
REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF SOCIAL MEDICINE AND� 
PUERICULTURE� 

1925-1926 

The activities of the Bureau of Social Medicine and Puericulture 
have been developed essentially according to the same principles of 
the previous year. Even though the appropriation was reduced un
der the pressure of economic circumstances, the amount of work has 
been greater than the year before, undoubtedly because what obstacles 
were met at the beginning have been gradually overcome. The dis
pensary heretofore established at Puerta de 'I'ierra (within the mu
nicipality of San Juan) was closed and its work taken up by the 
dispensaries of Santurce and San Juan (proper) in the same mu
nicipality, but a new dispensary was opened in th e town of Morovis, 
their number th erefore, remaining the same. A new activity of the 
Bureau has been th e establishment of dental clini cs in th e dispen
saries of San Juan, four clinics being held a week-three for chil

dren and one for expectant mothers. 
During the summer of 1923 a special course was given at the 

University of Porto Rico under the auspices of the American Red 
Cross by a public-health nurse detailed for that purpose f rom this 
Bureau. 'I'he course was given to prospective teachers and included 
child care and hygiene, tuberculosis prevention, the prevention of 
transmissible diseases in general and visits to th e dependencies of 
the Department of Health for practical demonstrations. 

The work of the Little Mothers' League has continued. Ten 
groups were organized and graduated with a total of 175 pupils who 
were granted their diplomas. Even though in the town of Quebra
dillas we have no permanent health center established, tea chers hav e 
been organizing' Leagues there und er our direction . 

The campaign of education by the exhibition of educational films 
has continued. Twenty-five tours of inspection were mad e. 

A new Superintendent of the Social Service Division having been 
appointed, a reorganization of that aspect of the work has been made. 
Investigations have been conducted for th e sake of juvenile courts, 
the Society for th e Prevention of Tuberculosis in Children and some 
charitable organizations in the United States besides the usual social 
work done for the dispensaries. The following exhibits are included: 

21 



22 POR TO RICO HEALTH RE VI EW 

1. Annual report of th e dispensaries. 
2.� Table of specimens sent to the Biological Laboratory from 

the dispensaries. 
:~ . Special report on expectan t mothers (new eases during the 

year ) . 
4.� Specia l report 011 child ren (n ew cases taken to th e dispen 

saries during the year ). 
5. Other services rendered. 
6. Report of the Division of Socia l Work. 

Besides those exhibits special reports on the work of the Littl e 
Mothers.' Leagues, the tours of inspection and the organization of 
the summer course have been prese nted by the Chief of the Bureau. 

I~XHl Il I '1' NO.1 

GENERAL MOVEMENT OF PATIENTS IN THE DISPENSARIES� 
DURING FISCAL YEAR 1925-26� 
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19'2.=J l 

I
I 

!
r 

1 1926I 
puttents New pu- I Patients : 

I
I Pu tl ents nauentsI�

TOlnlr emu ln- ltiein ts I Iroadmtued ] !d is(' hll n :C<l remain-

San Juan 

lu g on nc m (lee I 
Juno 30 II- - 895 1- - 708 1- -- -

i

I 
9-3- '-- - t, 09G - - 1- -

jn~ on 
June 30 

81G 880 - - 1- - - -
Santu ree , , 
Barrto Obrero 
Pon c e 
)!llyn",U('z
Aguadilln 
Caguas 
Gua ya rna _ 
Juncos _ 

' 
-

_.. 

_.. .. 

1 
1 

, 
. 

' _1 

11.539 1 
338 
852 

1 

-
!6.t 
.~J 
397 
314 I 
648 , 

1.019 ' 
691; 
029 I 
Gil I 
389 , 
5:J1 I 
563 ' 
201 

109 
:J6 
25 

1 
8 • 
2 i 

-
4 

12.667 
1.070 
1.506 

779 
780 
936 
877 
8f>3 

1.085 
303 
617 
191 
320 
19:! -
154 

7 

11.082 
7bi 
889 
088 
-100 
743 
723 
846 

Ca roli na 
Comcrlo 
Vl1Iulbll 

, 

1 

620 I 
343 i 
947 i 

1417 
365 i 
759 I 

13 
13 
18 

1.110 
121 

1,719 

ilIJO 
3S.~ 
181 

610 
SSG 

1,098 

Total 1- 11.437 1 6.9M I :J83 I 24.774 1 4.152 20.022 

Patients Discharged During the Year are Classified as Follows 

Cured _ 1,893 
ImIIroved , - - -- - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - .. - - - - _- - - - __ - - - ---- - __ 1,676
}jot inlprovcd� _ 

937
Deaths� _ 246 

Total 4, 752 
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EXHlIJIT No.2 

SPECIMENS SENT BY THE DISPENSARIES TO THE BIOLOGICAL� 
LABORATORY FOR EXAMINATION� 

I 
Posltive I Positivo Total 
-- --.- j--'._-

J~'m ot oloyi C (ll examin a t ion 

I.-Malaria . . . .. . . . . . . .. .. .. 80 I 329 409 

::=~fA~~~~~i~{ C~~\\~~~ : :::: : : : : : :: : : : : ::::: : : : : : : :: : : : : ::: .:; .:; :::::: ::1 ~ . 
1 
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4.-Wasserm anu rea ction . 396 2,947 
5.-Wldal rea ction . 3 48.. 

