
REVIEW OF REVIEWS� 

BLACKWATER FEVER FROM INOCULATED MALARIA� 

The following elise of blackwater fever following inoculated 
tertian malaria duri ng th e treatment of a case of general paralysis 
was abstracted, as follows, in the December number of Medical 
Sc/:CllCC, A bsiracts and lieuictos . 

"A ('USC of bluekwater fever is reported following mild benign tert.ian malaria 
nr tifi"iall." Induced , I u rill ~ the treatment of a ('lise of general pu rulyxis in German)': 
The malarial parasite used originally {':IInc , from the Balkans and had always up' 
pl'are,l to he a t."l.il·al plnsmorl ium vivnx whilst being passed through mllny cnses 
of gC1leral paralysis. 'I'he attack of malaria in this pntient showed no abnormal 
features, although the incubation period was only five days. The attack WlIS cut 
short on tho sixteenth dny by giv ing an extract of cinchona for eight days. The 
total amount of extract giycn was estimated to huvo containe.l about 4-6 gr, of 
quinine. A week nf'tor the tomparnture had become normal and the parasites 
bail disappeared from the blood the temperature began to rise j the patient WIiS 

gh'clI 8 gr, of quinine and almost, immediately passed typical urino, at first red 
nnd lnt er black. The urine was clear again next day, hnt the patient wus juun­
diced and the blood showell typical changes. The temperature fell gradually to 
normal in about ten daya. Paroxysmal haemoglobinuria cannot he certainly ex­
eluded, hut the ease suggests that blackwater f ever Call occur in the absence of 
mosqu itoes or an~' tropical or local factor," 

NEW WAY OF TESTING SUSCEPTIBILITY TO DIPHTHERIA 

The following abstract from an article on a proposed new method 
for detecting sus eeptihility to diphther-ia was also taken from Med~cal 

Science, Abstract» am] Reuieio«, 

"Kasso\\'itz has compared Schick's intracutaneous method of testing- for 
susceptibi'lity to diphtheria with a method which consists in rubbing a concen ­
trated diphtheria toxin Into scratches on th e skin produced by Pirquet 's scarifier, 
Tho toxin watt concentrated by drying at 37° C. and redlssolving in saline eon­
tnining :l:l per cent of ~lycerine, A control test was made with similar toxin 
inactivated by heat. One hundred and eighty-two children were tested by tho 
intracutuIleous and scarifying meth ods simultanaoualy. Tn the great majority of 
enses th e results of the two tests were identical, the only exeeptions bo ing four 
children who g-ave positive CU!lIllCOUS tests and doubtful negntivo Schick tests, 
ann three children who gnve a pseudo nnd lIegnth'e reaction with the Schi ck test 
and merely a negative reaction with the cutaneous test. It was noticed that 
pseudo-renctlous did not appear 50 readily with the cutuneous test, 
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"Tho author remarks that if his cutnucous test only had beeu done uo child 
~ould have been considered immune to diphtherin who was not so in fact j the 
test is simpler to the Schick test and uvuids the diflleulties duo to poor keeping 
-qunl it les of diluted toxin," 

EFFECTS OF ULTRAVIOLET RAYS ON INFECTIONS 

The following conclusions are arrived at by Hill and Clark from 
11 study of the efl'eet of ultraviolet radiat ion 011 resistance to infection: 

Hill and Cla rk tested lite effet:ts of radiation with a qua rtz mer­
cury arc 011 rats which had heen previously injected wit It culture of 
pneumococci. 

"fn gl'neraJ, groups uf ruts rcceivrug n largp daily rlose of ultraviolet ru din­
tiou grew at a slower rate than the controls ,luring the first week of treatment , 
Thill effect was probably asso"i"ted with the very severe IUII'us from which they 
were sufferin~ duriug this period as th ey suhaequeutly g-rew lit the normal rate. 
Groups receiving smul l daily ,luse;; grew at the same rate us the controls, uud 
in DO Instance dicl tho radiated animals show any increase in the r:..to of gmwth." 

"There was DO change ill the erythrocyte or leucocyte counts in rats receiving • 
daily doses of ult ruviulet radint.iou, The platelets showed a conaistcnt increase 
in all the radiated un imals, hut there was no correlation between " high platelet. 
·coun t and subsequent resistance to a general infection with PII, 1." 

"liltraviolet radiatiou gi\'en nf't er injr-etinn to the test culture of I'll. I 
had no effect. In two out of thl'l'l' experiments radiation, 0\'01' a period of two 
W three weeks before inject ion, illl'rl':lsC'd the resistance slightl~' indicating' some 
possible benefit if radiation precedes infection." 

"We conclude, therefore, that the present state of our knowledge concerning 
the effect of ultraviolet radiation Ull suacoptibiltty to infection does not justify 
its use as a general therapeutic IIgent ill infectious diseases and giv/';l very little 
support to the belief that it is capnhle of increasing natural resistauce in normal 
individuals. ' , 

-Tile d'Illl'rit.'an Journal. o] HygiellC, 

MORTALITY IN ACUTE ABDOMINAL AFFECTIONS 

"The increase in the death rate from appendicitis is nine per 
cent greater than that from can ter during' the past ten years; and 
while the total death rate from cancer is six times that of ap­
pendicitis, four times as many people die from appeudieltis hefore 
the age of fifty, which is the productive period, than from cancer?", 
says Dr. John 0. , Bower, of the Samaritan Hospital, Philadelphia, 
writing for '1.'he Amcrican Journal of the Jlcdicul Sciences. 

He believes that the mortality from acute diseases suel; as af­
feetions of the abdomen, is unnecessarily high and that it could 
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Ul' lowered conside ru hlv if the puhl ie were ed uc at ed on the lIen>ssit)' 
of cons ult ing t he doctor as SOOIl as ucut v uhdominal diseases set i ll, 

The r-ause of the high morr nlitv rate in abdominal d isl'/lst's is due' 
for the most part. SHyS Dr, Hower, "to los." of time bet wee n tlll~ 

onset of symprom« ami oprrut iOIl" , and he bcl icve« that . , t hI' pre 
"clition is th e edu eat ion of t he puhl ie through t lIP I'amily physician ". 

He makes a stat ist ienl s t all." o f appendicitis, in te stina l ohst ruet ion, 
acute perf'oru t inn 0 1' t he duoden u m or sto mac h, a cute IHllH:1'l'U ! it is; 
ed opi,' p I'I -g nn 11(',' " it Ill! aeu :I ' pl'I' I'I:ra I inn II I' the gall hladder . 


