
REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF PLAGUE PREVENTION 
DURING THE YEAR 1924-1925 

The necessity of economizing during th e las t semest er of th e 
economic year and th e const r uct ion and preparation of th e new 
building er ect ed for th is Bureau have to some extent hinder ed th e 
complete development, especially throughout the Island, of the plan 
of work that had been mapped out for t he actual year. 

IUT-I'ROOPING CA) IP AIGN 

Late in November a case of bubonic plague was discovered 011 

board a ship that had reached New Orleans and later it was an­
noun ced th at infected rats had been captured in that city, Fearing 
that th e infection would reach Porto Rico it was decided that the 
necessary precautions should be taken to avoid the importation of 
bubonic plague into this count ry . Th e United States Public H ealth 
Service took t he measures tha t the circ umstances demanded and the 
Department of H ealth concentr ated its efforts on what might he 
called t he danger zone of Sa n Juan , giving spec ial attention to rat­
proofin g activities with th e coope rat ion of the personnel of the Bu­
reau of General Insp ection, in th e commercial and maritime zones of 
San Juan, i. e., pi ers, warehouses, the railroad stat ion, etc . As a 
result of thi s sur vey 21:'l buildings wer e inspected, 1he number of 
deficiencies 'found in all these buildings being 750. Conseq uently it 
was clearly demon strated that th e condit ion of man y of th e buildings 
of San Juan r egarding rat -proofing was deplorable. It was decided 
then that constant vigilance should be kept over th e buildings locat ed 
in th e danger zone of San Juan, as wher ever intense preventive meas­
ures are taken, as in Li verpool, for instance, th e problem of rat­
proofing is given more attention than the direct exte rminat ion of' 
rats, 

RAT-K.\':TER~lINA'rION CA~IPA IGN 

'I'he rat-ext ermination campaign was carried out this year as in' 
the past year, and was also extended to the ports of POlice, Maya­
gilez, Areeibo and some oth er inland localities which were infected ' 
at the time of th e last epidemic such as Carolina, Rio Piedras" 
Guaynabo and Bayamon. Ninety-two rats were separated as sus­
picious altho ugh not confirmed. 
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H.\'l' EX·I'I~lnII"'.\·rIOX IN SE.\POHTS 

This work was carried out in San J nan, Areeibo, Mayugiiez, and 
Ponce and activities were focussed upon the danger zones in the 
maritime and commercial sections of each one of these cities. 

TIlg C.UlI'AIGN IX SAK ,J U.\ K 

As San -Iua n is exposed to infection this city has received more 
attention than any other place in Porto Rico and the campaign here 
has been intense and of a permanent nature. The same division of 
zones that was made last year has been maintained during this year, 
namely, San Juan proper, Pucrta de Tierra to San Antonio Bridge 
and Santurcc to Martin Pefia. 

1<'1'0111 fifteen to twenty men and from two to four foremen were 
employed in this work daily. Until the present time the campaign 
has been concentrated upon the marifimo zone and the warehouses 
on 'I'etuan and Marina Streets and owing to the fact that no in­
fected rats have been captured in Xew Orleans since .Iauuary 17 
of this yea I' we consider that the danger is over for the moment and 
that the personnel engaged in this intensive campaign will soon be 
assigned to their former stations. 

A total of 69,835 rats were captured in the three zones of San 
Juan, classified as follows: 

1)P(·llI11~1111IH .. _ .) , H2~ 

Alexnndr inns . _ 4,I5!P 
Hatt IIS . .. _ 

~. 471; 
M us ;\Insl'1I111S _ i"5 () , H.J-8 
A rt om ivis bobn« _ 2.3 

Some rats captured during the year were obtained by means of 
fumigation during the period from the 27th of June lip to the 7th 
-of July .1924. This was limited only to the warehouses in 'I'etuan 
:Street, where 612 rat}; were killed. These rats added to the 22G 
.captn red i.n -Iune make a total of 838. 

ARECIBO 

The campaign in .A recibo although permanent was not intense. 
It was only an exploration to determine if plague infection did or 
did not exist among rodents in that city. The total number of rats 
captured in this city was 7,224, classified as follows: 

Decumnuus I , 'li1 
Alexnndrilllls 1,342 

Rattlls________ ____________________________________ __ 299 

...� 
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lluMlluMculus 4 , 40 0 
:\lolIg'ooS<' ] 

E ight suspicious rats were examined in th e lab oratory but none 
were confirmed as positive. 