Eudates , irrcneudates and secretions 

I.-Sputum .. . ...... . ....... . . ..... ........... . . . .. ... ....... .. 121 404 526� 
(a) T. B. 

2.- Gonococct ls ... . . . .. .. .. . 112 ·198 610 
3.-Diphther ln 27 g·1 121 

Ur i i ve: IiI i 
Chcm!clli and nu croscopl cul cxn m tna u ons .. . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . ... 280�. . ..•. . .. .1.... .. .. .. .. 
mt esu nat Ila m "He' . ....... .. . ...... ..... . .. . ..... .. . .... . ... . 1.(;,\2 1.087 3.229� 

Total . ..... .. . . .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. . . .. . .. . . .. . .. . . . .. . 2,381 I 5.li09 /-- - - 8,190� 

EXHIBIT N-o. 3 

EXPECTANT MOTHERS 

New Cases Admitted During the Year 
D isp eu sm-ics Oases admitt ed 

Sun Ju au____________________________ _______________ 184 
Santurce _ _ _ _ ___ 364 
Barri o Obrero .______________________________ 288 
Po ncc =_________ 218 
Mayugiiez 287 
Agu adilla __ ___ I G2 
Caguas.L; 191 
Gunyama 164 
Juncos_________________ _________________________ ___ 39 
Carolinu____________________________________________ 119 
Comerio _ 120 
Villalba _ 97 
Morovis 19 

Total 2, 252 
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E XHlIllT NO.4� 

CHILDREN� 

New Cases Admitted During the Year� 

Dlspensa rl es I ~ In les I Females Tota l 

Sa-I-I-J-U-a-n-.-. .-.-. -. .-.-. -..-.-. -......- .-.-.-..-.-.-. .-.-..- .-.-..-.- : ~I--~~ ! -- -~--; --~ 

~I~;ft(~· / I ~ I ffi l ~
 
Cagllll s . .. \ 170 I 171l I 348 

r.~ ~r~~~·L .....: :: .:: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.':::::: ~E I :~ " ill 
Com erin 1 118 , 140 ~ 
~~~~~~~. : : :: ::: : : :: : . ::::.:: :::::::::::: ::.:::::::::::::::::::i :g~ ! :Ji:i I : 

, , 

EXHID IT No.5 

Other Services Rendered by the Dispensaries 
Prescript ious gi ven _ 23, 135 
I nj ect ions administ orod _ 3, 655 
Snrgical operat ions _ 60 
Von Pirq uet tes t _ 38 
Vacc inations against d ipht herin _ 62 
Miscellaneons _ 2,403 

EXIIW I'l' :\0. Ii 

DIVISION OF SOCIAL WORK� 

Resume of Work Done During Fiscal Year 1925-26� 

Cases refe rred to the division 01 Social Work b)' the: ; San Juan ::ill II urrce Tota li :'- - !-- 
Tube rculosis drsuensnrles ! 171 I 94 I 260 
P renata l c lin ics ; 66 1 38 I 104 
Baby clinics ' : I 217 5~ I 2102 
Venerea l diseases C lIl I U.=."i . • • • •• • • • • • •• •• • •• • • •• •• • •• • • •• ••• • ,' . . . . . . . . . . . . _ , 
General eascs...... . 3 10 52 I 392 

Total. , , 1 791 I 239 ! 1,033 

Services Rendered to the Above Cases 
-- - --,- - -- - - - - - -- - - 

San Juan.1 San tu r~~ I To ta l _ 
- - -- - - - ---- - ,--- -_._-- -' 
Cases referred 10 o the r agen ci es . _ , . 45 1 27 I 12 
Referred by ot her agenc ies . .. . 653~ 1.. · .. · .. ii>2· 1Patteu ts su pp lied wi th medt clnes . . . . 422 
Ho me vlslts . 1.883 
Special visits , .. ~ : ~ i 1.210 
Pauents ho -pttaltzed . 10 : 17 . 141 
Cases re ferred 1.0the venereal d lseases c linic .. 65 3,., I 100 
Cases recommended for erunlormeut . . .. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 100l I 103 200 
Pa ti ents sen t to ui e Anlltnbe rcu losls Sana tor iu m . .. • , . I 3 ' 4 
Spocia l diet.' furnis be d. . . , . 186 
Cases llh'o n materlat rollef .. ...... .. ~:. ~~ I 100 


