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Smtitury Rules and 'regulations No. 82. Aqueducts , construction, 
reconstruction; modification or extension a/,in th e Island of Porto 
Rico, requlaiions governing j promulgated. 

'l'h e following rules and regulations, having been approved by th e 
Insular Board of Health on March 2, 1926 , and by th e Executive Coun­
cil on April 6, 1926 , in accordan ce with th e provisions of Act No. 81, 
approved March 14, 1912, arc hereby promulgated for th e information 
and guidance of all concerned: 

RUL ES� AN D REGULATIONS GOVERN IN G T ilE CONSTR UCT IOX , RECOX STR UCTI 0 1' , MO DIFI­

CAT I01' OR EXTE1'SJO N 0)' AQU EDUCT S 11' THE IS LAXD OF PORTO RICO. 

Section I.-X0 aqueduct shall be const ructed, reconst ructed, or extended in 
Porto Rico unless the pro j ect for sa id aqueduct is duly ap proved by th e Com, 
missio ner of Health. 

Secti on 2.- 'l'he pro ject for such aqued ucts shall be filed in triplicate with 
the Depratment of Health. Wh en a pproved, a COP)' shall be filed in the office 
of th e Commissioner of H ealth, another in the office at the Local He alth Of­
ficer where the aqu edu ct is to be built and the third copy shall be returned to 
the int erest ed party. If the pr oj ect is rejected the reasons for such rejection 
shall be given in writing to the party interested. 

Section 3.-All projects for aqu edu cts shall consist of th e following' docu­
ments : 

(a) History of the project. 
(b)� Plan of the proposed improvement, which plan shal l comprise all 

such details as may be necessary to represent an exact idea of 
th e work . 

(0 ) Technical specifications. 
( d ) Estimate. 

Secti on 4. - Unl ess const ruct ion of such aqueduct is commenced within six 
months from the date on which the perm it is issued, such permit shall be 
renewed. 
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Sed ion 5.-'rhe Commiss ioner of H ea lth shall rl ire et his te chnical employees 
periodically to exami nc th e work of const ruction , reconstruct ion, modifieation or 
exte ns ion of the uqu eduet s, and sha ll refe r such repo rt as may be rend ered by 
the afores a id techn ical emp loyees to the con t rac tor or person in cha rge of the 
work a nd to th e Co nnniss ioue r of the Interior or per son or corpora t ion cons t ruct­
ing th e aqu edu ct , for proper action according to the t echnical s pec ifica t ion s. 

If the Commiss ioner of Heal th or his proper dele gat e find s in th e «nnst ruc­
ti on of an y a qued uct th at. th e conditions s t ipula ted in the permit arc 1101. being 
fulfilled, th e Comm issi one r or his delegate ma y d irect suspe nsion of th e work, 
or any part th ereof, after servi ce of written no t ice on th e party int cros te d ; and 
said work shall not be eon t rnued until ail conditio ns stipulat ed in th e af'orc-nid 
permit ar e fulfilled. 

Sec t ion G.-Proj ect s fo r all aq ueducts shall be ba sed 0 11 a n est imate of II 

per capita and da ily eonsumpt lou of fifty ga llons. Th e Commissione r of Health 
is hereby empowered to a lte r such estimat e when so requ ired by ci rcum stan ces. 
Moreover, ill approving any proj ect f or all aqu edu ct , th e Commissioner of Health 
llIay req uire th e same t o develope, within th e urban zone , a minimum pressnre 
of fift een pounds per squ a re iuch a t t he st r ee t level. 

Section 7.-A II aq ued ucts built thereafter whose supp ly of water is taken 
from superficia l sources exposed to conta mina t ion , sha ll be equippe d with II 

purification plant. All wat er f or public consump t ion shall ha ve th e f ollowing 
conditions: ( a ) Norm a I physical cha rac ter istics : odorless, eolor les s and tast eless; 
( b ) it s chemiea l churaete ri stics sh all be those of potable water; ( c) such wa ter 
shall not con tain pathogenic elements. 

Section 8.--' Vhencyer he deem s it necessary, th e Commiss ione r of Health may 
requ ir e th at an aqueduct. supply ing wat er t o a t own shall lmvs a properly 
equ ipped bacteriological lab ora tory. 

Sect.ion 9.-The Commissio ne r of Health an d his representatives shall exercise 
propel' snpel visio n and ge ne ra l inspecti on of nq ne due t s in th e Island of P orto 
Ri co. anti natural or artificial per sons having char ge of the management of sa id 
aq ueducts, sha ll cons ide r and execute all orde rs issu ed hy sa id Commiss ione r or 
his rep resentatives in eouneet ion with such aqueducts . 

Sec t ion lO.-N o aqueduct 01' extension or modifiea t ion thereof shall be pnt 
into th e public se rv ice without du e authorization of the Commissio uer of Health. 

Section ]] .-Connection of a pnblic aq ueduct with a nothe r of a private na­
tUI'C is prohibit ed. 

Section 12.-Aquetlu ct s shall t e devoted to urban service, p rovided th a t per­
son s in cha rge of aqueduct nmy grant permits for connec t ion in the rural zones, 
provided su ch connect ions will not reduce th e volume and pressure to such exte n t 
as to interfer e with th e regular urban service. 

Section l3.-All regula tions or parts of regul a tions in conflict herewith a re 
her eby rep eal ed. 

Secti on 14.-Any violation of th e provisions of th ese regul atious shal l be 
punished under secti on 33 of "An Act to reorgan ize the Sanitation Service," 
approved March ]4, ]91 2. 

Being so promulgated, and having heen published in two news­
papers 'of general circulat ion in th e I sland, in accordance with secti on 
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13 of Act No. 81, approved March 14, 1912, the said rules and regu­
lations entitled "Rules imd Regulations governing the construction, 
reconstruction, modification or extension of the aqueduct's in the 
Island of Porto Rico," approved by the Executive Council On April 
6, 1926, 011 and after this date have the force and effect of law. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused 
the Great Seal of Porto Rico to be affixed, at the city of San Juan 
this seventeenth day of April, A. D. one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-six. 

[Seal] GEORGE C. BUTTE, 
Acting Governor. 

Promulgated according to law, April 17, 1926. 

E. J. SAI,DANA, 

Executive Secretary of Porto Rico. 


