
REVIEW OF REVIEWS 

CAUSES OF DEATH IN UNITED STATES DURING 1926 

The following was taken from Public Health. RqJOI'Is, -Iauuary 6, 
1928 : 

"Thc Department of Commerce aunounces that ] ,285,H~7 deaths occurred 
in 1926 within the denth-registration area of eontiuental United States, rcpre· 
snntiug n death rate of 12.2 per] ,000 populatlou, n slight increase OWl' the rate 
for 1925. 

"This urea in 1926 eoiupriaerl forty-one states, the District of Coluiubla, 
and twenty-five cities in non-registrntlon States, with a total estimated popula­
tion on .Iuly 1, 1926, of 10.'1,170,000, 01' Hfl .H per rent of the estimated populu­
tion of the United States. 

"The principal mercnses ill death rates in 192(; were from diseasre of the 
heart, from 18(; to 199 per 100,oon population; iutlueuza, from an to 41; 
pneumonia (all f'orms}, from !l4 to 103: II1 I'a~I,'s from:! to .8, aurl Whooping 
cough, from 7 to H. 

I I Decrenses ill rutes in HI2,; \\('1'{' f'rom dinrrhcn and enter'itis, under two 
years, from 32 to ~7 pt'r l OO,nOn populaf iou, :11111 typhnid and parutyphoid f''''l'r , 
from (\ to 7." 

A CASE OF LEPROSY THAT WENT UNDIAGNOSED FOR THIRTEEN� 
YEARS� 

In the "anllells of Tropical :\I('(lil~jll(, 11 III I Pnrnsitologv ", II P . 
Rayon mentions 1h~, ease of a patient that suffered from leprosy for 
thirteen years without having his disease rightly diagnosed, in spite 
of th .. Fact that he wen I. continually from one doctor to another for 
a diagnosis, 

His disease begun in IH!ll with numbness of the lef't fore-arm. 
and a thin red line wh jell extended from t he- wrist to just below the 
elbow. B~' IH!J;~ t his lin e broadened out into a reddish luowuish 
area. The condition was diagnosed al'\ syplrilis /IIJd potassium iodide 
was prescribed. 

In 18!)-! he was confirmed as a ('ase of syphilis, and received a 
mercurial inunction, with no improvement. A patch , similar to 
ringworm, appeared hy this time 011 the outside of the left ankle, 
this being accompanied by numbness. Th e skill of hoth forearms 
began to "feel like paper ", was very tll'y a1111 110 prespirntion ap­
peared below th e elbow, Numbness increased, and was specially 
noticeable ill the ring and little t1ng'eI'H or both hands. The palms 
of his hands were always pceuliarlv dry. 
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In J!12;" the forehead, tlu- ea rx. and especially t hei I' lobes, and 
the nose a ppeared to increase ill size, and the whole face bevame 
r ed , Tn th is same year hi' was euergct ical lv t reat ed for syphilis, 
I n 18!.t6, in the course of an argument. this person held his arm 
oyer a k(' I'OSCIlC lamp , and was seVl'I'I'l~' burn t , without reelin g the 
least pain, One doctor \\" IlS st r uek by t he p resence of marked 
aesthet ic s~'lII11toms on 110t h f'orea I'I I1S , hut (lid 1I0t rlruw lilly in Ference 
in r ela ti on ill the d iagnosis. 

'I'h e eyebrows now hevamo swolle n lind th e f~l('t' had a brownish 
h il t' . H e \l'IlS Ilgail1 ' 11'('a1l'(1 1'01' syphilis, without resu lt . I n t he 
followin g' yea r, at anot her t own , he \l'IIS d illg'l1 nsell as ' a t'lISt' of 
sv philis, IlIHl again g i\"( ~ 11 an t isv ph ilis t rea tmen t , 

In 18!H1 t he So u th A f r- ican \\'11 1' hroko out and he was passt'c] as 
fit f'or service (he \\"IIS all E nal isluua n ) a nd wi-ut 1.0 Ihe war, During 
the «ampai g» he su ffered from leprot ie rhi ni t is 111 111 his It'g:s and ('yps 
bec ame swollen ; \ Il' \\"(' 111 til a militarv hospital wher« h is ease was 
d iagnosed as one of choroiditis an d peripheral neu rit is . 

