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81mitary Rules and Regulations No. 53.-F'00ds and Drugs, reirula­
iion for the storage and sale of in the Island of Porto R-ico; 

proniulqa ted. 

'l'h e following r egulati ons having been approved by th e Insular 
Board of H ealth on F ebruary 13, 1917, and by the Executive Coun­
cil on May 1, 1917, in accordance with th e provisions of Act 81 ap­
proved March 14, 1912 , are hereby promulgated for th e information 
and guidance of all conce rned : 

" RIWU1.ATIOX OF T HE f;TOR .\HY. .\ 1' 0 S.\LZ OF ~'f.O D S AXil IlRUHS I N T Ht: I;;LA~W 

OF' PORT<J RIel) 

"Articlo I.-No person , sy ndica te, «orpo rat.iun 01' inst itu ti on of whatever 
cha racte r it may be, shall se ll, offe r, expose or hold fo r sale or t ru uspo rt 01' store, 
any foo d 0 1' d ru g wha te ver, for eonsumptiuu in the Tslaud of 'Porto Hieo, if it 
I:e adulter at ed 01' misbranded, within th e meaning of th ese term s as defined in 
this regul at ion whi ch is th e sa me as that expresse d in ur ticl es 7 an d H of the 
F'ood an d Dru g Act , approved hy t he Cougress of t he Uni ted St utes, on .l une 
30 th, 1901t 

"Artido 2.-Sanitary oflir ials duly a ut horbed hy the Direc tor of the Hen- ice 
a re thn s auth orized to rece ive •officia l sa mples ' of foods unrl drugs, in an )' public 
estab lishment , helonging to nny pcrsoll, firm, syud icnte , «orp oration or inst itut ion 
of wha tever cha racte r it may be, obta ining said sumplea, if pos sible, in their 
original wrappers or eontniu er s, without. opening, or if thi s is 1I0t possible, al iquot 
parts of th e original wrappers or conta iners, sealing and Jal:eling said wrappers 
or conta iners under his own signa t ure and giv ilig to th e in terest ed person a 
receipt, ill which is spec ified th e na me of the produ ct. and the number of samples 
taken. Wh enever possi ble, three sam ples sha ll be taken, one of which sha ll be 
for the Chemical Lab oratory an d the othe r tw o sha ll be kept und er ('harge and 
respousibility of t.he inspect or. Th e Director of the Chemicnl Lab oratory shall 
instruct the inspe ct or in wr itiug in regard to th e pr oper mann er in wrapping, 
sea li ng an d lab eling the samp les. One of th ese samp les shall he given t o the 
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interested person, if he so desires. Th e third sample shall be deposited at the 
disposltion of the cou rt ac cord ing to th e j ndg ml'nt of sa id tribunal. 

' I Arti cle :l.-Inspecto rs nrc nut horberl to t ak e an ' official sa mple' of un­
opened products, or al iquot parts of th eir contents, in or der to make au analysis 
or pr eliminary report in th e la boratory, in 'which case only 0 11(> s imple shall he 
t aken whi ch shall not be wrapped or sea led, b ut shall be labeln rl with it s nam e, 
date and correspondi ug numbe r. If ill th is exa milla tion th e nrtiele should Ill"O\'e 
to he nd ul ter ed or misbrn nrle.l, tb c inspect or shall take offieial snm ples . .wrapped , 
sealed an d Jabeled, as p resc ri be d in nr t icle 2, before proceed in g j ud ieia lly agn i l1Bt. 
the' violntur of thi » Regulation. 

' I Article 4.-1n case an article of food or drugs proves to be urlultorated or 
misbranded, the Director of th e Chemicnl Laboratorv sh all uoti fy th e int erest ed 
per son, within n pei-iorl of thit ty da ys, sta ti ng the nature of th e infraction, narn­
ing .lny :In<1 hour f or him to 1:I,penr personally. or hy som e dul y authorized pe rso n, 
before snid public officiul , to state th e reasons he may have to show that the 
analys is or the cou clusions del 'il 'ed f'ron, it , nrc mistaken or ineo rreet ; it being 
und er stood that if the interested per son dol'S not appear on t lu- date named, th e 
Director of the Luhorntory shall proceed, with the proof he has to denouuce thl' 
case hefore th e com-t. Th e allegation made before the Director of th e Lahora­
tory shall only nnd oxr- luaivelv tr"nt U J1011 fa('ts. 

" Art icIe ;;.-A 11.1' j-ersou, firm , synd ica te, corporu t ion or a ny iustit ut iun of 
whatever chu ruc te r it. lIla~' I:e that gil' e~ ill writillg" its consent to th e dcst.ru cti on 
of an ." urt iele of dall HI·ge d fond or drugs 01' t o ehanges in tilt' wO!'lting of th e 
lal:el, or of t lu- pi-iut ed lit ernt ure tiiut g"oes with :lIl~' nrt icle of fooel or drngs 
sha ll not ht, pl"Ost'('nt l'eI, unl ess he fn il to enrry out what he agree.l to ill writ.ill/{. 
Nor shall th e pl' rson he prose('u te.' who pr esents a gnaran ty f'rom t he mak er or 
imp ort er to t lu- eff nct that th e nr t iele is pure an d lawfully hrumled . 

