
ABSTRAOTS FROM THE INFORMATION SERVICE OF THE� 
ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION� 

Edited by GEOR GE E. VINCENT, Presid ent of the Rockefeller Foundation 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN MEN AND IDEAS 

"Aid to Biological Abstracts is in harmony with a guiding policy 
which leads the Foundation to encourage in many ways a constant 
exchange of knowledge and suggestion among the various countries 
of the world. This commerce of ideas, unhampered by tariffs, is 
carried on through personal intercourse and printed page. Thus the 
Foundation stations representatives in foreign countries grants fellow
ships for graduate study, invites individuals and commissions to make 
study trips to countries other than their own, sends visiting pro
fessors abroad, distributes bulletins of .information about medical 
education, supplies in emergencies scientific literature to medical 
libraries, and maintains a steady volume of international correspond
ence about public health medical education, nurse, training, and 
allied subjects. 

"During the year 1925 the Foundation, through its own or other 
agencies, contributed to the maintenance of 842 fellowships, held by 
representatives from forty-four differ ent countries. Of these fellow
ships, 365 were foreign, i. e., their holders crossed national boundaries. 
Of the remainder, twenty-nine were held by Americans studying in 
the United States, 404 were resident fellowships for graduate study, 
and forty-four were emergency res ident scholarships for certain tem
porary needs. As to geographical distribution, 408 fellowships were 
assigned to Europe, 241 to the Americas, and 193 to the Orient. In 
a general way the distribution reflected the co-operative activities 
of the Foundation for the fellowships are not regarded as an end 
in themselves but as means to const ru ctive aid. They are granted 
only to selected individuals of unusual promise for special profes
sional training in preparation for officially guaranteed administra
tive, research, or teaching positions in government or university 
services. The total sum spent upon fellowships ill 1925 was $792,655. 

"International commissions and individual guests during 1925 
included: eleven health officers from Canada, Trinidad, Porto Rico, 
Austria, Denmark, the Irish Free State, and Ceylon ; eight represent
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ati ves or medical schools f rom Brazil. F ra nce, am] S ia m ; and nine 
lead ers in nurse t rain ing, from E ngland , Ca nada, the United States, 
Rnmauia, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia . and Austria, I n add it ion, two visit
ing professors we re sent to Peking U nion Medical College. In con
n ection with this subject of intern ati onal intercou rse it is pertinent 
l() ado that fo r a number of years the F oundat ion th rough the In
te rnat ional H ealth B oard , has contr ibuted substantially to t he inter
changes of health officers which are organized hy t he H ealth Com
mittee of th e Leagu e of Nation s. Tn 1925 under L eague a llspices 
128 med ica l offi cers f r om fif ty-eight different countries p arti cipated 
in th ese in terchanges and simila r meetings. It thus appears that 
durin g th e year nearly 600 special ists went from one country to 
a no the r eithe r wholly or ch iefly with the aid of Foundation funds." 

THE BY-PRODUCTS OF TEAM-WORK 

" Tn thi s stor y of international co-ope r at ion in r esearch , medi cal 
ed uca ti on, publi c health , the development of th e biolog ical sc iences, th e 
r ead er may have misser] fa milial ' allusions to mutual underst andiug, 
good will a nr] world-wlde-pea- e. 'l'h r- ret icen ce is due to no lack of 
in terest ill t ht's(' t hings hut rut her to th e beli ef t hat th e," a rt' hy 
n at ure lW('ulial"l,\' elusive wh en directly and co nsr-iousl v pursued . 
Like cu ltu re, refi nemen t , good taste. esprit de corps . they seem 
to \lI ' p l'p(·ions by-products r ath er tha n ends ill t heurselvex, L ra\'illg 
t o oth ers th e p ur poseful prom oti on of amity am on g th e nati ons, 
th e Ro(·kerpllel' F ounda ti ou fixes at te ntion upon ('OJIIJIIOll interest 
of a ll ppo pl<'s, ill t h« develop ment of si-iene« I III (] its a ppl iention 
to lu-alt h and wel fare. By Ioster-ing in te rc ou rse am on g svien t ist s 
through t.ravr-l lind pri nt , h,\' lu-lpiu g eac h nat ion to put it s eha rue
tei-isti« vontrihutions a t th e serv ice of all , hv deep ening th e con vict ion 
that th ere are g rea t causes . is wh ich all have equa l «out-ern. b~' help
in g to make eo-operat ion awl comrade-ship easy a1\(1 ha bitual , th e 
R (wkd 'plIl'\' Foundation seeks in its chosen field to r ealize the purpose 
of it s charter : th e well-being of mankind throughout th e wor-ld." 


