
----

BRIEF NEWS NOTES 

NEW HOSPITALS 

A new Municipal Hospital has just been iuaugnrated at Agua
dilla . This building if; modern in every way and has been com
pletely equ ipped to meet th e accepte d hospital standards. 

During th e past two years, tw elve new municip al hospitals have 
been cons tructed in various towns and cit ies to take th e place of 
th e old, inadequate buildings which wer e formerly used . 

MORE CLINICS 

Two 'I'nberenloxis dispensaries, one in Coamo and th e other in 
Yauco, have heen opened recently hy th e Bureau of Tuberculosis 
of th e Department of H ealth. Th ere are now eleven Tuberculosis 
dispensaries operating in Porto Ri co. 

CHRISTMAS CHEER FOR MANY 

Th e Porto Rico Chapter of the American Red Cross was fortu
nate in gaining' th e cooper at ion of diff er ent philanthropic persons 
and organizations of San Jnan in carrying Chr istmas cheer this 
year to those least remember ed . 

Th e patients of th e Insular Anti-Tuberculosis Sana tor ium were 
made happy by a musical ente r tainment given hy :'lEss Amalia Paoli 
and her pupils, after whi ch icc cream lind cake were served. 

At "La P erla " , Municipal Hospital for chr on ic cases, th c Red 
CI'OSS distributed pajamas, fruit and cigare t tes to the men p atient." 
and the Ladies Gu ild of the Union Church ill coope rat ion with the 
R ed Cross distributed night gowns, tow els, powder, dressing sacks , 
boudoir caps, fruit, et c., to th e women patients. Music was also 
arranged for by th e Reel Cross and for th e first. tim e in years th ese 
most unfortunates forgot their troubles in th e joy of bein g r emem
bored at Chr istmas. 

The Day Nursery child ren were given clothing by the Reel Cross 
and th e little chaps from th e Home for Destitute Boys were giv en 
toys. 

22 



BRIEl!' X EWS XO T ES 

The Junior Red Cross members of Lincoln School prepared an 
entertainment for th e patients of th e Montefl ores H ospital in whi ch 
the differ ent nations were represented. The way Christmas is OIl

served in th ese di fferent nations consti tuted th e main featnre of 
this program. Prom th e Chr istmas bags sent to th e Porto Ri co 
Chapter by the Nationa l Red Cross H eadquarters for soldiers and 
sailors, those left over wer e distributed among th e ex-soldiers at 
Mont eflores Hospital and at th e Ant i-Tuberculosis San ator ium. 

TEMPORARY HOME FOR PRE·TUBERCULOSIS CHILDREN 

The inmates of th e Temp orary H ome for pre-tuber culous children 
were mad e happy by th e gift of a Christmas tree, toys, can dy an d 
fruit which were cont ributed by members of th e board of the 
Society for the P re vention of 'I'ubsrculosis in Children and th e 
generosity of Mrs. Eduardo Georgetti and Mrs, Genoveva La go or 
San Juan. 

BETTER HEALTH FOR THE BOYS 

Th e Boys' \Vork Committee of th e Young ";'lIen 's Christian As
sociation of San Juan in coope ra t ion with th e Elks and Rotary Club 
has been car ry ing out a n in terest ing program during th e past year 
for th e newsboys and bootbl acks of th e city. Th is committee 
reaches the hundred and thirty boys, Eli) of which are newsboys 
and bootblacks who meet at th e Y oun g Men 's Christ ian Association 
every Sa tu rday night for gymnasium practice, shower baths, swim
ming-pool pr-ivileges and other health ful exercises. Th e group is 
divided in to two sectio ns known as Xewsboy« Club and Bootbl aeks 
Club. During the summer th e Rot a r,)' Club HlH1 Elks provided a 
week 's outing in camp for' th ese t wo groups. 

F or some months past th e inmat es of th e H ome for Destitut e 
Boys ha ve heeu receivi ng physical instruction ill th e Boys Depart
ment of th e Y. 1\1. C, A. 

Th e Boys ' Wo rk Committee also extends it s activ it ies to oth pr 
mor e f or tunate boys and Lod ge Xo. 17 of th e Boy Rangers of 
America and Troop 1\0. 1. of the Boy Scout s are th e guests of th e 
Boys ' Department each week. 

