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The main act ivities of the D epa r tment of H ealth a p peal' thorou gh lv 
di scussed under t he different headings, hut I sha ll make it brief sum
mary of the most important ind iv idu al r eports wh ich deserve s [w" ial 
comment and cr itieisrn. 

Preferen t attention lws been g'iW'll t o the or gan izat ion of III11

nieip al health unit s or which two are f'un et iouing at the present t. ime, 
one at Rio Pi edras and one at Ya bu eoa . 'I'h eso units follow t he most 
modern meth ods and their cstuhlisluueut lays th e found at ion fo!' tlu' 
general reorganization of local public health work through out the 
Isl a1Il1. In view of t he fa ct that. th e muuicipal it ies sha n- till' expe uses 

this brings II closer coope rat ion betw een th e municipal counun uit ...· 
and th e Insular Gov ernment, although the mana gem ent of said inst.i
tut ion s is absolutely under our control. Th e main feat u re , from the 
educ a t ional standpoint, is t hat bot h th e rural and urban ZOIWS are 
in cluded, toget her with I he medical in spection of th e public schools . 
TlwMunieipal H ealth ln it of Rio Pi edras is classed a;; a mod el 
of i ts kind in every part.iculur and i t is being prncticully used as a 
school for the training of public-health workers, including physicians, 
.A survey is being made at. th e presen t time so as to ext end this work 
to other localities. Th e Sc()P( ~ or activities is in clu ded ill the COITC

spending chapter. 
Your attention ii'i part ieula rlv called to th e work accomplished 

by the Division of Public Hcalth~ducation wh ich was cst a hli"hcd 
during the past year, The head of this division was entrusted with 
the organization of tw elv e t eachers ' institutes, in «oop erat ion with 
the Department. of Educat ion and th e Department of Agriculur« and 
Labor. 'rile Island was divid ed into twelve nrtificinl d iv isions, ill 
such 11 manner that each division should eon t a iu ah out two hundred 
rnrul t eachers and the m unicipalities sele ct ed were the following ; 
Rio Piedras, Cng uas, Cayey, Ctuado, Ponce, ~Ia.rllgii ez . Arc eibo, 
Aguadilla, Hurnacao, (Iuayama, Yauco, and Bayamon. Although 
preferent att ention was given to rural sanitation along the lines of 
hookworm cont r ol, nevertheless, publi c-health work in gen eral, f r om 

* Lett er of 'I'runamittal to the H on . H oru ee Mu un Town er. Gover-uur- tlf Po rto R ic-o, ueeum
IHllIy jn~ th e An n u al Hc port of the D epar t ruen t of H ea lth, 19:.!fi-27. 
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the practical standpoiut, was also brought before the attention of the 
teachers. Great pains were taken to present the subjects in a dear 
and concise way ::;0 as to give the teachers the idea that they were 
ad-ing as slassroorn students. A written examination was given at 
the dose of the public-health session, the papers were corrected aud 
a rating was assigned to each teacher. 

A lengthy report OIl malaria is submitted to vour considerat ion, 
as all the data furnished are the result of actual work carried out 
11,\' the personnel of the Bureau of Malaria Control. It eont ains 
valuable in formation on research work, part icularlv on the Iccrling 
habits of the 1\1'0 common species of mosquitoes of Porto Rico , 
Anopheles Albimanus and A nopheles Urubluunii. Also a study of 
th e Ilcsl methods of mechanical protection and the infiuence or irri
gation on t he in cidence of malaria. '1'1Iis Bureau is toduy our train
ing school , both from the scioutifle and from the practi cal standpoints, 
for public-health workers who want to specialize in malaria , adding 
to our plan of WOJ'k a knowledge of agricultural methods, as it is 
well known that. sugar-cane eultivation in Porto Rieo is intimately 
associated with the prevalence 01' malaria, part ieularly 011 the coastal 
plains, Th e iu er ease of H4H death» which appear 011 page 140 is ap· 
parently due to a better diagnosis of th e disease hy the practicing 
physicians, 

The study of the report of the Bureau of Rural Sallitatioll, which 
gives pref'erent attention to the problem of hookworm cont rol, 
furnishes ver~' valuable and interesting data, as follows: 

Lat rtnr-s Cllllf\h'IH't~d ,Im'jug the )'1':11'_ _____________ __ ~O , i !J2� 
Latrlnes consrrn eted ill previous )'earS_ __________ ____ 8li, ~12li
 

Latrines ('I.>nHtrllcted tu ,Iat'· 1(1'j', lI S 

'I'rentments ndnr in istcrr-d during the ye ar 1::lS. ii!' 
T'rcntment« udmiulstere.l in prrwinus years (iili, i2li 

'I'reutmeuts udm in ist erml til dute 7in, 505 
J'at ieur s ,li~ehal'~l'oJ as cu n ·d d ur iug tho )"1':11'_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Ill, :lOI 
Patients ,l i"d llll'W',l as cum" .lnring previous .\'paf ~ 171.. 7;i1 

T he work of rural sanitation where in more emphasis is pla-cd 
upon education, progresses as usual, and with th e cooperation of th e 
rural schools as th e result of the teachers' institutes, the people nrc 
giving more attention and care to th e const ru ct ion and us!' or the 
latrine, whi ch will spare the soil from contamination, 
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'I'he report. of t he B iologica l Laboratory gives ItII irlea of the 
increase in t he amount of work wih eh is being <lone with the ad
dit ion of t he recen tly created bureau s and divisions. In t he year 
1921.-22, 7,666 specimens were examined and during the pa st year 
the total has r eached 41,42 1 whi ch , with th ose examined at. the branch 

located a t Ponce, g ive II grand t otal of iJO,745 , As compar ed with a 
simila r public health laboratorv ill t he Un it ed Sta tes, our labor atory 
r an k.'! high in the tota l number of specimens examined and in th e 
quanti ty and quality of the work pe rformed . 

