
REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS 

1926-1927 

POPUL ATIO"", 

The estimated inidyenr populnt iou of Porto Hil'o Ior 192(j- H127, 
computed by the arithmetical method , is 1,4:Jfj,521. 

BIRTllS 

A decrease of 2,nO:l births hAS lH'f'll rl' l:l)J'(kd this :-'('(11' as «orn­
pared with those re corded in ID~f)-2u ({'5,295 ) . As a eonsequcneu the 
birt h-rate dropped from :{7.!1 1WI' Loon popula t iCII in If'23-26 to 
37.1 per 1,000 population in ] !J2u-27. The total number of births 
(exclusi V(! of still-hirths ) regixt1'('l'd III t hI' vea I' under review is 
53,:3!)O, 

The Following municipalit.ies had th e highest and lowest rates: 

TTJr.IIf.s ·r I.OW):S T 
1. Culehrn . '__ :; 1. ~ 1. Gurabo---- ~ 15 

L'In'~e. 48. (3 ::!. Ynhu con 26.4 

3, San Lorenzo ·I(i , (i 3, Pntitlu s 26,9 

Out of the total number of births 40,:1fl2 or 7fi.7 per cent are 
white births and J 2,flfl8 0(' 24 .;~ IWI' cent are colored births, 

Sex: There were 27)')60 male births and 2:1,8:{O female births. 
The proportion is .1 06 male hirt Ils for everv hundred female births. 

~l .\lml.\(JE~ 

A total of 19,796 persons were marr-ied dnring the year 01' !J,898 
marriages. The marriage rate is 13.0 persons married per 1,000 
population for this year as against J5.0 for the year before. 'I'he 
decrease of the number of persons married is 1,552 or 776 less 
marriage'S. 

/lE.\TIl8 

A total of aa,562 deaths was registered (luring the year, an m­
crease of 1,218 deaths OWl' the year H)25-2G, in which 32,344 deaths 
were registered. 

The gross death rate is 23.3 per 1,000 population as against 22.8 
for the previous year, 01' an increase of 0.5 per ] ,000 population. 

..A. table of the principal CHUSCS of deaths dnring the years 1924­
25, 1925-26, and 1926-27 follows : 
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TAIl" No.1 

- --- - ------- - - - - - - --- - - - -- --;- - -:-- -
Int. List xo, 

113 . nturrhea all" t:nler lUs (lIIuter \wo years) .. 4.2'2l! 3.210 
:jJ -:l ~IJ .. Tubercutusrs (aU Io rrus) .. ••.••. ••••. ... . .. 3.!ll2 3.0117 
b .. )h,larill _ .. 2. lm 1.414 
IH . Dj"rrllO'll lllld Ent(,.ltls (t,.o y" s and ov".) .. 1.9!!:1 1';,32 
1IiO ' COIll(" n ltlll "el>ility .. 1.ll:H 1.30-' 
1<;.& . ;;(' II 11 i IY. .. . . .. . ...... .. ... . .. .. I.Gr.g 1.41;0 
12!J , . . . • . .• • . •• Chron le :\ellh rills. _ .. l. n!"';1 92f> 
HKhl . Hronchopneumou la • •• . . • • . .•••• . .. . • •. . . ••• •• • . 1 ·1")') 1.879 
!)~Jn-d .••...•• . Ilrolll'hilis (~)J rOrms) .. I:lo.~ 1.482 
87- 00 .. • .. .• •.. . Il lsI'll "" of lite lIenn (all ronns) . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . _. . 1.3Ul) 1.0tiS 
M . . .. . . . • 0 Jllek"lS .. 1.:14fj 2.all 
tuts-b ., ••.. ... . l.IfJO 1. ~119 

II" .. ~~~kil~;~~~:::iu~~i~·::.·. ~ ::::", :'0"0::~ ~: : : '0:: :::::::::::: 777 172 
128 • .... • .. • . • • . Acute :\I'phrttt .. fi9H 791
2lJ • •• • • • .• • • , • • . Tuum us _. . . • . . . . . . . . . , . 645 6-1., 
43-i9 .. Cnncor (ull form.s) .. 52'LJ 494 
9 i b . Artertosct erosl« . :l31 ~I 
iota . . . . • • • . . • • • . Cur e b ruI Il elllnrrh"l(e.... ...... • . 3O!1 28-.:; un 
111 .. Tn.""id n'Vl' _ _ • • . . 2!l() :il. 262 
ita. . n i ll l l Jlu MOllllu:itls . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . • • • • • • . . . •• . . . . . . 2i; 251) 299 
41. .. Pnruh-ut inrecuon. ~mllti c cmla . 23H :! I ~ :!O'l 
38 .. Sl'Phlll' - _ . 2~7 I jj 134 
112 .. nl hl'r d i"·,,,," of Ow stomach (c:mcor excepted) . 210 133 116 