Th er e are 237 member s of the Boys ' Department of the Y. M. C. X . 
who receive regular instruction three times a week a11 (1 twenty of 
these boys were recently organized into a weekly class for th e study 
and pract ice of the Amer-ican Red Cross methods of li fe saving. 
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Miss Sara Lane, Superintendent of the Public Nursing Service 
-of the Department of H ealth, has just returned and taken up her 
work again after a short vacation north. 

While 011 the mainland Miss Lane attended the Annual Con
vention of the New York State organization for Public Health 
Nursing, th e League of Nursing Education and State Nurses' As
sociation held in Albany, N. ' Y, October 27 to 29. The leading 
.speakers at this joint convention wer e Miss Elizabeth Fox, President 
of th e National Organization of Public H ealth Nursing and Dr. 
Matthias Nicoll, New York State Commissioner of H ealth. 

After a delighful week spent at Lake George, N. Y., and three 
weeks at her home in Schenectady, N. Y., Miss Lane returned on 
the Transport Chateau Thierry stopping off at Galveston, Texas, 
.a day and a half and in Panama two days. 

A meeting was held recently for th e purpose of organizing the 
Porto Rican Child 'Welfare Board created by th e passing of an 
act in the last session of theLegislature of Porto Rico, which reads 
8S follows : 

[No. 39] 

A)[ ACT 

'1'0 CHF.ATE .\ POHTO RICA}," CHILD·W~;LFARE IlO.\RD, WHICH SHALL STUDY 
.\ NIl SOLV J~ AL L PROBI,BMS AFFBCTIXG CHILDHOOD, IKCLUDI"G .\ REVI· 
SION or l'Hl~SE:-IT I,EGISIJATIOK, A},"1l FOR OTHER PURPOSES . 

Be it enoc ted bll the Legi,~laturc'of Porto Rico: 
Section l.-That a board is hereby created to be known as th t , " Porto Rican 

Child Welfare Board. " 
Section 2.-Said board shall have charge of th e study of all problems nf

fectill~ childhood and shall revise all present legislation 011 th e subject, as well 
as in spect all institutions at present esta bished and hereafter to be established 
to shelter or benefit tho children of Porto Ri co in an)" form. 

Section 3.- E ve r)" two yours, when tho Legislature meets in J't'g'ular session, 
suid Board shall render a report thereto concerniug the operation of such iusti
tutions and shall recnnunend sur-h mensun-s lis it may deem uecossary to adopt 
for th e benefit of childhood. 

Sl.etion 4.-Saill Board shall he appointed by _the Governor of Porto Rico, 
with tho ad viee and consent of the Seunte, for a term of two ycn rs, and shall con
sist of five members, two of whom sh all be mothers of families. 

Section 5.- T he Conun isaiouors of Houlth and Education shall be members 
ex-officio of said Board, but shall havo on I)" a voice in its deliberations. 

Section G.-Within a term of fifteen days , counting' from the date on which 
they qualify, the members of the Board shall hold th eir first meeting, shall des
ignate n chairman and shall prepare their by-laws, which shnll not be in conflict 
herewith. 
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Sec tio n 7.-The socretn ry, who sha ll be appointed uy th e COlli missioner o f 
H ealth on roconun endnt ion of th e B oard , sha ll he a person of recogn ized ability 
in social st udy a nd work espoeiul ly in rega rd to in fan cy , it being in d ispousable 
for appoint mcn t th at he sha ll prove to t.he Board t hat he ha s a kn owledge of such 
matter s. 

Section 8.- T he ofllce of th e Board sha ll he located in th e De part me nt of 
He alth whi ch sha ll furnish sa id Hoard with a ll such sup plies as may be required 
in rts work . 

8 c<:t.ion !l.-AII Jaws or parts of laws in coufl i«t herewith ure her eby rep ealed . 
8ec ti on l O.-This Act sha ll tak e eITed nin et y days after it s nppro vu l. 
Approt'ed, Jinu; ,':4, '1925. 

At th e first meeting of thi s board the following officers were 
elected : Dr. Antonio Fernos Isern, President; Hon, E. Gonzalez 
Mena, Vice President ; Mrs. Angela Negron Mufioz, Secretary; :NIl'S, 
Grace de Lugo Vifia and Mrs . Isabel A. de Aguilar. The ex-o/fic'io 
members arc Honorable Pedro N. Ortiz, Commissioner of Health , 
and Honorable Juan B. Huyke, Commissioner of Education. 

It was agreed at this meeting that the laws regarding children 
should be compiled and that a registry of institutions for th e pro
tection of children.should be made . 