• , Arr iclo 11.- \ \' h(,11 an ." urf iele of fooel or drng-s shn.ll he f'ound to \;1' adul ­
t era t.ed with inoffensive snhstnnees, or t o he misbranded, 0 1' in st ate of adultera ­
t inn, el l"'OIl1po,ition or put ref'nct.iou or «on tamiunt ed with ou ts ide subs tances an d 
the Olno,' ,· of said p ro riur-t will not eouscnt, 10 th e destruct ion or denu turnl izat ion 
of th" sa lll(', fnr indust riul J'lirpo~l" , o r to modify the labels or the wording of 
th e Iiror uture II f th e sa me, th e Sel'\"i('(' of Snmtnt ion sha ll proceed to , t he prosecu ­
tion o f sai tl I'('rson lIl'('or,l ing to th e ev idenco. 

" Art i,·I(' 7.-Tf any artit·le of f' IO'] or drugs is unfit for t-ousurupt iou, he­
('11\'",' by judgment of th e in ~ pedo l',it he' ,'h '.IIIged, deeomposer! or eoutamina tc d 
with ollt , iell' -ul -stun ces, the in spe et nr mav temporari ly suspend the sa le of this 
arti"le, lenving the pureol or lot. dnly seal ed lind in th e cust ody and under the 
...·sl"' nsihil it.v of th e interest erl p...rson. I n this ca se he sha ll write a d uplicated 
report of tht' urt icles aud t.he slate in which th ey are, wlrich shall he s ig ned hy 
the interested person and the inspector; each one shall keep one of th ese copies. 
Tho suspension of sail' shall not h(' rn ised until t.he Lnborntury report in writillg 
Oil this ' Provisionnl Seizure. ' The phrase' Provisionnl Se izure ' shall be writ tell 
on th e outside of samples taken in these eases. The L aboratory shall gh'e pref'­
erene e lu th ese Iuvestigutious and render its report. in the shortest time possibl e. 
If all,\" m('I'('hHllt. shou ld sell or dispos« in an y way of any coufiscatcd urt'iele, ns 
is defined in this section, he .shnl l be prosecut ed ac cording to la w 

" Ar t ie· lp S.-\Vhcn an a rt.iele of fo od or drugs be cha nged decomposed or 
in a sta te of putrefaetion , eontaminated with outs i<le sllbsta n('es or he misbranded, 
the inspector shaH take a sample, as is p rescribed in arti ele 3. 'f he insp ector 
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may in this case, with the concurrence of the merchant, who shall give his consent 
in writing, confiscate and destroy, either by denaturalization or by other means, 
the foods and drugs that may be found in that state, as also he may modify 
the wording of their Iabels and the printed literature that goes with them. In 
case the merchant does not consent to the action taken by the inspector, he shall 
present a protest to the Director of Sanitation. 

, 'When the articles are decomposed or decayed, they shali constitute 'prima 
facie evidence' of the violation of the Regulation and the inspector may proceed 
according to law against the merchant jf he should seli or expose for sale, or 
transport or store said articles. . 

"Article 9.-When a guaranty exists such as is indicated in article 5, and 
is signed by any perEon, firm, syndicate, corporation or institution of whatever 
character, in the Island of Porto Rico, the g-uarantor shali be proceeded against; 
and if he reside outside of the jurisdiction of the courts of Porto Rico, the 
Director of Sanitation shall eolleet the data of his disposition and remit it to 
the Department of Agriculture through the Federal Chemical Laboratory of San 
Juan, 

"Article lO.-The Department of Sanitation shall publish, either in the 
daily press or by means thought more fit, the decisions and penalties imposed by 
tho courts for the infractions of this Regulation. 

"Article n .-This Regulation shall be put in force thirty days after having 
been promulgated by the Governor of Porto Rico, in accordance with the disposi­
tion of tho Law of Sanitation. 

"Article l2.-Any person who shall infringe any of the dispositions con­
tained in this Regulation shall be punished with a fine of not less than one 
dollar nor more than one hundred dollars, or with prison from one to thirty 
days, or with both penalties at the discretion of the court." 

Being so promulgated, and having been published in two news­
papers of general circulation in the Island, in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 13 of Act No. 81, approved March 14, 1912, 
the said regulations entitled "Regulation for the Stol'a ;::c and Sale 
of Foods and Drugs in the Island of Porto Rico" on and after this 
date have the force and effects of law. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused 
the seal of the People of Porto Rico to be affixed at the city of San 
Juan, this tenth day of May A. D. nineteen hundred and seventeen . 

[SEAL] ARTHUR YAGER, 

Governor. 
Promulgated according to law, May 10, 1917. 

R. SIACA PACHECO, 

Executive Secretary. 


