
REVIEW OF REVIEWS 

IS TUBERCULOSIS REALLY DECREASING IN U. B. A.? 

e(mt ra r ;\, 10 Oil' po pu lar opinion, tuberculosis is not decrea sing, 

t ~ Sl )(' cillll~' ill th e larger cities of the 1;lIited States. While th ere has 
been a steady decline in mortalitv during t he past few yea rs , st ill 
reported fignres show th a t 1!l2fi rat es were h igher than those of 
1!l2ii. T he )lont hly Bulletin of the Department of H ealth of 
Xewark, N. ;1., stat es that th ere wer« HG8 deaths I'rom pulmonary 
tuberculosis report ed ill that cit,v, 1111 in crease of thirty-three as 
compared wit h 1!l2ii. The death rat e 1)('1" hundred thousand popu­

lat.ion WIIS eig hty in ]!)2fi, while 111 t he previous year it totaled 
7 ~1.9 . 

Of th e sixt een cit ies 111 th e United Stute s of 400,000 popula­
I ion a nrl II how , ele ven showed an in creased mortality f ro m tuber­
culosis «(}!J.:1 per cent) liS compa red with five showing a decrease 
for t he year. Among the thirt y -fin' cit ies of 100 ,000 and under ' 
400 ,000 popula t ion, seventeen sh owed lIJ l incrr-a:«: ill t he t uberculo­
sis rate (4H.:> pel' ecn t ) , T he cit ies th at r ,;)() ;,t l'll a n in creased 

mortalitv ra te for t ubercul osis during' 1926 are Xl'\\" York, D etroit, 
Cleveland. Bost on, Los Angeles, B uffalo, Milwa ukee, Washington, 
D. C.; Newark, Minnea polis, Cincinna t i; -Iersey City a nd Trenton 

X. .J. ; Worcest er. Springfield, Xew Re d fo rd, Lynn, Fall River, 
lind ambridge, )lllss. ; DlIlIas lind H ouston, Texas ; T oledo, Oh io ; 
Riehmond Va. j Des )Ioines, Iowa ; Sa lt Ilake Cit y, I:ta h ; Albany, 
N. Y. j Erie, Pa .. and Waterbury. Con TI . 

St. Paul sh owed neither an in crease nor a decrease as the 192G 
and 1926 rates remained at 67.5 pel' 100,000 population. Los An­
gel es showed the greatest increase (7:3.1) , jumping to 1;)4.8 deaths 
pel' 100,000 population . Other cities that showed all increase of 

more than ten per cent over th e 192 :1 figures are Dallas, Houston, 
Fall River, Des ~loineH , Albany, and Cincin nat i. 

Observations by sanatorium super-intendents lind clinic directors 
point out that the early ease is not being reported lind is allowed 
to run its course until th e patient is unable t o conti nue work, the 
di seuse often being beyond any hope of arrest by this time, Hos­
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pital facilities, while not entirely sufficient for the tuberculosis eases, 
are rapidly assuming' that condition, but the delay in seeking treat­
ment has clogged the sanatorium with eases that are hopeless lia­
bilities, ' Anoth er factor that is legislating' against the Iurther de­
crease of tuber culosis cases, is the extreme prosperity of the country. 
Constant pressure to secure the demanded luxuries keep the wage 
earner working when he should be under treatment, lind lessened 
worki Ilg' hours ill IlIOSt skilled era ft smans trades makes it possible 
for mod erat e cffieienev to he secured even though the disability be 
advanced, 

Recent, agitation has encouraged the adoption of state or na­
donn1 pension schemes, wh er eby the family of II tuberculosis pa­
tient mav be given assistall ce during his disability , hut the fear of 
too much paternalism in government machinery forestalls serious 
consideration, although New York State has recently effected legis­
lation of this nature by passing' the Fearon Bill, by which relief 
is made possible for the family of wage earners afflicted with tu­
berculosis. 

-(From Tho Nation's Hcalik;'; 

CIGARETTES-THE NEW PATENT MEDICINE 

Stndents of advertising have noted the growing tendency of the 
exploiters of cigarettes to adopt "patent medicine" methods in 
puffing their goods. No longer is it good form for politicians, pu­
gilists, prima donna 01' even queens of central Europe to give testi ­
monial for" patent medicine". But it. is perfectly proper for poli­
ticians, pug-ilists, prima donnas, queens, et e., to lell how mu ch they 
rely for mental equilibrium and spiritual inspiration on som e brands 
of cigarettes. 

1\0"" comes a news item that opens up visions of still greater 
opportunities. In that trade publication, the Oi/-, Paint and Druq 
R eporter, for November 7, 1927, we read: 

"1'he Ln nrbcrt. Phm-mru-nl Conm nn v of St. Louis i" "ai,1 to be planning to 
market a cigarette which wiII be Impregnnted with the active principles of 
Listerine." , 

What possibilities for the impassioned copy writer! Naturally, 
the slogun for this new brand will be: "Not a halitosis in a hatful". 

