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In the final analysis the man of science makes himself of value 
10 th e world in tw o ways : first, by contributing to the increase of 
kn owledge ; second , hy applying that knowledge in such a .way as 
to promote human welfare. 

In history we find many examples of great men who have achieved 
greatness by th e successful pursuit of new facts, while many others 
have won fam e because, through their ability as administrators, as 
teach ers or as physicians th ey have given knowledge a practical 

value. 
Th e distinction between these tw o fields, th e creat ive and the 

applied , cannot always be sharp ly drawn. In th e case of many great 
men-Pasteur, for example- we see the investigator discover an 
important pr inc iple, and th en imme d iately set himself to ap ply ing 
that p r inciple or meth od to the benefit of mankind. The man whom 
this University is about to hon or today has what we ma y call this 
mixed type of gre atn ess. 

He has mad e importunt cont ri but ions to our knowledge of certain 
diseases lind th eir parasite causes, and he has, like the great master, 
Pasteur, used his ene rgy , and his natural power of leadership, in 
applying this knowedge in his own country for the benefit of his 
own people. and incidentall y for th e ben efit of other peoples similarly 
afflict ed . 

.A perusal of his publications, which number more th an a score. 
shows well t he tw o phases of his acti vity. That sch istosomias is no 
lon ger a serious infection among th e people living in cert ain parts 
of Veuezuela is due first to th e fact that he dis covered the interme
diate host of this parasite and secondly to the activitv of himself 
and oth ers in eradicating th e infection 0;1 the basis of th~ facts which 
he had brought to light. 

When we look over t he high mortality and morbidity rates of the 
greater part of tropical America, we see the need of more men of 
th e type of Dr. .Juan Iturbe , men , who are not only endowed with 
11 great intellectual capacity , but who hav e also the initiative the 
energy, and the perseverance necessary to develop their natural 
talents. 
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Dr. Iturbe obtained his B. A. degree from the University of 
Caracas ; and then completed his six-years' course necessary for an 
"liT. D. degree, Not satisfied with this training he spent four years 
in Europe st udying ill th e Univers ity of Berlin, Bonn, and Paris, 
under the direction of such scien t ists as Schadirm, Levin, and Hart
mann. Only a ft er this long period of'tra ining did he begin his life 
work ill Venezuela . Since he is now only forty-two years old it is 
clear that he has accomplished much in a very short time. We are 
sure that he will accomplis h even more in th e twenty or thirty years 
(let us hope it will be for ty) which lie before him . 

The scient ific accomplishments of Dr. Iturbe ha ve been recognized 
by his colleagu es both in Europe and Ameri ca as evidenced by the 
fact that he has been elected to' membership in the following societies: 

Xational Acad emy of Medi cin e of Venezuela 
Acad emy of Medi cine of Colombia 
Acad emy of Medicine of P eru 
Society of Tropical Medi cine of Paris 
Society of Tropical Medi cin e of the Unit ed States 
Royal Society of Tropi cal Medicin e of England 
Society of Xaturalists of Germany. 

MI' . Chance llor. from what 1 hav e said you will understand my 
pleasure in reeorumending that th e Univers ity of Porto Rico coufe r 
upon Dr . -Jna n Iturhe today the title of Doctor of Sciences; I 
helieve that this Un iversity will honor its elf, as well m; Venezuela 
and Latin America, in confe rr ing this degree. 

Tn confe r r ing th e degree, Dr . Thomas E. Benner , Chancellor of 
th e Un iversity of Porto Ri co, said: 

" J uau Jturbo, ci t izen of Venezuela an d the world ; link be t ween No rt h and 
South Am er ica; doc to r and wise investigator : 

t t By vir tue of my authori ty as Chancello r of the Univers ity of Porto Rico 
I confe r upon yo u the hou era ry academic degree of Doct or of Scie nce . " 


