
SANITARY RULES AND REGULATIONS No. 65 

REMOVAL OF CORPSES; CEMETERIES, BURIALS, DISINTERMENTS� 
AND CREMATIONS; AMENDMENT OF SECTION 11 OF SANI�

TARY RULES AND REGULATIONS No. 11, AND REPEAL� 
OF SANITARY RULES AND REGULATIONS Nos. 17� 

AND 48 ; PROMULGATED� 

GOVERNMENT OF PORTO RICO� 

OFFICE OF 'l'IlE EXECU'l'lVE SE CRE'l'ARY� 

SAN JUAN, P. R., Novemb er 17 , 1919. 

Adrninistmtive ucueu« No. 157. 

By THE GOVERNOR OF PORTO RICO� 

A PROCLAMATION� 

Sanita'ry Rules and Regulat ions No. 65.-Removal of corpses; ceme
teries, burials, disinterments and. cremations j amendm ent of Sec
tion 11 of Sanitary Rules and Requlation« No. 11, and repeal .1f 
Sanitary Rules and Reg1I,lat~'ons Nos. .17 and 48 j promulgated. 

The following regulations, having been approved by the Insular 
Board of H ealth on November 14, 1918, and by th e Executive 
Council on November 10, 1919, in accordance with th e provisions 
of Act No. 81, app roved -:\far ch 14, 19] 2, are hereby promulgated 
for the information and guidance of all concern ed : 
BIW ULATIOX '1'0 , \ MEXD SECTION I I OF '; ,\:\1'1'.\ HY !U:G UL.\ TIOl\S x». 11, " GO\· · 

J':IO;) I\'(; T H E HE MO V.\J, OP CO R PSES ; CE ~m'l'E!{fES , B lJR J.\ L H, ' I>JSI XT E R
~n; l\'l' S Al\ D CI{E MATIONS" , AND T O HI':l'EAI, HAX I 'l'A R Y BEGUl ,ATIONS :'<05. 
17 ,\ :'<D 48. 

Sect ion l .--Th at section 11 of Sa nita ry R ules a nd Regul ations No, 11 is 
hereby am end ed so as to read as follows : 

"Section 11.-.I!'uuer al servic es, ,wi th th e body pr esent, shall not be held in 
a church or in any other pl ace, for persons who have di ed of smallpox, Asiatic 
eholcra, y ellow fev er , oxu n t homn tous ty phu s, bub oni c plague or ce rc bru-spiunl 
meningitis. 'I'h e bod ies of person s who hav e rlied of a ny other dis ease mnv be 
taken to a church 0 1' an y other place f or such services, provided that they have 
bee n emba lmed, or if not embalmed should be properly pr epared, th e bodies be
ing wrapped ill shee ts wet with a n antiseptic solution a nd placed in coffins thor
oughly close d, this rcquisite to be confirmod by th e attending' sanitary officer 
who shall requi re a «ert ificato copy of this requ isit e, of having been complied 
with und er th e responsibility of th e person who inspected th e referred-to prep
nra tiou ; sa id document to be dcliv en «! together with th l' death certi ficate ; 
Provided, 'I'ha t without these docum ents the permit for the funeral services 
shall not be issuod : P rovided, That it is to be und er st ood, uer-ord lng to th is 
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Regulation, that a coffin hermetically sealed is not only one that literally is so, 
bnt also those wooden coffins mada of new wood, solidly constructed with joints 
perfectly adjusted, lind the cover to also fit thoroughly without any chink, and 
to be tightly nailed. 

"'rhe responsibility for any violation of this Regulation shall be borne by 
the agent or undertaker in charge of the burial and also by the person who holds 
or II uthorizos the hold ing of the funeral services." 

Section 2.-That Snnitary Regulations Nos. 17 and 48 are hereby repealed. 
Section 3.-All rules and regulations in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
Section 4.-This Regulation shall take effect from and after its approval 

by the Executive Council and after being promulgated and published as provided 
in section 13 of "An Act to reorganize the Service of Sanitation ", .approved 
:March 14, IDI2. 

Being so promulgated, and having been published in two news
papers of general circulation in the Island, in accordance with 
Section 13 of Act 81, approved March 14, 1912, the said regula
tions entitled "Regulation to amend Section 11 of Sanitary Regu
lations No 11 governing the removal of corpses; cemeteries, burials, 
disintermenta and cremations, and to repeal Sanitary Regulations 
Nos, 17 and 48," on and after this date have the force and effect 
of law. 

IN 'rESTIMONY ,VHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused 
the seal of the Government of Porto Rico to be affixed at the city 
of San Juan, this seventeenth clay of November, A. D, nineteen hun
dred and nineteen. 

[SEAL] ARTHUR YAGER, 
GOV61'nor. 

Promulgated acc-ording to law, November 17, 1919. 

R. SIACA PACHECO, 
Executive Secreiaru of Porto Rico. 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 

This REVIEW will be glad to receive articles for publication but 
will reserve the right to publish only those adapted to its purposes. 

It is especially interested in contributions from the medical pro
fession particularly from those who are competent to discuss public 
health matters. 

Manuscripts are not returned. All articles should be addressed 
to: 

PORTO RIOO HEALTH REVIEW, 
Department of Health, 

San Juan, Porto Rico. 


