REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS
1926-1927
 POPULATION

The estimated midyear population of Porto Rico for 1926-1927,
computed by the arithmetical method, is 1,436,521,

BIRTHS

A deercase of 2,905 births has been recorded this year as com-
pared with those recorded in 1925-26 (65,295). As a consequence the
birth-rate dropped from 37.9 per 1,000 populaticn in 1925-26 to
37.1 per 1,000 population in 1926-27. The total numher of births
(exclusive of still-births) registered in the vear under review is
53,390,

The following municipalities had the highest and lowest rates:

MTIGHEST LOWEST
P T IEN  Re S R G R T 5182 | v e R R 15
Ll 7L e DR ) e L T 48. 6 2 ¥abuenp il s sn i e S S 26. 4
3. San Lorenzo— - _______ 46.6 Bl Patallany - e S e 26.9

Out of the total number of births 40,392 or 75.7 per cent are
white bhirths and 12,998 or 24.3 per cent are colored births.

Sex: There were 27,560 male births and 25,830 female births.
The proportion is 106 male hirths for every hundred female births.

MARRIAGES

A total of 19,796 persons were married during the year or 9,898
marriages. The marriage rate is 13.0 persons married per 1,000
population for this year as against 15.0 for the year before. ‘The
decrease of the number of persons married is 1,552 or 776 less
marriages,

DEATILS

A total of 33,562 deaths was registered during the year, an in-
erease of 1,218 deaths over the year 1925-26, in which 32,344 deaths
were registered.

The gross death rate is 23.3 per 1,000 population as against 22.8
for the previous year, or an inerease of 0.5 per 1,000 population.

A table of the principal causes of deaths during the years 1924—
25, 1925-26, and 1926-27 follows:

484




REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS 489

Tasie No. 1

Int. List No, Causes of doath 1926-27 | 1925-26 | 1924-25

Idiarrhea and Enteritis {under lwo vears)
Tuberculosis (all forms) .,
Malaria. ...
Diacrheq and Entér
Congenital debility.
Senilisy.... ......-
(Chronic Ne
Bronchopne ey
Bronehitis (=il forms).. et v
..| Diseases ol the Heary Lall. rm::m)
| Bilokats -, ool o im0
Pneumonia ... ...
Ankilostomissis, .,
Acute Nephrtits ||
Tetanus...... £l
Cancer (all fnrm's}
Arterioscierosis ...,
Cerebral Hemmorrhage.
Typhoid fever. -
| simple Meningitis ..., 5
Purulent infection, ».--miwmla....“.\
M]nh:ll«

+ I'uorpcm[ "-l'lrlll. BIAR Sy
{ntestinal Obstraction,
(DR ERIR o Sm i L.
l’l'rlL(}lllll‘.\ without Kh(‘(‘lﬂ(’d LaDQG., ssas ssstems was

As may be observed from the preceding table, significant in-
creases were recorded in the following causes of death: Diarrhea
and enteritis (under twe years) 499; tuberculosis (all forms), 343;
chronie nephritis, 360; diarrhea and enteritis (two years and over),
358; malaria, 348; ‘congenital debility, 286; senility, 206; and
diseases of the heart 196.

Causes of death showing a marked decrease are the following:
Rickets, 457; ankylostomiasis, 163; acute nephritis, 77; and teta-
nus, 53, :

The decrease in the number of deaths charged to rickets (547)
has enough importance to he mentioned. Rickets was appearing in
our statisties with an unjustified prominenece. In faet this disease
is of very rare occurrence in Porto Rico. Affer a survey was made
in the Island by the CoMmissroxn ror THE STupy or RickETs of Yale
University, headed by Dr. Martha Kliot of the U. 8. Children’s
Bureau in which a great number of children was examined with
negative resunlts, a circular letter was sent to all practicing phy-
gieians of the Island announcing the preliminary results of the
survey and asking them not to certify any more deaths from this
cause.

Many of these deaths were then, no doubt, certified as cansed
by nutritional disorders, diseases of the respiratory tract, malaria,
ete., thus increasing the number of deaths attributed to these causes.
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However, the inerease in the number of deaths from diarrhea and
enteritis (under two years), 499, diarrhea and enteritis (two years
and over), 358, tuberculosis (all forms), 434, and malaria, 248,
by far exceeds the decrease recorded in rickets and the inerease in
these diseases is in the main responsible for the rise in the death rate.

