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Sanitary Rules and R egulations No. 6.9.~Theatres, moving pictures, 
dance halls and lecture halls; R egul(ttion [or ; Prom ulgated. 
The followin g rule's and regulations, having been approved by 

the Insular Board of Health on October 28, 1920, and by the Ex­
ecutive Council on February 1, 1921, in accordance with th e pro­
visions of Act No. 81, approved March 14, 1912, ar e hereby pro­
mulgated for th e information and guidance of all concerned : 

REGULATIO N FOR THEATERS, :MOVING PI CTURES, DANCE HALLS AND LECTURE HALLS 

Article I.-No building shall be used for moving-pictures shows, theatres, 
dance halls or lecture halls without due permission from the Department of Health. 

Article 2.-Buildings with capac ity for more than 500 persons shall be built 
of fireproof mate rial. 

Article 3.-No building of new construction, to be used for moving pictures, 
theatre, dance hall or lecture hall, shall have ceilin g less than fifte en feet high. 

.Art icle 4.-The roofs of theatres, moving-pictures halls, dance halls and lecture 
halls, shall be provided with ventilators or skylights with lateral openings con­
structed in such a manner as to give easy exit to impure air and to establish 
good ventilation. The total. surface of the unobstructed part of the ventilators 
and openings of the skylights shall not be less than 5 per cent of the surface of 
the hall. This 5 per cent of the surface may be taken into account in buildings 
of ancient construction, in ca lculating the total ar ea of the openings required by 
Regulation .No. 19. 

Article 5.-Tbe direct and permanent ventilation shall be in accord with 
Regulation No. 19. 

Article 6.-The seats in the pit, boxes and gallery, shall be separated not 
less than two feet six inches from back to back, horizontal measure. Th e mean 
width of the seats measured from centre to centre of their arms, shall be not 
less than twenty inches. If benches are used, their capacity shall be determined 
at the rate of one seat for each fifteen inches of their length. 

27 



28 PORTO RICO HEALTH REVIEW 

Article 7.-The chairs or benches , except those user] in t he boxes, shall be 
:fixed t o th e floor. 

Ar tic le B.-There sha ll be not more th an six seats between nny po in t and 
th e nearest a isle , 

Article 9.-The building s th ~lt f ace only on one street shal] have a later al 
out side alley of not less than e ight f eet in w idth. 

Art icle l O.-There shall b e a di st nnc e of not less th an seven f eet between 
any seat an d th e ceil ing above it. 

Ar ti cle n.-The aisles shrill hav e a width of nt lea st one foot an d eight 
inches f or every hu nd red pe rs ons who a re to mak e nse of th em, and an ad d it ional 
foot to faeifltat e passage . No a isle shall be less th an two feet s ix inches in 
width. 

Article 12.-All a isles sha ll he unobstruct ed and no pe rso n sh all be pe r mitted 
to pl ace seats, or sta nd in th e a isles during the enterta in ment. 

Article l3.-Smokin ,g shall not IJe p ermitted in th e halls f requen ted by th e 
gen eral pn hli c in th eatres , movin g-nicturc hnll s, lectu re halls aud dunce halls, 
Sm ok ing shall onl y be permitted in nlnees prov ided fo r th at purpose nnd proviously 
approved by th e Departmen t of H ealth, or in aisles ope ning on fhe street or nn­
coverer1 cou r tyard, 

A rticle H.-Chil dren under five years of nge shall not be permitted in mov­
ing-pi l'tnre halls. 