-(From Hygeia.) 
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NEW IDEAS IN MALARIA CONTROL 

1"01' y ears sa n itarians and public-hea lt h officials hav e been u rging 
th e ab oliti on of mosquito-breedi ng foci as one of t he surest ways of 
controlli ng malar ia , W hile r ecognizing the desir ab il ity of these 
measures, further st udy of the mal aria problem has suggested ot her 
and mor e economical wa ~'s of dealing with it. 

J ames 'and Shutc in E ngland, and Decks an d associates in t his 
countr y , haw' been st udy ing the infectivity of mosqui toes of the 
malaria-bearin g' ty pe. Th ey fi nd t ha t only a sma ll per centage of 
such mosquitoes act ual ly t ra nsmit the orga nism and tha t a la rge 
majori ty of th is small group lives in bu ild ings, li S houses or barns, 
where food is abu ndant . T hey find further t hat seldo m, does it 

mosq uit o become infect ed by a sing le meal of blood f rom a malaria 
patient. Itepeatcd feed ings on sueh patients arc necessa ry to en 
able Ole insect t o transmit th e di sease. 

Br-iefly , the conclusions of t hese wor kers arc t hat malari a will 
be more cffeeti vely controlled by the daily destruction of mosquitoes 
in bu ildings after t hey have fed 0 11 pers ons affected with malaria . 
Each mo rning t he engo rged insects may be found r esting' 01 1 walls 
and ledges wh er« th ey a re easily kill ed. If th is practice is ca r r ied 
out da ily the re will he l it t le oppor t unity for dan gerous insec ts to 
sur vive, as it r equi res ten days a fter fee di ng fo r the mosquitoes to 
become ill feet ive. 

If the u se of the fly water for a few miuu tes dailv will be more 
effec t ive in t he cont rol of the d iseus e than the dr ainage of large 
breed ing arcus, va st economics w ill he effeeted ; economies . which 
in many eases , will rel eas e I nnds f'or othe r f orms of hoalt h work. 
Further st udies will be watched with interest, a nd if the results arc 
as conclusive as indica ti ons sll~gest, they should sti mulate lH!W lin es 
or a tt ack against other in sect -born diseases. 

- ( F rom TI,,: Niltioll '.~ ][rultll. ) 

USE OF AIRPLANE FOR MOSQUITO CONTROL 

Owing to the trem endous <111<1 . rapid developmen t of hydroelec­
tri c POW('1' and the conseque nt impounding of water in the Sout h, 
it has been n ecessary for t he various Sta te Boards of H ealth and 
t he malariologi st» of th e United St ates P ublic H ealth Ser vice t o 
give ser ious attention to the possibility of t he lise of t he a ir plane 
in cont ro lling Anopheles produc t ion in t hese area s. 

Expe r ience at Quantico, Va .,_had shown that a mixt nre of P a ­
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r is ~re ('11 an d powdered soapst one, when a pplied f ro m nu airplane 
firi ng over a dense vegetat ion , pouetrnted t he vegetu rion a1\(1 reached 
the surface of the wa ter in doses lethal t o anopheline Ia rvie . 

The South Carolina ::;lale B oard of H ealth was anxious t o have 
practi cal demonstra t ion of t he effect iveness of this proced lir e and 
offered, for ex perimen ta l P\1l'poses, 11 heavily O" CI'g I' OW U pond ncar 
13aIII berg, in wh ich dense veget at ion, bot h bushes and trees, sh aded 
almost all or the water suiIace. tIota g(' was heavy, and t he produc­
t ion (If A noph eles qu adr imculat 1/:1 W lI S la rge, 

At th e re quest of th e' P uhlie Healt h Se rv ice a nd t he South ClI­
rolina State Board of H ealth , t he NII\':-' Departm ent lent an air­
plane with )Im'ill c Corps tli- rs . 

1\n a bandoned field neal' I"hl' pond was elea 1'(' <1 h:-' t he cit izeus 
of Hnlllh erg for usc in lauding and loading. 

1'11C plane, a F'ord transport uronopla ne, WlI S sent f'roui Anncos­
ria to Quant il:O, when' there was in stulled a pla in JIH'tH] hopper 
with a sli d ing' valve opening' into a ventur-i tube helow the I uselugc. 
'I'hc plane WII S t IW II flown I [I Bam berg r eudy Inr d('lIlO llst J'at ion, 

'l'h c day be fore the n ig-hl t lIt: undersigned trn n 'rsed t h osl ~ p OI'· 

tions of the pond where brush wus most d (' I1:' (! . ma kiug' hun dr eds 
of d ippin g'S among t ill' flola:!(·. st" l l'l~ hin g- 1'01' a nopheles lurva-, Lar­
" Ie 1l\"f' I'lIgt~ five I ll '!' d ip. E leven 0111 or 1'\'Ny th irteen d ip" secured 
la rvro. 

