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PUBLIC WATER SUPPLIES AND SEWERAGES-GENERAL STATUS 
1925- 1926 

During th e past fou l' years th e Island of POl'tO Rico has developed 
a splendid construction program of water supply and sewerage 
syst ems. Out or th e seventy-six nmuicipalities of th e Island, t went y
fou r ha ve construct ed both wat erwor-ks and sewerage syste ms ; fi Ity
two have only wat erworks, one has only sewerage system and nine
t een have neit her water works nor sewerage syst em's, 

'I'he municipality of Bayamon has on ly th e sewerage system com
pleted but not yet in use, as the water-suppl y system of th e munici
pality is an extens ion o f' til l' IIt' W ~a ll .Iuan wat erw orks wh ich is 
now under construct ion. 

WATERWORKS 

A ccor ding" to t he cens us of' 1920, the populati on of t he Islan d 
was 1,299. 809 in habitants : approximately 350,000 inhabitants can 
be considered as urban population . Of th is u rban population about 
300 ,000 inhabitants take th eir water supply f rom waterworks , 
132,1o ; ~ a l'l' using waterworks with some sort of treatment and th e 
r oot with no treatment whatsoever. This leaves all urban population 
of ab ou t 50.000 inhabitants who are not supplied with wat er-supply 
systems, 

During th e present fiscal year no new water works hav e been con 
str-nctcrl wit h th e exception of an extension to t he F'ajardo water
work's and a small water-supply system for t he schools of t he 
municipal ity of Aguada. 

'I'h e municipality of 'I'oa A lta and Adjuntas have water -works 
under construction and th e city of San Ju an has a new water -supply 
system u nder construct ion wh ich will also provide water f'or the towns 
of Bayamon and Guayuabo. 

A puiificatiou plan t consist ing of mechanical sand filter s and 
chlorina tion plant has al ready been constructed fo r the new wat er
supply system of t he city of San J ua n. 

'I'he cit ies of Mayagiiez and Areeibo have already pr epa red plans 
for t hc const ruct ion of rapid sand filte rs and chlorination pla nts for 
the sterilization of t he water . Ponce and other muu ieipal iti es are 
taking the necessary steps to provide their systems wit h some sort 
-of treatment. 
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SEWERAGE SYS TE M 

No new sewerage sys te ms have been constr ucted this yea r with 
the except ion of small exte nsions to the Arecibo and Fajardo systems. 
A small 'sewerage system with purification plant has also been con
str ucted for the Lep er Hospital. 

'I'he city of San Juan built different extensions to the Santnrce 
sys tems last year but th ey hav e not been accepted yet by thi s De
partment, pending some changes that are to be made in order to ob
tain a propel' discharge into the sea . 

Of th e urban population of 350,000 inhabitants, approximately 
224,000 are ser ved by sewers, Thi s includes the towns of Bay amon, 
Catano, Santa Isab el and Pon ce, with a total population of 60,000 
inhabitants with sewers constructed but not in use du e to pending 
reforms all d alterations. 

UR13AKIZA'rIONS 

The urban development of th e cities of San Juan and Rio Piedras 
during this year is worthy of mention. Out of twenty-eight urban
izati on plans approved nine corres pond to the district of Sa n Juan 
and f'our , to Rio Piedras. 

Sanit ary improvements are t he chief characte r ist ics of th ese new 
city exte nsions. 'Vide, pav ed st reets, wat er 'supply and sewerage 
syste ms, sanit ary drain ages, well-ventilated dwellings et c., are the 
principal featu res to be noted. 

E X.\ ) I IN ING nox un 

Th e examining board held examinat ions for master and jou rney
man plumber s at San .Jnan on .January 30, ] 026. Ont of eight candi
dates who re ported for th e mast ers license none qualified and three 
out of five qualified for the journeyman 's license, 

Th e work don e so far in plumbing is not very encourag ing show
ing th e necessity fOJ' industrial schools, where candidates may be 
properly trained for this kind of work 

The plumbing material found in our local market, especially east 
iron and lead pipe's, is inferior to th e standard specified by the sani
tary rogulution , thi s bein g th e direct cause of deficient plumbing 
inst allati ons. 

Work in Mosquito Extermination� in the City of San Juan During Fiscal Year 
1925-1926 

Number of inspec tio ns mnde : 
Houses :1:1, US 
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1.0t8 
P ~rs 

StaLles 
S to rcs� 

Fu 1'1Hs� 

T ut al 

Breeding places petroliz ed : 
Cnlex� 

Stegomya� 
An opheles� 

Total 

B reeding places emptied : 
Culex� 

Steg ollly a� 
Anophe~ s 

Total 

Breeding places destroyed : 
Culex� 
S tegonl ya� 

An oph olcs� 

Total 

_ 664 
_ 129 
_ 17 
_ 629 
_ 31 

_ 34, 618 

_ 2,8G2 
. _ 288 

_ 305 

_ 3,455 

_ 1,937 
_ 1,1 85 
_ 7 

_ 
3, 129 

_ 368 
_ III 
_ 00 

479 

Poss ible breeding places cmptied_____________________ 5, 695� 
Possible breeding p laces destroyed_ ______ _____________ 871� 

Total 

Number of notifications 

N um ber of rei nspect ions : 
'York donc 

Work in progress., 
WOI,k no t ca rried out., 

Total 

Ditches opened ( line al meters) 
Ditc hes petroJized 
Sewers pe troliz ed 
Latrines petroli zed 
L atrines petrol ized 
Moura's t a nks petrolizcd 
Sw amp's t a nks pctrolizcd 
Aut omatic: oilers fill ed 
Ga llons of mosquito oili used 

_ 

_ 
6, 566 

4:18 

_ 

_ 
_ 

807 
275 
248 

., 

. 

_ 

_ 
_ 
_ 
_ 
_ 
_ 
_ 
_ 
_ 

1, 330 
6,G42 
2, 820 
4, 801 
!), 183 
9, 183 

863 
5, 275 

115 
2, 020 

A new pumping sta t ion has just been built at Machucha1, San
turce, to drain a low section 0 I' this district which is densely popu

lat ed. Part of th e money spent in the installation of t.he pump and 

motor was donated by real estate men of that district. 


