
BRIEF NEWS NOT~S 

DR. ROBERT A. LAMBERT 

After it short visit in Venezuela, Dr. Robert A. Lambert, Di
rector of the School of 'I'ropi cal Xledieine, has returned to Porto 
Rico. Dr. Lambert was accompanied b~' Dr. Garry Burke of the 
Presbyterian Hospital, San Juan. 

Both Dr, Lambert and Dr. Burke are enthusiastic oyer thelr 
short stay in Caracas due to the llUnH~I'OnS eonrtcsies extended them 
by members of t.he J[eclical F'raternity. Among others, special men
tion is made of Dr.•Juan Iturhe, Dr. Carbonell. Rector of the Central 
Universitv, DI'. Ohassin Itriago. Director of the Sanidad Naeional, 
Dr. Enrique Tejera, Director of the Lahoratories of tho Department 
of Health and Dr. Tlector S(mt!wz, Pi rector of Varga" n ospita1. 

At. the request of the H(H·kl'l'l'lIPI' Fou ndat lou, Dr. Lambert ninde 
a surveyor the ~Il'dical' School in Caracas . 

SCHOOL OF TROPICAL AGRICULTURE 

During the latter- part 01' this month, Dr. Will. Crocker, Director 
of the Boyce Thompson Institute for Plant. Research (Yonkers 
N. Y.). spent ten days ill Porto Rico, as the representative of the 
National Research Council and the 'I'ropieal Plant Research Founda
tion. The obj ect of Dr. Crocker 's visit was to investigate the suitu
bility of POI'to Rico :-IS n sit e for the establishment of a Graduate 
School of Tropical Agriculture, under the auspiees of the National 
Research Council and in cooperation with some continental uni
versity. 

Before leaving, Dr. Crocker announecd his intention of recom
mending Porto Rico as a most suitable place for this purpose, stating 
that other pla( 'l's already considered, including' Florida, Panama and 
Southern California, 110 1101. PltSSPSS all t he advantages found in Porto 
Rico, among which he mentioncd the presence here of Ii very active 
find progresive Dcpa rtmeut of Agriculture, a modern university, 
varied terrain for multiple crops, it deep interest in agricultural 
research among the planters themselves and the outlook for hearty 
support 011 the part of the Insular Government. Hc expressed 
keen satisfaction at the example of successful cooperation between 
a continental lind an insular institution which the recently organized 
School of 'I'ropical Medicine presents. 
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The question of the esta blishment of the School of Tropical Agri
culture will probably not be settled hefore next spring, sin ce the 
matter must first he approved by the Nat ional Research Council and 
guarantees of financial su pport must he obtained : but on both of 
these points Dr, Crocker expressed optimism. 

THE BOARD OF CHILD WELFARE 

Among oth er hills presented at the last session of the legislature 
of Porto R ico through the recommendation of the Board of Child 
Welfare was one " P roYidin g punishm ent 1'01' the abandonment of 
minors and r-onsidering this offe nse a sta te crime". Another "'1'0 
pun ish conenbin ago, iunking Il'/;!!ll the till ion h.... mm-riuge nnd legiti 
mat izing their children". Bill s " To provide aid to th e ch ikl ren or 
tu hereulous pa ti ents in their homes ". "To provide aid to ths ehil
dren of prisoners in their homes" , "To provide funds for the work 
of investigation and study which the Board of Child Welfare car r ies 
ou t " , '''1'0 create courts of domestic relations-providing funds for 
th eir maintenance" were also presented. 

The Board also presented to th e consideration of the Legislature, 
n plan where by th e Boys' Charity School could be made a School of 
Manual Arts. The plan presented would in no way alter the living 
accommodations of the in mates, but would merely bring about a 
practical change in the course of instruction bv providing th e in
mates of t he instit ut ion with 111 1 urlvqnate 1'0 1'111 or instructi on 1I1Id in 
thi s way fully fit them to earn a living afte r leaving the 'school. 

All the projec ts recommend ed by th e lsonrd WCI'e relat ed "to th e 
protection of children in th e hope of hr inging about some form of 
solutio n to th e problems of desertion of minors, ill egitimacy, lack of 
food and propel' nourishment. particularly among the chi ld r en of 
til bereulosis patients and prisoners. 

Tho Board analyzed and revi 'sed all the existin g laws on the 
subject and r ecommended th e specific amendment s which tended to up
lift tho permanent welfare of childhood, At th e same ' time it recom
mended that t he Refor m School be given some oth er name ill order 
to ehauge t he suggest ive and g-raphie meaning or the mission for 
whi ch t he in stitution was crea ted. 

