
REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF TRANSMISSIBLE DISEASES 
1925-1926 

Typhoid Fever. 

Seven hundred and nine cases were reported and 317 deaths. 
Epidemic outbreaks of this disease took place in several towns of 
the Island. These are mentioned in the table inserted below as well 
as the number of cases registered aJ1(1 vaccinations made: 

. 1\0 of 
1\0: V aect­

Mu n lcl palit.y 01 natlons 
cases Wilde 

Areclbo .. 7~ 1 .~69 
Barros . .. 05 08-1 
JaYlIYIl . 300;jij 

Lares .. 22 u·IO 
Rlnc6n " . 21 320 
Gunyautllu .. ~l 167 
Luquil!c .. I:! 1.13')

9 988 
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Malaria. 

Two thousand and five hundred and forty-three cases were re­
ported and] ,70;') deaths. Epidemic outbreaks took place in tho fol­
lowing towns: 

Y <'ga Baja .1(iO 
Aguudn ._. 4:>;J 

Salinas • • • 441 

Viflulbu ]04 

The number of cases registered in these four municipalities repre­
sents 64.8 per cent of the total cases registered in the Island. 

The number of deaths due to malaria during the present year 
shows au increase of 281 as against th e number registered the year 
before. 

Diphtheria. 

Two hundred and eighty-two cases of diphtheria were reported 
during the yeal' and ] 31 deaths. 
. The work of immunization against diphtheria by means of the 

Toxin anti-toxin cont inues. The results of this work can be easily 
appreciated by comparing th e number of cases reported during the 
last years in San Juan, where the morbidity from diphtheria has 
always been the highest. In 192a-24, 326 cases were reported ; in 
1924--20, 148 and in 1925-26, 88 cases. Three years of intensive 
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work of immunization have considerably reduced the morbidity, and 
no doubt it shall be brought to the lowest figur es. 

Foul' thousand nin e hundred and eighteen Schick test s were made 
during th e present fiscal year, of which 951 were positive, 19.33 per 
cent. The percentage of positive reactions last year was 23 pcr cent. 
'fhe decrease regist ered this year is probably duc to the faet that a 
large number of the t ests were made in children of th e higher grades 
and in many instances it was a second test. 

A second test was carried out in eight schools, with a total of 
650 children and 9.23 per cent of positive reactions. Fifty-nine ehil­
dren were vaccinated and one refused vaccination. 

'I'Iie following table shows the work carried out during the year 
by t he Division for the prevention of Diphtheria : 

No . of Posttlve Pe rcent- Vaccl· 
Tests Reaction age nated

Estab lishments 

- ------- ---- -- - - - - 1- - - - - ---- - -­
Pttb!ic Schoots 

Abraham Linco ln .. 887 268 29 08 255 
J ose .1. Acosta . 779 96 12.82 96 
Roman B. de Cas t ro .. 679 129 19.00 129 
Brumbaugh . 690 68 1l.6 8 68 
Jose C. Barbosa .. 8t6 84 9.86 34 
Barrio Obrero , . . 4t7 ·18 8.82 48 

Total .. .. . . . . 3,798 628 16.53 626 

Prteate S ch ools I 
Red emptorlst FRtb e rs .... .. . 464 47 10.12 47 
SL Tom(ls Aquluo j 146 77 62.74 76 
Catholic Academy . .. .. .. . 96 38 39 .l~ 86 

Total . .. . .......... ... . .. 1--::ro6 162 2294 169� 

Pricat c llinllel'UaI·tens 
Mrs . Durand 2t 4 19 00 4 
Mrs . Ortiz 82 t8 40.62 13 
Mrs. ~·Iglleroll . .... .. .. .. .. . .. . .. 82 10 81.25 10 
Mrs. I!:scobosa... ... .. .. . .. ...... .. .. .. .. .... ...... 41 18 43.90 18 
111 1'S. ~Iar genllt 17 6 35.29 6 
Mr s. Grall 22 11 50.00 11 
!III's. Blboll 46 15 \ 32.61 16 
!III's. I'llstor.. .. . 37 J7 4591 17 
111 1'S . Rh ·e ra _ _ 46 20_ .~ 20 

Tn tal 293 114 38.87 114 

Department 0/ H ealth - ( '>isJlensa";es) I 
~:~~:;~~~ .r.e.,:~ : ::: : : : ::: : :: . : : : :: : : : : : : . : : : : : :: : : : : : : : : :: . : : : :: ~~ 2~ ~~:~~ 2~ 
SRtd ulln 16 16 84.78 16 

Total --m---7 ~ \ - - -47~- ­

S -c o"lI Tests -s-Publ ic a/lll p riratc Schools I 
A. Lincoln .. . 2H Ol6 10.65 26 
J . J . Acostll .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... 87 10 11.49 10� 

~1~gl~::.~~~I~~ : : : : : : : : : : : : . : : : :: : : : : : : : . : : : : : : : : : : : :: :: : ::::: : : U' " 2.... · ':1:73· .. · .... ..2 
Redemptorlst y a th e rs .. .. . 47 /j 10.64 Ii 
cetuonc Academy .. .. . lG.... .. .. .. 
Brumho ugh . 73 1 1.35 . 
Ro man :' . de Ca stro.. .. .. 88 16 18.18 16 

St.TO;O~:I~.~:I.I~.~ : : : : . : : : : :: :: : : : : ..::..:::::..:: : : : : :: : : : : :: : : : 1~ 1~~1~9 
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Tuberculosis. 

