
BRIEF NEWS NOTES 

GORGAS MEMORIAL LABORATORY AT PANAlIIA 

Within a few mon ths after the death on July 4, Hl20, of Dr. W. 
C. Gorgas, former Surgeon-General of the U. S. ArmY,- a name 
that will always be associated with disease-control work in H avana 
and Panama in the early part of this century.e-e movement was 
started to establish in his memory a laboratory in Panama for the 
study of th e causes an d prevention of diseases of the t roll ies. Early 
in 1924 a campaign was launched to raise bv popular subscr ipti on 
an endowment of five million dollars for the project which was in
corporated as "The Gorga» Memorial Tnstitutc of Tropical and 
Preventive :Mcd icinc ' '. 

A · splendid site ad joining that of the San '110miiS Hospital in 
Panama City, then under construction, was don ated by th e P ana ma 
Government , but th e campa ign for end owment was not successful 
and the an ti cip at ed ear ly in it iation of scient ific investi gat ions did 
not materialize. How ever , the organizers of th e movement wer e not 
discouraged, and their appeal to the U. S. Government for aid has 
jmrt met with a success that will doubtless have far reaching effects . 
A hill passed by Congr ess providing an annual appropriation of 
$.=>0,000 for maintenance of the laboratory, under certain conditions, 
beeame a law OIl May 8, ] D28, following the President '8 approval, 
and it is expected that t he memorial will SOOI1 become a reality. 

We take this opportunity to welcome the Hew laboratory into th e 
rather limited group of institutions dedicated to tropical r esearch 
and to the still, smalle r group of such laboratories actually located 
in the tropic's. 

Our School of Tropical Medicine of the I niv ersity of Porto Rico 
under the auspices of Columbia University, in whose name we speak 
in extending this welcome, ill but a young institution itself, having 
opened its doors only two years ago. But as the successor of the 
Institute of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, founded some fift een 
years ago, it may safely claim priority among institutes of tropical 
medicine in the Am eri can Tropics. Since the reorganization, some 
sixty students have already received instruction here and the first 
volume of the School's investigations, soon to he published. wHi 
contain more than fifty papers on a variety of tropical-disease 
problems. Howeve~ , it is quite possible that the new institute at 
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L'anama with fede ra l SUPP Olt , wide affiliat ions. and its s plendi d 
situat ion at one of t he world's great CrOSH r oads, may show in the 
next few years even larger acco mp lishments th an our modest local 
institu t ion, whose most valu abl e asset's arc environm en tal rather than 
financial; th at. is. 11 11 IIbuuda uee of easily ava ilable materi al for st udy, 
adequate la bor tori es an d clin ic, an excellent publi c-health org aniza
tio n to demonstrate th e ut ilit y of an y f ad s brought to light , ou t 
wit h limited fu nds for operat ion. 

'I'ha fri endly i-ivulrv that will naturally a r-ise between these two 
tropical in st itutions will he wholesome and mutually hel pful . Th ere 
is need of a Ntl'OIl~ stimulus to trop ical medi cin e in tl} C Un ited States, 
where, in yon t rast with cer tain European count r ies, notably England, 
th ere has been ill our eommercial and political r elations a decided 
indifference to th e importan ce of tropieal-diseasc control. The Gor gas 
Memorial Laboratory, with the aid of the U. S. Governnrent, and 
the cooper at ion of Harvard University and various medical and 
scientifle associations, can not fail to awaken in t he en t ire western 
hemisphere an inter est ill thi s broadening field tha t. will redound to 
th e advantage or every institution enga ged in th e st udy of tropical 
disease. 

THE SCHOOL OF TROPICAL MEDICINE 

The following Sp ecial ~rel' t ings will he held during th o mon th 
of Au gust: 

August 1: ( 1) Review of Recen t. St url ies on 1he Anem ias w ith 

Specia l Re f'ercn ee to Liver Therapy. By Doctor Randolph 
'Vest.� Colu mbia Univers ity , 

(2)� In fecti on of the Hand and its Treatment. A motion 

pic! lire film presented by Doctor .n. Diaz Garcia. 

August� lJ: Baetnrio-therapy and Chemo-therapy in Gonoecoe

ens Infections. By Doctor Prr('z Grande, Madrid. 

DR. RANDOLPH WEST 

For the purpose of making sp ecial studies on the usc of liver 
ex trac t ill tropical sprue Dr. Randolph Wes t of Columhia 1 niversi ty 
a rr ived in Ran -Iuan on -Iuly 2nd awl will return to New York 011 

August 9th. 
H is invcstigati ous arc be ing carr-ied on in th e Presbyterian Hospi

tal an d t he School of Tropi cal Medicine. .A. summary of 1he studies 
made will he puhlished in an ea r ly numbe r of th e R~;n EW. 
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DR. J. RODRIGUEZ PASTOR 

After an absence of three months Dr .•J. Hodt-igucz Pastor, Chicf 
of tho Bureau oj'· Social Medicine of the Department of Health is 
again at his desk. 

While in the United States Dr. Rodriguez Pastor was the guest 
of the Rockefeller Foundation under whose auspices he made an 
extended tour of inv estigation with special interest in 'I'ubereuosis 
Clinics. Among the places visited were Boston where he studied the 
organization of the Bureau of Child Hygiene of the Massachusetts 
State Health Department, the Bureau of 'I'ubereuloais of the Boston 
Health Department, and' the State Sanatorium for Tuberculosis; 
Saranac Lake where he visited the 'I'rudeau Sanatorium and attended 
lectures at the 'I'rudeau School of Tuberculosis. He also visited 
Detroit where the dispensary system of its City Health Department 
was studied, and he was especially impressed with the efficiency of 
the work on venereal disease heing carried out there as well as the 
activities of the City Health Department as a whole. 

In Chicago the Northfield Sanatorium, Rush Medical College, 
. Cook County Hospital and the Chicago Public Health Institute were 
visited. After two weeks in Alabama, during which time he studied 
the organization of the State Health Department, especially in rela
tion with child welfare, tuberculosis, social hygiene and public 
health nursing, he spent ten days in Philadelphia devoting most of 
his time therc to the Henry Phipps Institute and the Philadelphia 
General Hospital. 

Before returning to Porto Rico Dr. Rodriguez Pastor was in New 
York City for three weeks where he attended tuberculosis Clinics at 
the Yorkville Health Center, and Bellevue Hospital, and visited the 
offices of the National Tuberculosis Association and the New York 
Tuberculosis and Health Association. 