MAYAGUEZ 

'ril e same activities developed at Areeibo were instituted at Maya­
giioz, Th e rats captured are classified as f ollows 

1)ee uilia II us . . ~ _ ] , .W8 
A lcxn mh-inus _ i. :~ 62 
Hattus _~ 100 
}[j(·c _ 1, HI ; 
:\[ollgoosc . _ 1 

making a total of 4,687, only one of which was found to be suspicions. 

PO N CF: 

The campaign in Ponce was suspended on March 15 for lack of 
funds. Th e number of rat s captured up to that tim e was: 

1)(' ('11ma II li S _ 952 
A ~ x all driilu s - - - - - - - - - - - - -­ :~ ](i 
Hat tu s _ 52 
lIk e _ 1, 247 
11ollgoosc _ 2 

• 
Total 2,560 

lU'l~ EXTERMIN AT IO.N IN 'f OW N S INl"E CTED IN PAST EPIDEMI CS 

Cal'olina.- This town was infected in the last two epidemics. 
During 1923-1924 a campaign was started th ere which ' lasted 36 
(lays only, and because of th e shor t period of tim e spent. it was 
decided to renew th e campa ign again all July 18, 1924. During the 
second campaign, which lasted 45 days, 3,886 rats were captured and 
classified as follows : 

DecUmllIlUs _ 1, 346 
A~xalldrillus _ 1,02R 
Rat.! us - - _- - _- ---- - _- - - - - - --- --- - _.- - - - 7R 
}fI1S Mu sculus ---- _ ],43] 
Artomi cia boba c _ 3 

one of which was suspicious and none positive. 
Rio P'iedras.-At Rio Piedras where no rats had been captured 

since th e last epidemic a campaign was star ted on October Ist, lasting 



20 PORTO RICO HEALTH REVIEW 

nntil the 20t.h of November, fifty-one days in all. The number of 
rodents captured was 3,595, classified as follows: 

Deeumauus I, U1!J 

A~xandr~lns__ _ ___ _ __ __ _ _______ __ __ _ __________ _ _ __ __ 821 
l~att\ls______ _ _ _____ __________ __________ liB 
Mus Musculus 1. (ifot, 
Artomieis bobae I 

with foul' suspicious and non e positive. 
Ouaynabo.-'l'he campaign was continued in the small town of 

Guaynabo for 26 days, from August 18 to September 22, 1924. A 
total of 859 rats were captured with the following classification: 

Daeumanus :.!1l1 
Alcxandrinns 41" 

H~LttUS . __ _____ __ ____ _ ____ _____ _________ _ _ _ _ ____ _ _ _ ___ _ 34 
Mice 20:1 
Mongoose - _ 

No suspicious rats were captured in this town. With the coope­
ration of the local Health Inspector a general inspection was made 
so as to find out its rat-proofing conditions. Deficiencies were found 
in sixteen honses and the owners were notified accordingly. 

Bayam6n.-The campaign lasted two months from the 16th of 
January 1925. As a result 3,211 rats were captured and classified 
thus: 

Dceumunus .:. __ ____ (is 7 
A lexandrinus :'j:HJ____ __ ____ ____ ___ _ 
Rattlls_ _ ____ __ __ _ __ Hi 
Mice .. 1, 911l 

. . 
of which eight were suspicious and none positive. 

EXAMINATION OF RA'l'S 

The system followed is the same as described in last year's report. 
Throughout the year .3,176 cards were distributed explaining the 

danger involved when dead rats appeal' in a locality without a rea­
sonable cause and insisting that the public notify the Department 
of Health as to the slightest suspicion of the presence of dead rats 
in dwellings and establishments. Seven hundred and fifty of these 
cards were distributed in San Juan, 1,009 in Santurce, 300 in Rio 
Piedras, 1,042 in Carolina and 75 in Gnaynabo. As a result of this 
work in San Juan and its barrios 304 telephone calls were received 
requesting rat traps. These calls were carefully attended to and 
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the traps were immediately sent out. Two hundred and sixty-four 
posters were lint in different parts of the city informing the public 
in a clear and concise way as to the fundamental principles of plague 
prevention. We also bought a film entitled "The Rat Menace" for 
exhibition in the different moving-picture theatres of San Juan and 
towns of the Island. The titles of this film have been translated 
into Spanish. A few remarks have been added in order to make 
the picture more interesting and adaptable to the needs of the 
environment. 