The highest and the lowest death rates are recorded for the
following municipalities:

HIGHEST LOWEST
PiEantal Tenbeloie Lot o 41.3 1A OF-S T ih § ¢ P S eiE g 11.7
e Mayngher o o s 35. 8 UGSV (03 e MRS Gl D i 11. 9
S Lkt L Y R b .——- 35.3 a1 015 e R R e W 12.9

The mortality from important causes and the percentage of each
cause of death to total deaths, may be seen in the following table:

TAeLE No. 2

| |
| J | Percents
Int. List No. Causes of deati Dieaths age of total
| deaths
_— i £ e S R
AR e veno.| Darrhea and £ llll‘l‘lll‘\{lllllii']‘ WO FOATS) vovausacess L2 12 6
Tuberculosis (all formsy. . 2 i S A b bl B R ERER ( 1L.4
LoE Ak o £ AN R e e s S R e e Tt e e A 2.1 6.2
Diarrben ani hmn-nm thu nﬂars und nwr] ................ 83 | 5.9
t'ongenital debllity ... e D e R R | .5 5.5
Senility. A 4.0
Chronic \'z'phrltw _______ JADE 4.7
.| Bronchopnenmonia. 422 4,2
Bronchitis all forms) . % 5 , 4.1
Diseases of the heart {u!l forms) i 4.1
L e e 246 a7
Pneunmonia. { 3.4
Ankylostomin | 2.8
Acnte nephritis | 2.0
Tetanus.. ... 8 | 1.9
Cancer (all forms) . | 1.6
Coerebral hemorrhage, , 9
All other diseases, . ...........coceeennner 20.7
Toials, ... 33.562 1 100,

INFANT MORTALITY

A higher infant mortality rate is also recorded this year, 167
per 1,000 living births as against 150 per 1,000 living births in
1925-26 and 148 per 1,000 living births in 1924-25. The total
number of deaths in infants under one vear of age registered during
the year is 8,925. There were more infant deaths from: Diarrhea
and enteritis (441), congenital debility (286), acute bronchitis (124),
and malaria (102), and fewer infant deaths from rickets (166),
measles (148), whooping cough (34) and tetanus neonatorum (17).

The highest infant mortality rates for 1926-27 appear for the
following municipalities: Santa TIsabel, 356, Mayagiiez, 268, and
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Patillas, 262; and the lowest rates for the following: Jayuya, H6;
Naranjito, 61, and San Lorenzo, 88,

PROPORTIONAL MORTALITY

The number of deaths in infants under one year of age repre-
sents 26.5 per eent of the total numhber of deaths.

TapLe No. 3

DEATHS BY AGE PERIODS, SHOWING PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL
DEATHS, 1926-27

Pereentage

Age periods Deaths l of total

L i Deaths
8,005 \ 965 59
3,400 10,15
3,058 ' 911
1.211 | 3 61
| a7 | 2.41
1.41
4,95
25 Lo 29 vears | .02
30 to 39 vewrs i 7.81
40 o 49 years el il | .36
PO LAy BT EER v 5 s L LT e e R e P P A A PR S { G.81
60 o 69 vears | I e L e oy i T T f | 5,80
0 10 79 years | 24 | 4.08
B0 to 89 years . SR S e W R e S e I 2,59
B yearsandover. ..., ............ . e ’ 1.24

AL R L R R e

........ e Ay S 100,00

MATERNAL MORTALITY

The wmortality from puerperal septicemia and from all other
puerperal causes may be seen in the following table:

TaeLE No. 4

: | All other Puerperal
Puerperal septicemia | tll_“"%; P

| Rate |u~.?
Year | Deaths | Rate per10.000)  peyeng | 10,000 total
total hirths

births
A | 33,9 l 187 | g1.4
161 ¢ 31,2 ) 2002 83,0
A 34,9 | 171 | 32.6
| I |
STILLRIRTHS

There were two hundred more stillborn children this year (5.056)
than in 1925-26 (4,856). The stillbirth rate for 1926-27 is 86
stillbirths per 1,000 total births.
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