isions were sent to forty-four mu
aicipali tics, clothing to forty-seven and medicines to twenty-six, 

The Disaster Relief Committee has been greatly assisted by the" 
volunteer service of a large number of people to whom they are most 
grateful. 

RYDER MEMORIAL ~OSPITAL 

Although Ry der :Jlemor ial H ospital of IIumacao, P. R. suffered 
fusses amounting to at least $] 5,000 us a result of the r ecent cyclone 
it was able to take care of oyer 200 homeless people daily for over 
a week, an d hospita lize a large number of sick and wounded. 