0 • •14fi .. PUfIorJ)CT."1 t :--·I'P lil.'(~lHja • • • • • • • . • • ; •• ••• •••• 0 • • • • • •• • ~~ .t 2·12 ~r2 

118 • . .• • • • •••. • . IlItP:"l lnn l Ob;·it r u c li o u . . . .. . •.. . ...• • ..... .• •. . . . • . llH 111 8'2 
10 , . J)il'hllll'l'la _ . ros 1~1 lOt 
1~f; • • • • • • • • • • • • • Per ttoutrl s without spedtlc<! cause.•.•... . • . ... " -1 101 IlX. 81 

As may be observed from the preceding table, significant in­
creases were recorded in the following causes of death: Diarrhea 
and enteritis (under two years) 499; tubereulosis (all forms), a4:l; 
chronic nephritis, aGO; diarrhea and enteritis (two YClU'J; and oyer). 
358; malaria, :348; 'congenital 'debility, 286; senility, 206; and 
diseases of the heart 196. 

Causes of death showing a marked decrease arc the following: 
Ri ckets, 45i; ankylostomiasis, 16:1; acute nephritis, 77; and reta­
nus, 53. 

The decrease ill the number of deaths charged to rickets (547) 
has enough importance to he mentioned. Rickets was appearing' in 
our statistics with an unjustified prominence. III fact th is di seuse 
is of very rare occurrence in Porto Rico. Af'ter a s~lrv ey \\'as .made 
in the Island by th e CO~n.II SSIOro;' I''OR 'I'HE STUDY m' RI CKETS or Yale 
University, headed hy DI'. 11artha Bliot of the U. S. Child ren 's 
TIUI'cau in which a great number of children was examined with 
negative results, 11 circular letter was sent to all practicing phy­
sicians of the Island announ cing the preliminary results of. the 
survey lind asking them not to ccrtify any more deaths from this 
cause. 

Many 01' these deaths were then, no doubt, certifi ed as caused 
by nutr-itional disorders, diseases til' the respiratory tract , mnluria, 
ete., thus in creasing the number of deaths attributed to th ese causes . 
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However, the illcrease in the limn-bel' of deaths from diarrhea and 
en ter it is (under two years }, 4!Hl , diarrhea and enteritis (two years 
and over), a5H, tn bereulosis (all forms), 4:~4, and malaria , ;q S, 
by far exceeds the decrease recorded in rickets and th e increase in 
these diseases is ill th e main responsible for the rise in the death rate. 

The highest and th e lowest death mt<·s lire recorded for the 
following munieipalities : 

HIGHEST LOWF.R·r 
1, Hanta Isn bcl , +.1. 3 I. Nurnn j ito 11. 7 
2 . 3:3.8 2, Culebra ] 1. [) :\la~·agiiez 

3. Luquillo 3ii.3 :1. Corozul., 12.!J 

The mortality from important causes and the perccntugc of each 
cause of d eath to total deaths, may 1,(' seen ill the following tahlc : 

TABLE No.2 

Int. I.! st xo. Cause, or d onth I [It'nths I ll ~~~fl ~~~l l ~ 1 
dputh:-4 

113 .. [) Illrrh l'n-:H! E Ulc r: lls (under two >'"arsj .. , ~ I~ 12.6 
31-37b .. TtI"e«·t1!"s!s (nil forms ) .... . . . .. .. ............ . . ....... .. . . 3.81~ 1L.·1 
5 . )Ittlurln . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . •• . . . 2.IO:~ n.:.!. 
I1~ . J> larrlll'" " nd ~;l1t",ltls (two ye llrs und o ve r) .. . . . . ... . . . . . . . 1.!l81 f,.9 
If.o. . , 'o!Hwl1ltnl (\"bl11ty 1.811 Ii . •~ 
lO·t .. :" ' lIl l1t r. 1.1>',1\ ~.!I 
120 . Chroflh· ~t'()hrit i ~ . _...• 0. . .. . . . . . . 1..~!J!' 4.7� 
101M .. Hrollf'hoIIllPlIlllolll n..•. •. .. •. ... o 0 • •• • _ . . . . .. ... .. . ••• • 1.·tti 4.~
e •• • • . 

99a-cl . nr oncnnts 'all rurms) IAIl'i ·1. 1 
R~-90 . l)i t""HS. ~ .s of the heart (all lorms ) , . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. J.~!! n 4.1 
56 . lt k -k e ts 1.2111 :l.7 
IOla-b .. 1""'t1l1lOlIi" . I .V.I 3 .J 
11,; . . ' " . Allkrlu:-;:tolllln ~ i:-> . , _••••••. ... . . ••... .. . _. . . . . . • I 77i 2 ~ 3 
128 .. ilctlh' ""phrilis 6!'9 i'. ~ 
29 .. Tel auus , . .. . ... . . . .. . .. . . .. .. .. . .. .... .. .... . ... 645 
n--w . Ca nce r r" l1 forms) . . f,2!1 1.5 
1~;1 . Cl'rt'hral hcmorrnasre., .. . . . . .. .. .• .. " _ • •. . . . ~Og . 9 

All nrlu-r (Jj8(~RSC~. . . . .•• • • • .. ••• • • •• 1l,";;i1 20.7 

Tn1111~ . 33 .r,t;2 J- --HXl. 