'I'he establishment of children 's hosp itals was especially reeom
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mended as was al so the estahlislunent of a Honse of Detention for 
Delinquent Children, th is being or imperative need in Porto Rico. 

A careful study of the conditions of the mothers of the working 
classes was made with particular attention 10 those who earn their 
daily wages in the cmhroidcrv and drawn-work "l1 qp:" and a!'!' paid 
such a meagre compensation that the 1110St. l'rugal provision s for the 
support of their ch ildren have to be disregarded, 

SUMMER ACTIVITIES AT THE SCHOOL OF TROPICAL lv.1EDICINE 

Although IlO regular courses were offer ed during the summer 
months at t h« :--;dlOol 0 1' 'i'I'op ieal .\ll'dil ~ill c t lip rol!o\\"ing st ude nt s 
were registered for spe cial work in subjects ind icatcd : 

Luis Unrciu de Qu evedo, .\I.D" Pathology 
A ntonio }[a,nll'al , )1.1>.. Pat holo!!,\' 
Ant on io .\ la n illP:I. Al varez. .\1./). , Path olo gy 
.luan A. Pons, B,S. , -lrh-year Class, JetrersOll .\[ed ical Col

lege. Pathology and Parasitology 
Ignacio nil 'd, B.:S., ~ll<l -:· t·a!' Class, Yale .\1<:<li (·al 8elt ool, Pita

1.I1010g~· und Pm'llsi1ol(lg-~' 

George S. Lambert, A.B. , 4th-year class, Coll ege of Physicians 
& 811t'gcons, Columbia Universit y, Tropical l\ledicinc and 
Parasitology 

:\fl's. (Icorgia 0 'Heilly, A.B., Ch(' lIlisl ry 

Rev, Gon znlo Palacios continued his st udi es on the epidemiology 
of leprosy until his departure for Spain, by way of New York on 
August 11th. 

Dr, G urbar Singh Sant, who obta ined It certificate in Tropical 
Medicine last .lune, spent th e summer in Porto Rico doing special 
work in parasitology and tuberculosis, Lle will sail for Ind ia tJIC 
latter part 01: September. 

DI'. Wm. A. Hoffman and Mr . R. A. Marin, of the department 
of parasitology made a number of trips over the Island during JUlie, 
July III\(\ August in a general survey of schistosomiasis and filariasis. 
They spent. several days ill each of the following places: Ponce, 
Fajardo, Aguirre, Afiasco aud San German , with shorter visits to 
other districts. 

Dr. Wm. Crocker , Director of the Royce Thompson Institute for 
Plant Research and member of the National Research Council was 
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giv en 11 11 in [orIllal reception h~' the members or th e st aff of th e 
School of Tropical :'I edi eilie 011 till! a f'te rnoon of Au gust 221ll\. 

A IIIOll g th e r ecent visitors th« following nUIII I'" a re 1'l'g-istcl' cd : Dr, 
Vicente HI'l'lliind('z, L ieut ., 0 , R. ~a vv, ;\;t'\\' Yo rk City : Dr . E . R. 
H ildreth, former D iI'I'\:tOl' of t lh' Pl'csl l~'t el'ian H osp ita l, San .I uan, 
Bay Shore ~, y, ; Dr. F el ix Bu ttc.:'lcdical S <:11Ool of the I niv ersit y 
of Texas, Galveston ; Dr, H. .\1 , Robles, Chief Medi cal Officer , St . 
Martin, Dutch West ludic's, and Dr. Francis :n. Hoot, Associa te 
Professor' or E ntomologv , Johns Hopkins Hospital of Hvgien e, Bal
t. imore, :'Id. 

School of Tropical i\ledicille of the 
lJ NIVE HS IT Y OF PORTO RICO 

l.'lldcr thc .\lI~"icc~ or 

COLU~lHIA U~ I YE HS ITY 

San Juan. 1'. H. 

An institution for the study of trop ical di seases 
and their prevention . 

New building con ta in ing well equipped labora 
tories and library . Clinical facilities in general and 
special hospitals . Field work in cooperation with 
Insular Department of Health , 

Courses in bacteriology , my cology, parasitology , 
pathology , food ch emistry , public health aud trans
missible diseases, open to graduates in medi cine and 
others having, equi valent preparation, N umber of 
students limited. Courses given both in Spanish 
aud English. 

First term of second session begins Oct,; I, I92j ; 
second term, Feb. , I , 1928. Special students arid 
investigaton; admitted at other times as space and 
circumstances permit. . In all cases arrangement in 
advance is ad vised . 

For further information apply to 

Dlrcclor 
School of T'roptea l lItcdiclne 

San JUlin, Porto Rico, 