On :3eptc IIl!kr ~ , a t 11 a. Ill .. ;jOO po un ds of Pa r is g-reeu, wi th 
all equal quant ity of soa ps ton e, was d ist rih utr«] h:-' t he plano over 
th e ;;00 a('I'l' :'; of p ond, the plan e mak iujr two trips with a GOO-POltll(! 
load per tri p. 'l'h e pla ne Hew about ;')0 f l' l't above t he top of t he 
I "('('S ; the breeze was Ye r.'" I ig-hl . t he day hcin g ll carl~ ' calm and 
clea r an d br izh t. Th e total t ime of till' flight , inclu ding lauding' 
mHI reload ing, W il l' one ho ur a nd th irty minutes. 

'I'h« pluue made su ecessi ve trips IWI'OSS th e' pond and u p a nd 
cl ow n th e poud, g l'idi l'OJli llg' t he 111'1'11 wi th paths a pp roxi mate ly au 
eig hth of a m ile apart. Th ere sl'ellll'll to be a f aid,'" even d ist rihu ­
ti on of the dust over th e nOO ac res of pond. 

Immediately prior to th e ilig-lJt a Humber of visitors ente red the 
pond with dippel'S and HSSlIrl'(1 th ems elves of t l c Ilea"," mosquito 
breeding. Two ho urs 1IIt er the commence ment of t he f i:.rht t hese 
visi tors reentered the pond nnd di p ped fOl' larvui in order to ob­
serve th e eurIi est effec ts , In III I' small clear areas JI() l ive la rvro a t 
a ll were found a nd many dead ones were pi cked up. Wh erc 1rees 
and bushe s covered the water all f'ul l-gro wn Im'\, IC were dead, but 
Home first-stag« la rv a. wer e st ill alive. 
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On September 9, tw enty-two h ours after t he dusting' flight , the 
wr-iters went into the pond wh ere t h« vegetation was den sest and 
the flotage heaviest . Two boats were used, winding' about over ap­
proximat ely twelve acres near th e lower end of the pond, wi th the 
following results: 

In all types of flota ge 70:3 eliJls were made, ami th ere were found 
three living Ano pheles 11l1'\'1c ( two Ilrst st age and OIl C I~arl~ ' SI~ C OJlI l 

st ~II!(' ) , 84 dea d Anoph eles larvn-, HIIlI six li viug pupae, 

- (From P ubt ic H rn l tlc J:eJ' o rt ~. ) 

ROBINSON CRUSOE'S ISLAND REPORTS 

..A hospitnl has been built hy the fishermen 011 •./ nun 1<'Cl'u{IIlUCZ 

Island. Th e little inst it lit ion is l'qlliplll~d with medical suppl ies, and 
IIlIS 1111 op erating' room hut. no phvsiciun. 'I'IWl'l~ are ab out :287 p er­
son s living 0 11 t h« island ; when one of th em hpCOIllI'S ill , t lie sy mp­
toms a re wirelesssed to \'llipa I'll ISO ; when a ll opera tion becom es 
11('e e ;;SIlI',\' , a s urgeon is S"llt O" ' ~ I ' From \ 'al paraiso.\Valdo IJ. 
Schmit t of the Smithsoninn Inst itut ion, W ash ill ;!t 011, D. C" who 
r ece nt lv visited .Juan 1"PI'llillHI I'z , fouwl it mil: of th e most frui t ful 
spots ill ~ ont h America. IJ l' is rep ort ed to han" sai d t ha t C\'C l' Y 

imag inabl e plant seems to grow t ln-rc. The islan d is abo t he bas e 
of a spill~' lobst er fishl' l' ~' , ~O,OOO lobsters a yea r hejllg sh ip ped us 
far south us Buenos ~\ ires. 

- (From The Journal o] the A ml'l'icl/I/ ] f"d ic(ll .,/',,o;ol'illiioll. ) 

WHAT THE TEACHER DIDN'T KNOW 

" n n·eti llg' his pup ils, t he ma st er askl'd: 
What would yon learn or 1Il1' ? 
And t he /'1'J1 I~ ' ca me : 
111)\\' shall we ca re 1'01' III II' bodi{~;; ! 

How shall \\"(' rear our chi ldrcn! 
How shall Wl' work togcther ? 
I low shall \\'(1 Ii,,1' with OUI" f'ellowmcn '! 
How shall W I' play ! 
}l'OI' '",l lat l'llll ;; shall WI' Iive ~ 

Alit! t he tr-neh er pondered t lu-so words a nd SOI' I'O \\' WII:-; in his 
heart , 1'(1/' h is own learu irur 101H:hed not th ese- things. " 

-s-Princ ipl e» of E tlucu t ion, Cha pma n nnd Cou nts ( Yale) . 