Art icle 15.-A water close t a nd basin sha ll be p rov ided f or women nnd an other 
for men, also n ur inal for each 500 men or f ract ion thereof on eac h floor . TIle 
floors and baseboards of th e rooms in whi ch the plumhing is in stalled shall h e 
impermeabl e, mnde of some non-absorb ent ma teri al l ike aspha lt , til es, gla zecl clay 
or non -abs orben t monolithic comp ositi on. Tho non -ahsorhont base-b oar d shall vise 
not less th an six inches ab ove th e surfuce of th e floor and the angle f ormed by 
fl-iors an d the b ase-board shall he cover ed by an oval or conca ve ap pliance, 

, Artiel3 16.-Tn the t owns where th er e are no uquedncts the latrines shall be 
con struct ed accon ling t o th e models of th e Dep artment of Health. 'I'h e latrines 
for th e exclus ive use of women shall lie in th e proport ion of one f or each :fiv!' 
hu ndred person s or fraction th ereof tlm t th e building ca n hold and' t hose for th e 
use of men shall he in th e pro port ion of one for each 400 persons or fract ion 
thereof. The di st au ee b etween th e latrines and th e bu ild i ng sh all be ten meters 
or more if possibl e, but never less th an three meters. Th e space between th e 
building and th e lat rines sha ll be un covered , but a covered pa ssage, wit hout side 
wall s sha ll be permitted 'bet ween them and the building. 

Arti cle 17.-Ill theatres, dance halls, moving-pictnre s halls, et c" wi th capacity 
f or a th ousand 0 1' more pe rsons, lutrines shall not be permitted , and th e necessary 
apparatus shall be ins ta lle d for th e flood in g and clea ni ng of th e water closets, 
ete., b)' means of water tanks with capac ity of not l ess th au tw o gallons for each 
p er s ~n a ccommodn tod in th e place. 

Article I S.-Tn moving-pi ct ur e hall s, th e box for th e proj ect in g app a ra tus 
shall no t be less th an 40 f eet f rom th e scree n. 

Ar tic le 19.-'['1Ie axi s of th e lnminons sha ft of p roj eet ion shall not f or m 
with th e horizo nt al 1111 angle of more th au 15 clegrecH. 

A rticle 20.-'I'lle box fo r th e proj ect ing appa rn tus, including itH floor shall 
be constr ucte d of a fire proof material. Emer gen cy exits with automa t ic f ast en­
ings shall b e pl aced on each sid e of it. If doors are used with common hinges, 
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these Allldl he so placed th at th e doors sha ll ope n outward. '1'h,' dilll l'nsions of 
tbe hox sha ll he t he foll owing : 

(/I.) When on ly on e p rojector is used t he box sha ll he at leas t six f'eet ]Ollg' 
by six f('1'1 wide aml seven f eet high . 

(Ii ) When two proj ect ors a re used it sha ll he at. least n inc feet lon g hy 
nin e f eet wid e and seven f eet high. 

(0) For t hree p roj ect ion s it shall he at lea st t wolvo f('('t lon g by t welve f eet 
wid e and se ven fe et high. 

Artidl' :!l.-'I'h.. hox sha ll he provi ded wi th a la rge veut ilu tor p laced ciirpd l.'" 
over th e proj ectors a lld in .lire et eont ui-t with th e 0lw n air. Wh en two or 11101' 0 

projectors are used, a veu til nt or sha ll he placed over ench projector, wh en ever it. 
be possible. T'hese vcnt ila tors shall he mad e ent.lre ly of a fireproof materia l. 
Besides t hese H'ntilators th e boxes s ha ll have othe r lIIe:llls: of dircvt vent ilut ion 
with till' out side. 

Art.i ele :!:!.-I nrlependent of th o hox but in direct comm un lent iou with it. h>' 
means of doors, another fireproof room shall coun nun icnte with the ai sl es or with 
th e outside. 

Article :!3.--lu t he doorway eon uect ing the box and fireproof room , ,·asil.'" 
.handled reeepru-I es conta in ing subst a nces designed to combat fire sh all be placed. 
Receptnvlos shall a lso he pla ced in th e ent rnu ee halls and in ot he r upproprint c 
places. 

