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REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF ROENTGENOLOGY 

1925-1926 

This new division was organized to supply the needs of the anti
tuberculosis dispensaries in the radio diagnosis of cases of tubercu
losis and to render like service to the charitable institutions under 
the Dep artment of Health. Early in June of last year the X-ray 
laboratory was installed in the building which was const ructed for 
this special purpose. By the first 'of July everything necessary to 
carry Oil the roentg enologic work was prepared and the work was 
started. 

The roentgenologist in charge of the division attends also the 
X-ray department of the Insular Sanatorium. 

'I'hree days of the week are assigned to the radiologic clinic located 
at San Juan and the remaining three days to the radiologic 'clin ic 
located. at the Sanatorium. The mornings are set apart for roent
genoscopic explorations, for the preparation of the roentgenograms 
and for the reading of the negatives of the previous day j the after
noons are 'spent in the photographic operations and th e filling of 
report cards. 

During the one hundred and thirty-five days of the year, six 
hundred and eighty-five 'pat ients were examined, an average of five 
patients per day. Of these six hundred and eighty-five patients, six 
hundred and five correspond to the roentgenology of the thorax for 
the investigation of affections of the respiratory system and one to 
determine the presence of a foreign body. The number comprises 
the patients suffering for disorders of the gastro-intestinal apparatus, 
from the genito-urinary system or from diseases of the bones, including 
in the last item the radiographs that deal with fractures and tubercu
losis of the bones. 

'I'he six hundred and five cases of broncho-pulmonary affections 
are classified in chart No.1 according to age, and to the reading of 
the roentgenograms. 'I'hose radiographs which did not demonstrate 
an image showing a marked distinction from those accepted as 
normal were classed as negative or apparently normal. Suspicious, 
were those presenting an image with ill-defined streaks, whereby 
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the presence of a pneumopathy was suspected or where a difference 
to analogous densities in the normal texture required further study. 
Here the patient was the object of a more close and prolonged 
clinical observation. Those cases which presented lesions of the pul
monary parenchyma are classified in the chart as minimal, moderately 
advanced and far-advanced lesions according to the classification used 
by the American Sanatoria Association. 

In chart No.2 these cases are classified by sex, by age groups and 
by the stage of the disease. It may be noticed from this chart that 
the total number of positive cases is one hundred and ninety-two. 
Women are represented by one hundred and twenty-nine or sixty
seven and eighteen per cent of the total; men by sixty-three cases 
of thirty-two and eighty-one per cent of the total. 

EXAMINATIONS OF THORAX 

Patients Examined Classified by Age Groups and by Stage of Disease 
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Cases ~1--2-6 



Negatives.. . . . . . . . . 17 62 26 14 5 2 174 28.76� 

Suspicious . . . . . . . . 25 57 50 65 27 12 3 .... .... 239 39. 54� 

MinlIDRl1esions .. 3 9 16 34 12 19 1 ....... . 9j 15 .53� 

Modelately ........ 4 11 19 12 7 .... .... ..... ... 53 8.76� 
advanced 

Fa.r ad van ced .... . I 1 8 12 11 3 3 45 7.43 

Total ... ..... . ·16 93 III 192 88 -5:I 12 , 605 100.(12 



- - - --- - - --- - - -

40 POUTO RICO HEALTH REVIEW� 

Patients Examined Classified by Sex, by Age Groups and by Stage of� 
Disease 

(MALES) 

Stag'e or dis ease 

Negallve 28 . E4 

Snspi ctous . 9 18 Hi 2 69 37. 20 

Minimal lesions . 8 25 I 1:1.50 

;\["d eralely
advanced :1 2 17 9 . 18 ..·.. r .. ... 

, 

~ 
Far ndvaneed .. . . . I .. . ... .. 8 21 I U l-l II I 99 . 86 

(FKM ALES) 

Segative ........ .. 

Sus ptclous . . ..... . . I: \ 17 
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19 
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Minimal lesion s . . 8 \ 6 15 26 9 10 .... . . . . .. .... . . 19 o16.1 

Moderatel~' 
advanced . . . . . ... :1 9 13 6 6 . . . .. . . . . . ... . .. 36 o8 .5 

Far advanced . .. . . .. ... .. 
-- - - 1 -j 
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To t a I .. .. ... . .. 46 93 111 1&2 881 58 12 5 605 so99 . ~ 

Examinations Made of the Respiratory Apparatus 

R espiru t ory apparatns (pncumoputhy) 605 

Respirutory apparatus (fore ign bod y ) ____ __ _______ ______ .1 
Gu st ro-intest.inn I a ppa ra tu s . ____ __ __ __ 13 
Ge n ito -ur inu rr a pparatus__ ___ __ __ __ __ ____________ ______ 5 

'I'uberculosis and truumatisui of th e bon es ____ __ ____ _____ 61 

T otol 68 5 

Institutions, Clinics and Dispensaries Referring Cases to This Division 

Tuberculosi s di spensary No.1 , San JUOIl 332 
Tuberculosi s dispensary 1\0. :l, Santurce 180 
Tuberculosis clispensary No.4, Puerta de Tierra___ ______ 15 
Quarantine H ospital 33 

Bureau of So da] )Iedicine_____ ____ ____________________ 7 
Bl ind Asy lum ._ 2 
Girl s ' and BOJs' Cha ri ty Sehoo ls _____________________ __ 3ij 
Jail , P enitentiary m~d Insulnr Police 31 
I nsa ne As ylulll_ _____ ___ _ __ 2 

O the r dependencies of the Department. of H ealth________ 48 

TotaL 68i; 


