
REVIEW OF REVIEWS 

INFANT MORTALITY IN THE UNITED STATES, 1927 

The following fa ds concerning in fant m ort al ity in th e United 
Stales dlll' ill l-( J !J27, were taken from Jl !J!JCia: 

"In Hl~ ( tho in f'nut deat h ra!e for tis:{ citi..s ill the b ir th n-gis t ruf iou a rea 
WlIS 64 .!l. .\ J'I' I"fI Xill llltpt.\' s ixty-flv« ha lt i ~ nu t of ..n' r~' t1,nlls:1I111 thnt wert - horn 
died before rill'.\' \H'I'(' 1 : ' l' :1I' old . The number ill in itself su ffir-i eu t ly st ri ki llg 
to demand serious eouaideru t iuu. T hi « i ~ even IHUrt' the . "HS H when o ne rea l izes 
that !.he rut e is Ihe lowest ever rL'n d" ,.1 hy th e I.·it ips of th e TT 1I ih'd Statl's as n 
.group . Th ink of t hu su dues«, of th o fl'l ' li ng ,,1' t ut i litv, tha t mu st 1'0 1111' t o a 
mother who 11lI'; II IIdl ' r gll Il l ' t l re Irnvni I :lU,1 the hurrl un of ch l ldh irt h nnrl wh .. 
loses her hahy hl'fore i t is 1I11L' ) 'l'ar nhl. 

"Ill HIl;;, whou Ihl' birlh reg is t rn ti nn n rvn wa s lIr"t es t nhlishcd and l~ OI1

Bistod of ten states n nd the .1>ist r iet of Culum hi« , HIO out or l' \'e l' ~' 1,000 i uf'auts 
born, died bcf' ore th e first yr-nr, In 1!l211 th e rate was .a,7. .It is Important 
to realize that t horo nre som e p la ces in t he worhl i ll which th e ra tes are con
stantly around ;;0. 

"Au u uu lysis of t he 11gll!'l's nuu le n vnlln ble ~h'e':l to ~l'at I ll', Wash. , tho 
.dist ing ui shed honor t ha t it hn s h:l,1 for lIIa n.\' YL':\l'S an w nl: th e i-it ios wit h II 
population 0\ '01' 2;;0,0011; nnun-ly , th l' 10'" rn tr- of 41 iurnu r tica l hs pCI' 1,OOtl. 
Portland, O re. and ~l ill n ('nl lOli s ful1Lm wit h r a tes of 47. Amull~ tith 'g with II 

population of { rum 100 ,0110 To ~i; O,OOO t he fo ur wi th th o Iuwest ra tes wen : 
Bridgeport, Cou n., 43 ; HI. Pau l, Miu u. , -1!I ; Oakland, Ca lif ., a ut! Grund Ra pi ds, 
.Mich., eaeh 53. Bast Orange, X..J., lends t he cities with a po pu lation bet \\,\' ('11 
-50,000 and 100,000 wi th II rate of :!li. Alameda , ~lllif. , leu t hose bet ween ~ ii ,O()O 

and 50,000 with II rate of !l, alHl Su mmit, X. ,J ., with a pop ulut.ion betw een 
20,000 and ::!5,0 00 led with a ra te of 1.3. : ';ol 011l~ im portant southe r n elty is 
iDeJuded llmoug th o lenders ill the sa ,-ill ~ of i nfant li ves . Chi t'ago hus lower ed 
It:s rate from 87 t o G3 ill a pe riod of five J'cu rs, uud Xew York f rom 7;; t o "tl 
in a similar period, T hese fign res a r c all ind ication of what tan he uccom
pJished by the cou unuuity tha t is willing to spe nd sufficient UlOIIe)' i ll the educa 
·lion of its public. 

"Contrasting with the J i~ur('s that have been quoted, th e cil.ics of De nver 
ud New Orleans have rates of 81 a nd 88; L owell, :Muss" and Fort 'Wor th , 
'Texas, rates of 91 anrl 94; Portland, Va., Chattuuoogu, Tuun., and Chnrles to n, 
S. C., rates of 154, 125 aurl 130; Wilmingtun, S. C" Winston-Salem, x. G., 
.Joliet, Ill., uud Columbus, Ga., rates varying from l.ltl to 140, and Florouee, 

.8. C. 1402. 
.. Obviously there is still great room for iruprovemout in America us a whole 

,110 far as relates to the control a nd prevention of infant deaths." 

RELATON OF CLOVElt TO MALABIA 

The following abstract was taken from the June number of 
'T roptcal Diseases Bulletin, 

sa 
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,. Sir William W illeock« is satisfied that the relative (it is no t absolute ... 
his paper suggest . ) iuunu uity of Egypt f r om mnln rlu it! du e to dover, and all 
else is fitt ed into the p ir-ture, • There must 1'0 sonn-thin g in all leguminous. 
plants, espccia lly in rertn in ,k iuds of clover, whi ch mukes mosquitoes immune' 
I'r om Mularla," H e quo tes D "Hu rr clle tha t in a ll mnlm-in-f'ree regions of Ar
genl iua ther e is II ""I,,,t"IJ clover. ,II I' l i lot ll,' a l tis«ima , whose bl ossoms are fre
quentcd by th e mnla ri u mosq uito es which f eed on ti ll' sy n ll ' co umarin and he' 
Ilsk. - ' Muy not t his ad on t he mosquito as does quinine OIL man ! ' Melilotus, 
iut rruluct iun IIIi S eoind,lr ,l with expulsion of ma larlu f' rmu cer tu iu is lands of 
N ew Zea lnu rl lind f'r om the uor thr-rn p rovin ces of H olland . Tu coiuun-nt it may be 
Hskl'u-llas th e 1'1'(',,11 0111 f'rmu muln ri u of cul t i va ted Al gerin all~· thillg to do with 
don'rf or fOl' th at maltl' r is cult ivn ted !~lIgla ll d 's f'reedom so l'aused '?" 