H I' arriverl in Engl a nd in 18!I1 , and a ppca red ill Du hl in hefore 
Jfed ieul Hoard, and was t.!I'/'larl'd unfit for f'urt he r service as a 
result or peripheral nom-it is o r uh-oholie or igin , in sp ill' 01' t he fac t 
he had not drun k any liquor for SOIllI' time. T hen he weu t to 
Lo ndon and was t reated for gout. III Decemhe r, I!lOl, he was passed 
as fit for military service, and sailed for Af'rica ill lH02. III .luue 
his fa ce again hpl'llme swol len with small flat lumps. and he de ­
veloped fever. Later he lost the usc of his legs for short time, and 
was d iagnosed "To comotor atax ia " , H I' I't ' CO\'P I,t'd 1'1'0111 this . hut 
had II relapse some tim!' lat er and went to 1I hospi ta l being d iagnosed 
3.'; " e l '~'s i pelas ' " 

I II l~lO ;J an UICI' I' formed in his little finger and he suff'ered con­
siderahle t rouhl e from h is nos«, which ca nsed him 10 ht· trean-d Ior 
syphi lis once more. 

At last , i ll Jno+, a l't er t h irt een ,\'l'ill'S or snift ' I'illg, he \\"IIS tliag nosf:d 
as a ens!' of leprosy by a Dutch d oct or, and the d iagnosis confir med 
later by the lahorato rv. 

B~' t h is ti me, however, his case was an a dvanced OIlC, wit h numer­
ous nodu les on t he fate, and sho r tl y a l'tu r l ie lost hi s eyesig-ht. 

EGG PRODUCTION OF ASCARIS, NECTOR AMERICANUS AND 
TRICHURIS 

In The J ournal o] Pont ,o;itology U. \\'. Brown, or -Iuhus 

H opk ins Un iversity, publishes a study of l1gg production from foul' 



individuals, of whom the tirst nne was infested with hookworm 
and triehuris ; the s('('(lllll one with hookworm and ascaris : the 
third one with hookworm, ascaris 011(1 triehurls anrl the fourth 
one with ascaris. 11e made egg counts 1'1'0111 these caSt'>; for a period 
of from ten 10 twenty-three days, The total daily fl' clll output was 
collected, and eg'g'-co\lIlts mude after stirring and weighing. The 
total number 0 I' eg-~s lWl' day WIIS ohtnim-d hy mult iply iug; Ihe ('ggs 
per gram by the total stool weight. " 1' hl' ·11 II ltd ll' I' of female \\")J'IlIS 

harbored hy the ease was obtained hv dividing the ;'I\'l'rag(' munher 
of eggs passed P('j' day hy the diflvrcnt hosts, hy tile numher or ('ggs 
It single worm hilS l)('c'n found to jlrOdlll' (', which for m'I'uto]' is ab out 
nine thousand, an d for ascaris lumbrivoides ab out 2()O.(}()(). 

As a result of this studv, Brown roaclres the ('oll()\I-il1!! COlll')lISiOIl S: 

1. .Judged h~' a comparison of the coeflic ieuts or vm-iat.ion or th e 
eggs p el' 11uy and grams fl'(,(,s pus"ed II~' tho host, egg-product iou is 
a Yen' constant pit ('II 011ieuon, much mora so than feel'S Jl<lSsag"_' 11,\' 
th e host . 