Your at tention is call ed to th e rep ort of th e Chemical La boratory, 
wh erein a st at ist ical report. on mi lk ad ulteration is submitted .Jrom 
the y ear l!JOl to the ye ar 1!J2i . The lowest perc entage of ad nlt era t ion 
in these 26 yea rs correspond s to the past vear, night per cent . Be
fore the pre sen t drastic campaign was stnrted, four years ago, the 

percentage of adultorution was usually abov e tw enty pel' cent , re ach
ing din-inc the vea r 1!J1O-1l as high as 50.50 11('1' cent. The <1I'Op 

seems to have star ted s ince th e yca r 1922-28 with a gradual decrease 
of fr om 2:3.95 t o eight pel' cent. 

One t housand five hundred and fift v-five bonds fr om milk dealers 
ha ve been ap p roved <lurin g the p resent vea r amo un t ing to $ 152,100, 
in accordance with A ct No, 77, 1!l25, " P royid ing punishment for 
t he adult eration of milk, an d for other purposes." Ni nety-one ap
plica t ion» 11 1'(-' under study and pending inv est iga tion . One of th e 
most outst and ing deve lopments during the year has been th e eon
st ruct ion of mod ern da iries every where in the Island confor min g to 
the re quirements of the sanitary r egulat ions, Parti cul arly mnuy 

d a iries whi ch have been est II hlishcd near San J uan and adjacent towns, 
can he classed as models of their k ind in an y count ry, Pl ans ha ve 
been approved for the const r uct ion of more new rla irie«. ~I any of 
those in operation can he pl ain ly seen from t he main high wavs. 

Statist ical da ta from wate r -sup ply an d sewerage systems show 
that up to the present ti me t he re are in Porl o Rico iin tOWIlS awl 
cit ies with wat er-supply sys tem», out of whi ch 2li have al so sewer age 
syst ems. W at cr-puritica t iou plants' conforming 1() t he most modem 
r equirements ill its minutest detail are being eonst nu-te rl ill the foul' 
more important cities of Porto Rico, namely, San .Jnan, P once, ~la 

yagiiez, and A re eiho, whi ch 110 d oubt w ill rnise the hygieni c st anda rd 
of Ii ving in the above-na med municipal it ies. 

F our Hew institut ions will he read y for oecu [lan ey at t he begi n
n ing of the next fiscal your am i those arc th e new I nsun e H ospital , 
t he P re vento rlum, t il e FOl1l'C Dist ri et H ospit al and th e ~all -luan 
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District Tlospitnl which is being built close to th e Sch ool of Trop ical 
Medi cine. Al so the school bui ld ing for the Institute for th e Blind 
will he re ad v . The ope ning or these inst itutions will r equire legis
lative action. 

Plans for tho cnnst ruet ion 01' rnun ieipal hospit als ha ve hcon IIp

proved for t he muuicipaliti cs of Yabucoa, Bareelnn et a, Sah au a Grande, 
Coamo. Lares and Mor ovis, 

A total of 33,562 death s were r egistered dur ing the year, an in 
cr ease of 1.218 deaths over th e year 192;>-26 in which :32,:344 deaths 
were regist ered. Cons equent ly, th e death-rate is 23,3 per 1,000 popu
lation as agninst 22,8 for t he p revious year or an in crease of 0.5 per 
1,000 population. By making a compurative st ndy of th e principal 
causes of death dnrina the past. ~ ' (,lIl' we find that t his inc r ease is due 
to those diseases that are more 0 1' less associated with mu ritioual dis
tu rbauces as Iollows : 

Jnt'rt'ato1l' 
Di arrhen and en teri t is (und er t wo y en rs ) -1!l!1� 
Tuherculosis ( a ll f orms ) ·13.J� 

Di arrhea a nd enterit is (two y ear~ an d "'-er ) ____________ :l,iS� 
Ch ron ic nephrit is :{lill� 

Coll g-e II it II I deLJilit.,·_______________ 28li 

TntllL 1, 9:l7 

This lea VI' S sti ll .1 ma rgin of 7El in fa VIII' of I he iucrease, 11 ue to 
disease s assoc iate d with 1I11t,'iti OlHI I d istu rbances. "With the exce ption 
of malaria t here has heen a decrease in all t hose prev en ta ble d iseases 
that, du e to the ir t ransinissihil itv. develop!' into epidem ic form. '1':,"
phoid fever, d iphtheri a and uncin ariasis, wher e a decr ease is recorded, 
are good examples . Th ese nosolog ical ent it ies obey mor e promptly 
to direct pu hlic-heaIt h measu res 0 I' prevent ion and control. 

As per request, onr moving-picture films deal ing with th e work 
which th e Departmen t or Health "of Porto Ri co is l'alT~'ing OIl , have 
been exhibited in Santo Domingo an d Venezuela. 

A del egation of prominent physicians from Brazil headed hy the 
Superitendent of th e Insane Hospital of .Iaquery visited our new 
Insane Hospital and ill a repor t. which th ey submitted to the gOY. 

ernment, which was f reely di stributed, after seeing in stitutions of 
this kind in the United States and ill Europe , st at ed that th e Insane 
Ho sp ital of P orto Ri co is one of (he most perfect they have visited. 
Also at t he request of th e F rench Cons ul, pl ans. regulat ions and 
technical re ports 011 the di sp osal or sewage an d residue f rom the sugar 
centrals were sent to th e Governor of ) lartinica for proper st udy and 
adoption into t hat coun try. 