SERUM PROPHYLAXIS OF MEASLES 

( 'oneern i ng' 1he ns« of eouva lr-seeut serum in the pre vent ion of 
~Jl'a "l ps . ;1. 1. U, Pete r ma n. in all a rt jell' which appeared in the July 
ruu uh er of th e " "\ meri can -Iourna l of Diseas es of Children " , states 
th e f'ollowimr : 

" Fin' "III,i" eun t uneters 1'111' " llil tll'l' JI ij ~' l'lIl' " of age and 10 ,'I'. for older
pat ien ts , o f 1II IIlIa1l 1010 0<1 SI'I' I1 111 p lnsmn , oh tu iuerl within eig ht 0 1' t un days nfter' 
deIrl'\"<'.""lI"I', 01' wi t h iu t l' lI t« [" 'l'ln' <lays ,11' ''' ,· the i ui t ial :!p l' ,'a I'1l1lI'C of tile 
rash , ill j l',' II' (1 i 11 1rn 11l1l."U!; 1r l.,' not 1:1tor 111 1111 Ihe f ourth ,lay of the incuba t ion 
p eri od , wi lt uSllllII.,' conter a I'lls;;in' imm u ni ty of t'rum six t o 1"11 wocks ' dura
tion , .Fro m.J ij to Xll "", of whol e ·10100,1 o bt uincd a m! inj ecte d unde r the SlIllIe' 

eondi t ;011" will hI' round as l't'l'('('1 in ' , 'I'll,' protec ti ve I'0' WI' <I"l' l'cases after 
recovery f'rrnn t ho d iseuse. Pooled bloo d, SI"' II I1I or plusmu is pref'e rable aud a 
presorvn ti ve is ad <l" '.1 if t he ma t m-ial is 10 I'e l·a 'l' I ( pheuol, tricresol or q ui uosol ) , 
1'11(' I'r l's('n'I,,1 sorums or p las mas will I"' oha bi." re tuin th eir potouey for from 
thre e to si x mout hs if kept a t about :; t'." 

l Io I'Prel''; t o th e woe of 'l'lllllliditl''s uut imeaslcs d iplococcus goat 

"H () ~'11 e Im ,1 Rusul flrst reported the clin h-a l ros u lts of !'uHui e\i ff" s auti

serum. and ment ions t ilt! following' eases, in wh ich 'l'unnicliff·s. 
Sf' I' UIll wus used : 

'
mea sles g oat serum. T'hi rt y -uinc child ren with d l'finit<· "xplls llre to measles were' 
gi ven til e serum a nd thirt y -f uu r of these dill 1101 ,l l'\'('l ol' th o d iscasc, In Decem
ber Ht~(i , 'I'unn ieliff and H oyn e rep or t I' l l f u r t he r eIiu lcul ros u lts with the goat 
serum in 10:; persons ; !li per cent of t ho se who rern ivcrl tl' e serum in the first . 
f our days a fter l'XPOSU\'lJ did not develop mea sles. Til l !J ~ i . 'I' unn ie liff and. 
White rloserl bed the product ion of a Hpedfic 'immuno mea sles Hl'l'UIII wi th 'l'Ul1l1i

cliff 's organ iam in a horse, 
" I u A pril , H1211 , II l'U :,(' of measles developed in th e iu fun ts ' ward of the

.Milwaukee Childron ts Hospital. Through th e cou rtesy oi D r. R uth 'l' unnieli ff 
antimeasles goat serum was II1lu1c imuiediately avallu ble, Th o m ajority of tR· 
infants who r eceived injections of 5 ee, or more of tho gout serum, OD er 
bef' ore the f ourth Ib y of iucubu tron, did Hot de w' lop measles. R,'ruQl injeete<t 
af'tcr th e fifth day of in cnhation, ,lid uot pre\'l'lIt the disl'lIse :11\(1 whell injeded 
on Ihe Ii!'th day it was oCl'lIsionully Rueeess f u!. Dosl's of f r om 2 to 4 ee. m
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jeeted beforo tho fifth day of incu~llti()n were followed by n. mild fever for 
two to throe days and a trausiont rash, Several infants who received from 2 
to 4. ec, of serum before the fifth day of incubation developed mild cases of 
_measles from twenty-one to thirty days after exposure. All infants over four 
months of age who were exposed developed t.he disease. 'I'hese NtReS nre in

- eluded in the report of Tunnicliff and Hoyne. 
"A ease of meaalcs developed again in June, 192i. Antimeasles diploco

MUS, goat and horse serum (E. R Squibb and Sons) were supplied through the 
_courtesy of Dr. 'I'unnicliff, 'I'hirty-flve exposed infants and ehildrcn with no 
history of previous measles were gi veu antimeasles diplococcus serum. Eight 

. children received concentrated horse serum, and 1I0llC developed tho disease. 
Twenty·seven infants and children were given goat serum, twenty-three did - not 
develop the disease, while three bad mild cases of measles, eighteen, nineteen 

-and twenty-two days after exposure. One infant received the injection sup
._ posedly on the fiftb day after exposure and measles developed on the second day 

following. In this case, the serum was given too late for protection or modifica
tion of the disease. 'I'wo exposed iufnnts, aged 9 1lIl(1 11 months, who were not 
liven serum developed measles. 

"Excluding the infant 1\"110 received the serum two days before developing 
_tho disease, there was complete protection from measles in 31 of 34 patients 
inoculated. There was a modlflcntion (If the disease ill the remalrriug threo.?" 