Two thousand and forty-four cases were reported during the year 
and 3,408 deaths. No relation can be established between the mor­
bidity and mortality due to this disease. As a matter of fact, the 
study of the above figures shows that not all the cases of tubercu­
losis are reported by the physicians. The mortality figures are re­
liable as all deaths are registered in Porto Rico. 

Infantile Tetanus. 

The death-rate from infantile tetanus has increased during the 
present fiscal year. Five hundred and' thirty deaths were regis­
tered as against 491 registered in 1924-25 and 503 in 1923-24. 

Measles. 

Epidemic outbreaks of this disease took place in the following 
towns: 

Humacao __ __ __ _ 93� 
Maricao _ _________ 3-!� 
Pat.illas______________________ _ _ ilO� 
Salinas .___ _ _____ _ 39� 
Yabucou 36� 
Aibonito 30� 

Vaccinations 
Schick tests 4,9]8 

Vaccinations against diphtheria 1,942 
Vaeeinatious smallpox 18,238 
Vaccinations typhoid f'evcr 10,841 
Antl-rubic treatments 10 

LEPER HOSPITAL 

The lepers were transferred from the old Leper Colony at Cabras 
Island to the new Leper Hospital at Trujillo Alto on June 29th, 1926. 

There are forty-three patients isolated in this hospital, classified 
according to sex, race, age and former residence as follows: 

SEX� 
Male __ 30� 
Female 13 

Total 43 

RACE� 
\Vhite ..: -__ __ 29� 
Colored ]4� 

Total .~ 43 
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AGE
Adults 40 
Children 

Total 43 

FORMER REr>IDENCE 
San Juan______________________________________________ S 
PatilIas________________________________________________ 8 
}[aguabo_______________________________________________ 6 
Ponce 3 

Aguadilla______________________________________________ 2 
Rfo Grande 2 
Guayanla_______________________________________________ 2 
Coamo_________________________________________________ 1 
Vega Baja_____________________________________________ 1 
San Lorenzo 1 
Caguas 1 

'I'ruj illo Alto___________________________________________ 1 

"~ques-----------------------------------------------L 1Fajardo 1 
Aiiasco 1 
1fanati 1 

Rio Piedras____________________________________________ ] 
Colombia, S. A. 1 
St . Croix, V. 1._________________________________________ 1 

Total___________________________________________ 43 

There are also two lepers under observation at the Quarantine 
Hospital. 

QUARAN'l'INE H?SPITAL 

The movement of patients in this hospital during the present 
fiscal year is as follows: 

Number of patients on June 30, 1925__________________ 15� 
Admitted during the year 196� 

Total 211 

Patients discharges:
Cured 154 
Irnproved_________________________________________ 26 
Transferred_______________________________________ 2 
Not improved 13 
Deaths_______________________ _____________________ 9 

Total 204 

Patients under treatment on Jnne 30, ]926______________ 7 
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Diagnosis of the Diseases Treated 
Typhoid fever_________________________________________ 26 
j\Ieasles .___________ __ ____ __ __ 12 

Diphtheria____________________________________________ 3] 
Leprosy_______________________________________________ 2 
'I'uberculosis., __ _ ___ __ 3 

:Malaria_______________________________________________ 20 
Syphilis 8 

Chicken pox___________________________________________ 39 
Hepatic colic_______ 2 
'I'onsilitls 10 

Gastroenteritis_________________________________________ ] 
Adenoid vegeta,tions____________________________________ 1 
Cancer of the uterus___________________________________ 1 
Tubercular adenitis .. 1 
Pernicious anemia 4 
Hepatitis 1 
Paralysis 1 

Inguinal hcrnia-_______________________________________ 2 
Rhenmatism ] 
Ingui nal adeni tis 2 
Abscess___________________ ____________________________ 2 
rlydrocele_____________________________________________ 4 
Anti-rabic treatmenL__________________________________ 3 
Uremia_______________________________________________ 2 
Fistula of the Gaus____________________________________ 1 
Trachsotomy ] 
Fracture______________________________________________ 2 
Hsmorrhotdes 3 

Prolapse of the ute1'l1s-__ ______________________________ 5 
Osteomyel itis________ ___________ 1 
Lumbago _ I 

Varicocele of the legs__________________________________ 1 
Mumps .__ _ 4 
Genocoecis infection 2 
Tinea tonsurans_______________________________________ ] 
Dysentery_____________________________________________ ] 

Total___________________________________________ 21] 


