
IS PORTO RICO A DUMPING MARKET? 

(Few realize when speaking' of the Department of Health to what 
t it has to deal with human activities ill every sphere of life, 
a large majority still fail to connect the work Of this depart. 

t with eommerr-ial lifo. 'W ha t is true of every State of the Uuiou 
rue of Porto Rico, and so, while lIlall~' do lint at once see the 

.tion of the market with the Departuieut of Health of Porto 
, after makinp a careful st udv of this assot-iation there will he 
d ubt ill their minds liS to tilt' 1:10,.;1' relationship whi~h exists 
lfell them. 

IH' name " Du III pill:,': market ", origi na te'( L h,\' the wholesale 
) rs who sustain II steady vonnucrr-ial conipet it iou 11l'twPPIl the 
e melting pot on the hanks of the Hudson and the small and 

t market of POI'to Rico, is bv IHl 1Il1':I/lS complimeuturv. The 
ority of the urerchnnt s of the Tslnnd have I.h'I·OIlW ar-eustomed to 

pithet aml aeeppt it as a cand id and iI1110"'1'1It one. The im­
I' places the responsibil ity or f lu- familiar olTt'nse upon the 

iler, Tilt' retailer plaet's it upon the consumer with the malicious 
tiJi 'at ion that the consumer accepts a pri!.'l' regardless 01' quality 
aU:I' th is is not the most important feature in the transaetion, 

h other haud hoth retailers and consumer s blame the importer, 
in his desire to obtain the ~I'patl·st profits, huys in ellOI '1lI0l1~ 

or quantit ie's lit a very reducerl price ClIHl sells to the small 
hant on the same basis a nd at the same pl'i('c that Ill' would 

a selected article of exeellou t qua Iitv . For example, Ow importer. 
Jug ill I enviable reputation l:S 11 business man, makes n rapid 

to New York and buys in the jobbing quarters of the great 
polis II lot of mert -handisc at the rate of ninetv cents pel' 

ie e, and this importer sells the art icle a Iittle later for' three 
81'l>, Fantast i« anecdotes such HS these whether t rue 01' false. 
continually being circulated. 

Fine articles, g'erlt'I'ally speaking. seem to h\' excluded 1'01' au 
ress purpose. although those inter-stcd ill t1l,'s(' trausaetions have 
nd 'some except ions, hilt the most severe and hitter crit icism aris!';; 

unection with articles cousumcd which HI'\' not pl'!,l"ist'l>' those 
great necessity but are articles which oveupv the SCI'ond place 

I; 
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in the scale of qual ity. ;\"ticles of luxurv> automobile», fine per­
Iumery, textiles and the finest novelties in dress f'aln-ivs as well ns 
jewclrv are ell tailed, 1I('1'111('ss to say, ill those of ii"fit place mPH­
tioned a bove, while ar-ticles of moderate p rive awl consequentlv of 
inferior taxation such lIS dresses, xuits, shoes, underwear, furniture, 
glassware and china are contained in HI!' second. 

While the Dcpart meut of Health or Porto Rico is not directly 
interested in the \,('onornie problem which this matter PI'l'SPllts, 1101' 

with the fr-auds prohably perpretated IIPOII the public due to the eon ­
llit .ions set forth, it is very much COIW\'I'I\(!I! with the iu.Iirect results 
of these eonditions which affl'!'t t he wulf'ar« of the people and public 
health. FOI' instance paints, combustible material« and mnterials 
1)1' coustruetion I'epl'(!sellt iudnstrinl uctivities which alt hough outside 
tlH' radius of snuitarv vigilance, in the ordinary course of vommervial 
1J11d prof'essionul t runsnetions the hygienie standpoint must ht~ taken 
into ennsiderat iou ft'oHl the 1I101Ill'nt that t hr- use of such mnteriuls 
affect tho li l'e and health 01' I.he cir izens. :-10 ill t lu- mutter of de­
teruriuiug whether' paints are harmful. 01' eomhust ihle materials are 
dangerous or constructions are defect iVI', the rein t innsh ip wit It the 
Department of Health can he established. 

Which then, is tho most important point of contact. hetw!'PII this 
great eommereial problem mId the D( 'IJIII'IIlII'lIt of Health or POI'to 

Rico? }lay it not Ill" true that the observer who has 1I0t viewed t lu­
sit uat iou kl'clIly has I'aill'd to «mupreheud that foodstuffs, beverugos, 
drugs, medicines and' all raw and fin isherl mat eriuls used as a hasi.~ 

for medicinal lind diatetic purposes form the focussing point of the 
hygionist with regard to till' matter ill l[lH'stion! Awl in view or 
the 1'1ll :1 that the Dl"partllH'llt of Health of Porto Hir-o has ill 111111-.1 
statistics compiled for several years bv t he Chemical Lu horutorv show­
jll~ the dcstruet iou of Iood stuffs of infr-rior quality, it is t lu- duty 
01' this Departmeut, to <lPlIY 01' prove the fairness of the epithet 
"Dumpillg ~ll1rkd" which has been applied to the lsland. ,111<1 whi ch, 
to say the least, is il'J'itating" 111111 offensive. 

III future urt ich-s different lIspeds of the matter ill question will 
he treated, 


