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A I'R OC"A~1 A'I'ION 

The following rules and regulations approved hy th e Exe cntivc 
Council on January ]2, 1!l11, as am en ded hy t.ho Insular Board of 
Health and approved h.v th e Executive Council on .JIlly 1R, HJ12, 
and November 14, HJ12, res pecti vely, arc l\(']"(~h~' promulgated for th e 
information awl guidance of all conce rned : 

RULER AX)) n F.GUI .A'I'IONS F ait THE COLI,E C'l'IO K OF G. I HH.I(iE .\ :'i D RI';FUSE 
IX THE '['OW NS 01" TH E ISLA ND 01" POHTO HIOO 

Section I.-It is mad e the duty of th e Sa nitat ion Service to clean and sweep 
th e streets , plazas and public walk s in th e towns of the I sluud of Porto Rico as 
well as to collect garbage a nd refnse ; Provided, Th at the word "r('fuse" , ttl' 

her ein used, shall 1I0t be const r ued as meaning hnm an excreta. 
Section 2.-Pursnant to section 35 of the Sanita t ion Law nOW in force eac h 

municipality of the I sland shall provide a suituhle site for th e final disposal of 
garbage and refuse ; such pl ace shall be s ituate d a t a di stuuco of not less than 
one kilometer f rom the urban zone and f rom any riv er, brook, s t ream, or well , 
and wherever possible again st th o pr evailing winds; Prouidcd., Tlmt in such mu 
ni cipalities where it may be impossib le to select 1lI s ite sit ua ted as a fo resaid , the 
Director of Sanita ti on may tempomrity dcsiguutc any oth er pluco in uecorrlunee 
with the sanitary need s .of th e locality, 

Section 3.- Ga rbage and refuse f rom houses, buildings. and oth er private 
premises shall be collecte d by th e owner or tenant in recept acl es made of niotul 
with close-fitting covers, which shall be pl aced on the stree t near, hu t not upon 
the sidewalk, and with th eir covers on, to he collected hy th e Clean ing Depart 
ment every tw enty-four hours, 

Section 4,-Uncovering, st ealing, removing, 01' extracthlg th e conten ts of tho 
aforesaid receptacles is hereby prohibited, except to empl oyee'S of th o servi ce for 
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th e removal of garhage and re f'us« when engage .] in th e perform an ce of this 
work. 

Section ;:;,-'1'11(' :wclIInllJat ion o f ga r bage in urban premi ses not bu ilt IIpon, 
unl ess it be f or th e purpose of hrune.llnt o burniug of . th e sa me or within a maxi
mum time f or f orty-eigh t 'hour s if perm itted hy t he cond it ions of th e land, with
out prej ud ice to ]lublic hea lth, is hl'r<, lIy pl"Oh ill itp ,l. 

Sect ion ti.-Each municip ality of the I sland sha ll prov ide a rcccptncle, made 
of met al, wi th rc movnhle wire cover, on th e st reets uud other pu blic places, in 
wh ich said reccptnelos th e puhl ie shall deposi t pa pe rs and oth er dry re f use, 
Th ese receptaeles sha ll Lc pla ce'l a t such distances as - hull l:e det ermined hy 
th e H ea lth Offi cer and in a num l.or proportionate to th e Jleells of cad i town . 

Section7.-The sweep i!lg' of t he st reets sha ll l.c pe rformed dnily and a t su ch 
hou rs as th e San ita t ion Service sha ll dctcrmi no. In towns hav ing uqucd uet s the 
sp ri nkli ng of the s tn-ct« shall he ind isp onsnhlo before proecod iug to sweep the 
sa me. 

Section S.-In towns of the Island of Porto Rico whorr, the re is no sewer 
or oth er proper dru in, th e was to '\a ler :, sh all be eolle ctcd by th e owner, t enant , 
or per son re sponsible tlic rcf'or in metallic receptacles wi th covers ruu] sha ll -be 
placed in th e sallie mnnn or provided ill secti on 2 and 3 of th ese rul es ; Pro cidcd , 
That for th e 11l1l"JI OH) of t hese rog ulut ions the words "waste water s " sha ll be 
und erstood to lie such as a rc used ill wnd l ing ki tch en utens ils and such ot her as 
coutni u rcl' uso of fu nd or orga nic mat ter suscep t ib le to putrefacti on. . 

Sec t ion !l.-.l'\ o liqu id suhs tn nco of an y ki nd shall be thrown in to th e recep 
t acles Ill' garl:age cun s, nnd no pa per s nell' ot her subs tuur-es t hat may di rty th e 
st reet s sha ll le thrown thereo n. 

::ieetion ] O.-The Sanita t inn ::ierdce sh all prov ide f or eru-h t own th e necessary 
n umber of covered curts for t he colloct ion of ga rbag e and re f use , mul sha ll see 
to it t ha t th is servi ce is reg ulnrfy perform ed, 

~ed ion 11.-ln t owns haYing' mnnicipnl iunrkets, th e proper a nthor ities sha ll 
mnin tu in the smuo in a pe r fect cond it ion of cleanl iness in t he sa llie muun or as 
other puh lle bnil d in gs th ereunto be long ing. 

Section 12.-Any violu t ion s of t hese rcgulat iou s shall be pun ishab le as pro
vid ed under section thirty-three uf a ll " Act t o roorganis e the Sanitation Se rvice, " 
approved ::\Iarch H, ]!l12. 

Secti on l :l.-AIl rules and regulations or muni cipal ordinance in conflict here
with arc hereby repealed. 

Th ese rules and regulut ions shall take effect when approved by 
the Executive Coun cil, and promulgated and published ill accord
ance with sec-tion thirteen of an "Aet to reorganize the Sanitation 
Service," approved March 14, 1D12. 

Being so promulgated, and having been published in two news
papers of general circulat ion in th e Island, in accordunce with the 
provisions of section thirteen of Act No. 81, approved March 14, 
1D12,. th e said regulations, ent it led " R ules and Regulations for the 
Collec t ion of Garbage and Refuse in the Towns of th e Island of 
Porto Ri co, " all and after this dat e have the force and effect. of law. 

IN T ESTIMOXYWIIERI';()Io' , I have hereunto set my hand and caused 



38 PonTO RICO HE AL 'l' H REVIEW 

the seal of the Go vern ment of Porto R ico to he affixed , at th e city 
of San Juan, this 'second day of Decem ber, A . D . nineteen hundred 
and tw elve. 

[SEAL] Goo. R. C OLTON , 

Governor. 
Promulgated according to law, Decemb er 2, 1912. 

R. SI.\CA PACH ECO, 

A cting S ecreiaru of Porto Rico . 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 

This REVIEW will be glad to receive articles for publication but 
will reserve the right to publish only those adapted to its purposes. 

It is especially interested in contributions from the medical pro
fession particularly from those who are competent to discuss public 
health matters. 

Manuscripts are not returned. All articles should be addressed 
to : 

PORTO RIOO HEALTH REVIEW, 

Department of Health, 
San Juan, Porto Rico. 