2.1·'rolll a courparisou of th e stundurd deviut ion« of day-to.day 

eg g -ou tp u t s with 1I10S1! of thrcc-dav moving avorngvs of th e> -';:IlTH! 

data on ce irrcgubn-itics dil l' to Iceul product ion <11'( ' elim inate d (' ~g. 

production is filil'1y n-gulur.. 

a. Eg-g produc t iou by S. «nicricu nu«, A . li/llllJl'iroidc" ( fpr ti l iz\'d 
and un l'ert il izcd and T. l rich ur« is, withiu ('ITO] ' dn!' to siz l ' of in­

fest at ions equallv regular. 

-L Egg-l'oullt data f'rciu hosts Ita l'lllll'ing t \\('S(' worms g in' index 
or th e number of worms 1I'II'ho1'('d. 

ii, Hlll"\ ' l '~' of populat iuu uroups It.... "gog -('ount gin' as rvliu hl « 1lI­

formati on 1'0 1' .·l.~('lIl'i ,~ Iumbricoid:» and Trichuri« irich ur« as rOl' 

'" ccator (1/III'l'il'(( nus. 

TYPHOID FEVER IN THE UNITED STATES 

Prelimiuarv r eports from th e health olih:Pl's 01' t hi rty-six :-'t:ttes 
for fift.\, weeks o r .t !J~7 show t hat flit, incid en ce 01' typhoid l\'wr' 

during 1!J27 W<lS less than it was dnr jug til l ' IH'l' l'l'ding 1wn ,I"('<lI'S. 

POI' tifty we eks in I!J2:; tlJ('SI' ~'hates I'l'(lol'!l'd :~O, 'i () () cases of typhoid 
Iuver ; in ] !)2G, 2:'),600 ('ilS('S: allll in .I ~ J :n oI11~ ' 2:2,-1-00 ea,.;('". The 
aggregate population of the :ai Statl'S is ~dl(lnt t:t',OOI',OOO. 

Th e followin g' t ahl e ~iYes a «ouipari-nu 0 1: l he reports of ea"('s of ty ­
phoid fever from these Stah's for th e sixteen weeks f' rnm August 2S to 



33-1 t-orero RI CO HEVIEW 0 1-' r uu r.rc HE.\LTJl .\ X D TROPIC.\L .)UmICIKE 

December 17, ]927, with th e reports for the corresponding period of 
the years UJ2;) and ] D2G: 

I-"uur we-e ks l~ndf'd 
(' (lrn"~"() l u l iIU: we ...k ... 

~~ IJt ~r llh ' ·r:.? t 19".!7 . .• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .. . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . • . . . a.;,;:::: -4 .t); '; '( . -I .~~ 
(.ct 4,b er~. I!t!; . . . . . . .. • • . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. .. . •... . . . . .... .. ... :!.' i.SC 1 ·t OI!) a,foil ... 
:\·u \"t.~ JU I )f1 r HI. l~~:! . .. .. . . . . . • . .. . . . .•. • •. . . . . . ......... .. ...... l.!J H; -:!J. )j ~ .': o.1 
]) p('(' lIlh, ' r 17. H':!7 .0 •••• • •••• • • • 0 • .0 • • 0 • . 0 • 1.:!J8 J.·r;v l Jf..tS••• •• • 0 • • • 0 ' .0 • • • ' ••• 0 •• ••• •• _ • 0 

Tn hlt . . .. . 0 • • • • • • • 0 • • •• • • • ' pO • • • • • • 0 . ' e o • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• J --;.~I~.~,l£~ 

The typhoid I'C\'CI' cu:-;t' and death rutcs [ol'.1!l2:> were high er th an 
th e rates for the years from I !)22 to lU24, inclusive, although the 
1925 rates were lower than fill)' ('\'(,1 ' reenrded hcfnrc .1 !l20. 

'I'he typhoid-fever death rate in the registration area of the 
Un it ed States dropped from HiJ.!) pel' 100 ,()(}O populat ion in 1non to 
6.5 ill ] 926. 

- ( P lIulie H ealtti R eports, J anuary l:l , 1 9~i, ) 
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