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CASE OF HUMAN INFESTATION BY A DOG TAPEWORM 

B>' W. H . IIoFFMAx, D. Sc.� 
From the School of Tropical Medicine of th e Uuiversity of Porto Rico� 

und er t he auspices of Columbia Uni versity� 

A fecal sample from a two -year-old boy was sent by Dr. Jose 
S. Belaval to the laboratory of the Presbytorian Hospital to be 
exaniined for parasites. Being uncertain as to the findings, Dr, 
Charles 'YI.'iss referred the specimen to the writer who found that 
it cont ained proglottids and uterine capsules of Dipylidium caninum, 
the common dog tapeworm. Since the child was in good health, 
with no intestinal Or other symptoms, the infestation would probably 
have remained undetected but for the mother's discovery of worm 
segments in the child's feces, lind hers and the physician's interest 
in determining the nature of the worm. 

Human infestation by th is tapeworm is rare, judging from the 
small n umber of published cases. Brumpt in his " P rec is de Para
sitologie " (1927) r ecords only sixt y. 'I'he cases' reported have all 
been individuals, eh ie £l~' childre n, who have associated intimately 
with dogs. In th e present case, Dr. Belaval state's that the child 
is known to have played so much with dogs that it was a matter of 
comment. 

One of th e intermediat e hosts of D. cll u i n ll nl is the dog flea. 
Infecti on of th e dog results from his catch ing and eating fieas that 
harbor the eystocereoid forms of th e worm. Presumably human 
infection take's place through a similar accidental ingestion. 

The case herewit h record ed is the first to be reported from Porto 
Rico, 'so fa r as our revi ew of th e literature" shows. 1"01' this reason 
alone the observation seems worthy of publication, 