INF.\X'1' MOR 'r .\I,)'I'¥ 

A higher infant mortality rate is also recorded this y1'81', 167 
pel' 1,000 living' births us against 150 per 1,000 living births in 
1925-26 and 148 per 1,000 living births in 1924-25. The total 
number of deaths in infants under one year of age registered during 
the year is 8,925. There were more infant deaths from: Diar-rhea 
and enteritis (4-41) . congenital dehility (286 ), acute bronchitis (124 ) , 
find malaria (102 ), and fewer infant deaths from rickets (166), 
measles (148), whooping cough (~4) and tetanus neonatorum (17 ). 

'I'ho highest infant mortality rates for 1926-27 appear for the 
following municipalities: Santa Isabel , 356, Mayagiiez, 2(;8, aud 
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Patinas, 262; and the lowest rates Ior the following : .Jayuya, 56; 
Naranjito, 61, and San Lorenzo, 88. 

The number or deaths in inf'anta under one year of age repre­
sentx 26.5 l~cl' cent of the total number or deaths, 

'rAIlL,: 1\0. ;{ 

DEATHS BY AGE PERIODS, SHOWING PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL� 
DEATHS, 1926-27� 

I
P..n ·I" l l a ~e 

1.1""111' or totut 

('Iul"r I P'flr . .. . . . 8. n~~ I 1'''''11:: "n 
~ ~~ ~ ~~~~:~~ . : ::: :::::::::"::,", ::: ", :: :",:"'::::: :',: ::::: :. :::. ::. : ~:~~~ .~:~~)" 

,,1011 )',,",, . • . . . . . 1.~11 3 lil 
10 lu .0.1 ~· tHlr ' , . '" . .• •• . . . .. . . . . . . •• }l.07 2 . ·11 
1', l<I I!I )"'lIrs _ . _..... .. . .. ... _ .. . . .. . .. , 1.180 \ ·1,4 1 
:.!! llo 1-1fpar::; _. t ,fifiO -1.~l5 
2.'=; It' ~ ) 'pnr!'i • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . + • • •••• _ ••• ••• , • • • • • • • , • • • • ••• ••• • • • • • ,. . J.liH_i :J,O'.! 
30 tr 39 ,. · t~JlrS •. •• • •• •• •• • • . • ••••• • • • . •.. . _ . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . •. . •• . . . .• • • • • . :l.U:!:i j . Ki 
-10 to -4H ~·t~ur:"l . • . . . . . • • • . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • • • • +....... 2.1:1:! li .36 
;;'10 flU ~·p 'lrs .. . . .. . . . .....•... . ...... .... . . . . _.....• fff • • • ••••• • • • • • • • • • • • 2.119 Ii f).at 
no to li9 r(~ars + •• • •• •••• • • •• • • • ••• • • •• • • •••• + + • • •• ••••• • • • • • • ••• ••• • • •• • • •• 1.808 5 . an 
70 to ';9 ~ · t~KI'l" • ••.••••.•• ••• • ••• , • • • • • • • • • .• . . , . . . . . . . . . . . • •. . . . • . . • • • J '~'~(I) I ~'.~~
 
80 to K~l ~·,~a rs . . . _ ..•. . . . . . • . . • . . .. . _. . . . . 0 \� 

90 l'ua" ",,(\ 0""' , . .. .... . . 1_ _ 'I_If_i 1 .2~
 

Tu to!I _ _. • . . • . . .. . . . :J3.i-.6~ ! }(X) . on� 

'I'he mortality from puerperal septicemia and from all other 
puerperal causes may be seen in the following table: 

'l'AIlU: No.4 

.~ II mil.., PuerneratplJlJfl)f'rld septlcemta 
"~ILn~p.~ 

flnl " IH,r
!tal" I'l'r 10.MYear Dt"Alh~ J)eath, 1O.txJOlOin1

total hirth~ lurtus 

WZI·:l{,... ... .. . .... .. . . ... .. ........ ...-.. . ...- 20'l aa .s 187 a\.4� 
19~·~6..... . . . . .. .. .. .. . . . .. .. .... . ..... ...... .. I!l\ :U. :? ~2 :i3.0� 
19"l6-2i•... .. ....... ...•• ....................... :lO·l 31.9 l it :J2.6� 

II I 
S'l'I LLBlRTlIS 

There were two hundred more stillborn children this year (5.056) 
than in 1925-26 (4,856). The stillbirth rate for 1!l2f>-27 is 86 
stillbirths per 1,000 total births. 
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