
REVIEW OF REVIEWS 

HOW TUBERCULOSIS MORTALITY HAS BEEN REDUCED IN THE 
UNITED STATES 

Beyond question the greatest single public-health fact of 1927 was 
the large reduction from tuberculosis to a new minimum for all time, 
'I'he death rate was H:3.5 per 100,000, which is 4.8 PCI' cent below the 
previous minimum or fJ8.2 established in 192:"). Since 1H20, when 
a figure of 127.!J was recorded, the reduction has heen i32.2 per cent; 
since ] 915 it has been 52.7 per cent; and since lfll.J, when the rate 
was 224.6, 1here lias been the remarkable drop or iit'l.-! per cent. The 
death rate from tuberculosis of the respiratory system, which causes 
almost nine-t enths of 1111 the deaths from tuberculous disease, bas 
dropped 5fUl per cent since 1!Jll. 

-(Statistical Bulletiu-s-Metropolitau Life Insurance Company, Jnuuary 1928.) 

TROPICAL MEDICINE IN THE UNITED STATES 

: f he following is taken from an address by George C. Shattuck, 
President of the .Amcrieau Sodetr of Tropical Medicine, which ap
peared ill th e -Ianuary number of the A.mcrifan Journal of Tropical 
Mcdicinc: 

"Tho practice uf tropical medicine is lin outgrowth ruul an extension of 
tho -geuerul medicine uf the temperate ZOIlI', but it demands a aup erstrueture of 
special knowledge and experience not easily acquired, Moreover, the application 
of prevoutlvo Ill\,dicine ill the tropics requires special knowledge of tropical disease 
and of eonditlous of Iif'e ill the t r opics , and requires, at times, special methods 
for applying hygienic prilldplt·:>. 

"There IIfC those, however, who seem to fool, either because JlO large grOllp 

of diseases is eonftue.l exelusively to th e tropics or because the usual laboratory 
methods can often be used for iuvest igut.ious of tropienl disenscs, that instruet.iou 
in tropical m edicine, as such, is superfluous. It seems tn me that this view is 
unsound ill that it ignores practical needs and esseutinl fnctll. 

"Sir Andrew Balfour, Dircctur of the London School of H,)'giene and 'I'rop
ienl ~redidlle, rugurds a spcelnl hospitu l for tropical diseases as an absolute 
essential fOI' suecessf'ul tl'lIl'llillg of t rcpieul nicdleino, and funds are now being 
mlsed to provide such It hospital in Loudon, \Vhel'u\"er the eliuieal aspeeta of 
tropical medicine are taught, eliuieul fuclllt ies lire 11(,<=<1 ......1 for the same reason 
that nll other clinical branches or metlil'iue require cliuieu! facilities. Moreover, 
the cliuienl aspects of tropien l mediclue should be taught for tho same reason 
that the cliuicnl aspects of geuernl medicine arc taught. 
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"In this coun try clinical teaching in tropi cal medi cin e st ill suffer s from 
inadequate hospit a l f a cili ti es. When these f ac ilities become availa ble in larger 
measure, as t hey must, a broa der horizon will open 1I0t only f or workers in 
the special field of tropical medlelne, but al so f or s tudents of all th e seienees 
upon which general medicine an d tropical medicine depend. 

"It is clea r that investigations of great variety may 11U\'e important bea r 
ings upon tropical med icine. For example, studies UpOIl dietary deficien cies and 
upon vitamins wherever made, may shed new ligh t up on pellagra, scurvy, or 
beri-berl. Recen t iu vcstigatlons of pe rn icious an emia , i ll like manner, may cause 
us to change our opinions regarding spr ue, Th e bacteriologists an d pa thologi sts 
generally, a re notable but Irregular contribu tors to the field of t ropical medicine. 
Other contributors can be f ound am ong specialis ts in almost any of the sciences 
upon which huma n or veterina ry med ici ne depend. Thus, knowledg e of im
portance f or tropienl di seas e is wid ely scatter ed. But the sp ecialist in an y field 
has a synthet ic func ti on. lIe must collect and correla te all knowledg e pertin ent 
to his subject. H e must interpret th is knowledge in the light of his own ex
perience and must conduct invcstign tl ons upon Iin es indi cated by the needs of 
his subject. 'I'hi s synthesis of knowledge of tropical disease, its interpretation 
to serve th e medical needs of th e tropics, an d the maintcnance of constant war
fare upon th e medi cal problems of the t ropics are primary .fuucti ons of the 
professors, the departments, a nd the scho ols of tropical medi cine , 

"With but scant ti me for the Inquir y I hnve a tt empted in a mea sur e to 
appraise the present sta tus of teaching and of research iu tropica l med icine ill 
the United States. '1'0 obtai n the necessary da ta, letter s of inquiry have been 
writtcn to a n umb er of med ica l schools and to a f ew ot her in stituti ons where 
I hail reason to believe that work f alling withiu our special field of intores t 
was being performed . The informati on ga th ered is probab ly typi cal of condi 
tions in our med ical centers generally. 