Arr icl« :!-!.-The cutru nees to t hent res sha ll hav e a width of not less tha n 
one fo ot. eight inches for eac h one hundred per sons that eun he accommoda te d. 
Also on.. foo t" sha ll be added 10 fur-ili tnt o en tra nce. I f th e theut ros on ly have 
one eu t ru n...·, th is sha ll no t be less than six f eet wide, 

Art.i «!.. :!."i.- -In th e pit , bal conies a nd ga lle r ies th er e sha ll be an emerge ncy 
-exit th n x tee t fo ul' inches in width for I'a<'ll th ree hundre d person s or f ractio n 
t.hereof. 

Art.i<'l,' :!ti.- Outs id e fire-escap es sha ll he provi ded th re e feet four in ches in 
ddth for eneh t hree hundred person s, I f s tai rs si x f!'PI. in width arc used th e." 

sha ll lie con s ide red eq ui va len t to tw o st ai rs th re e f eet in width each . 

Art. iel« :!' .-T he st age in th eat re s shnll he provided with tw o emergency ex its , 
-eaeh three f ee t in width. 

A rt.iel« :!s. -The cell ar under th,' st ag!' sha ll hav e, far f ro m the door th at 
connects with th e stage, a flre-seupe stairway three f eet. in width that leads 
·direct ly t o t he st ree t or to a convenient a lley . 

Art.icle :!!I.-All the doors that lead to 'a fir e-escape shall have a notice' ' lire 
esc-ape, " in di stinct letters six iui-hes in height , paint ed re d, or illumlnut ed .11It'­
ing th e perfurmance byu red light, 

Artide 30.- 'L' he steps of th e stairs sha ll have not less than t cn Tnches of 
tread and not more than eigh t. in ches of ri se . The stairs shall be provided with 
band-rails not less than tw o feet six inch es high. Spiral stairways a nd st eps 
-of triau gul ar shap e shall not. be permitted. F'ire-eseapes from the different floor s 
shall Ill, ubsnlutely ind ep endent. of eac h ot he r, nil int eruiedi ut e couuec tiou being 
prohibi t ed . 

Article 31.- T h6 stairs shall have uprights of not more th an seve n a ud on e­
half in ches nnd t re ads o f not les s tha n te n and one-ha lf inches. 'I'he stai rs sha ll 
bave handrails of not less than t wo f eet und six inches in height. Winding stair­
ways shall not be permitted nor ste ps in corne rs. The exit s of t he sta irs belong­
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ing to the upper sections shall only have openings in their upper and lower parts 
and shall not have any intermediate door. 

Article 32.- I n the towns that have aqueducts , connect ions shall be installed 
for hose that may be used in case of fire . There shall he at least two fire hose 
in the building and they shall be kept in an accessible place. 

Article 33.- I n towns where there is no aqueduct and no connection is pes­
sible, two chemical fire extinguishers shall he kept in two conspicuous and acces­
sible pla ces. ~ 

Article 34.- Storage places shall not be pe rmitted under the st airs. 
A rticle 35.-In all theatres and maving-picture halls a regulator shall be 

inst all ed to dimini sh 't he intensity of the electr ic light. 
Article 36.-'1'1Ie exhibition of advertisements shall not be permitted unless 

they are on a dark background. 

Being so promulgated, and having been published in two news­
papers of general circulation in the Island in accordance with section 
13 of Act No. 81, approved March 14, 1912, the said regulation 
entitled "Regulation for The atre's, Moving Pictures, Dance Halls and 
Lecture Halls, ~pp ro v ed by the Exe cutive Council on February 
1, 1921, on and after this date have the force and effect of Law. 

IN TES1'IMONY ,VHEREOF, I have hereunto set. my hand and caused 
the Seal of The People of Porto Rico to be affixed at the city of San 
Juan, this ninth day of February, A. D. nineteen hundred and 
twenty-one. 

[SEAl,] ARTHUlt YAGER, 

Governor. 

Promulgated according to law, F' ebruarv 9, 1921. 

E. J . SALDANA, 

A cting E xecutiv e Secretar y. 