"The first important f ad elicite d is tha t purnsltologv is heing more and 
more emphasized and that parasitologists throughout the eount ry are contributing 
more :111<1 11\(11',' to knO\\'h'<I :,l e Ill' suuu of t l,,' rlisp;,,,'s 1110'! ,'U II I lll OII in the 
tropics. 'I' ropica l medlcine is now bein g widely taugh t , hut in eid en tnl ly und in 
part only by p rofessors of in te rnal medicine, b." parasitolog ists a nd b:' other 
1,>:....llt'rs I' rilllaril.,' int r-rr-sted in oth er sl't'eia lt it·s. Th is in....ea't· IIf t eaching . 
incomplete though it is , represents a gain to the subject, Of grea te r impo rtance 
are th e facts that chairs of tropical med icine a re increasi ng in number and that 
school s of pub lie hea lt h of r ecent growt h giv e an important place ill thei r curri 
eula to t he p reven ti on of tropica l disea ses a nd provide a new st iniulus to the 
study of t rop ienl h~·g ienc . 

• , Th e grcutest re cent advance in a endcm ic organizatio n , how ever , was the 
opening in ID2li of t he new Scho ol of Tropical ~[cuicille of the Uulvcra ity of 
Porto Rico under the auspices of Columbiu Uuivorslty, Clinical teaching linus 
an important place in the eur r ieulum lind a new hospi ta l is in prOt'CBs of con
lItruction, H ere at Harvard we hav e au cxcct lcnt sclcuti fic sta ff in th e Depart
ment of 'I' rop ieal Medicin e and a most vnrled corps of able spec ia lists in other 
medieal a ml b iolog ical departments which cooperate in t he teachin g of t ropica l 
medici ne, b ut thus far , we hnve been unable to ob ta in a nyt hing like adequate 
ellnical f a cili ties. N o special hospita l for t rop ical disea ses yet exists anywher e 
in the United Stu tes . This is unf ortuna te not on ly f rom the standpoint of 
research iu tropi cal medicine bnt al so f rom tha t of the lud ividunl afflicted with 
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some tropical malady. Our Department. feels that such a hospital eould be 
utilized to .cry great advnntage nt Harvard aud hopes that effort will 1.Ie made 
to provide for this need." • 

SPLEEN RATE IN 'UNITED STATES 

About seven t liousund school children haw been questioned and 
examined with II view to obtaining positive information or evidence 
regarding' malarial incidence, awl the point is eonsidered under the 
heads of history, spleen index and parasite index. The spleen index 
was obtained with the child standing. bending forward and deeply 
breathing, the blood examination by a thick smear. The history 
index was positive ill 1,6H!J or 7,1-l:~ ehiklrou or twcuty-l'our per 
cent, the maxiurum being f.il.!l in white «hihl ren ill Leflore County, 
1I1iss., and the minimum 7.4 ill white children in Chatham County, 
Ga. Th e spleen index in 7,108 children mts -1, with a minimum of 
0.2 in colored schools in Cha tham County and a maximum of fifteen 
colored children ill Leflore COUl1t-~'. The parasite index in (i,103 
children avoraged about 7. with 11 minimum of n.!1 in South Carolina, 
the children hcinjr near-ly all white, and a max innun or 2!1.7 ill white 
children ill Taylor Cou nty , FIll . 'I'he low inl'eet ion rate is att ributed 
to the short period 01: transmission (mid -Iune to fOwl ol' ~cptelll"cr), 

all economic status whieh ('HIl afford food nnd quinine, awl to the 
observation that. "I he disease has a definite trend (10\\' II\\'11 rd in this 
country, already having disappeared l'roin Im'gl' areas.' 

-(l'r0l'iclIl lJi8('(I.~ CX BI/Ild;".) 


