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The existence of Hymeno lepis nana in the Un ited States ha s heen 
reported so frequently, that n owada ys it is cons idered as one of the 
most common of the taenia affecting wan. F'rom what we have been 
able to ascertain, it ha d not yet been foun d in Porto Rico, The 
cases we offer should, th er efore Ile of SOHle interest, as a further 
illustration of the universal IIl'e\'/IlPIH:e of this parasite, 

Upon examining the f'orty -seven ehildron at the Hatillo Orphan 
Asylum, in Heard] of uncinaria, we di scovered the eggs of Hymeno
lepis Dana in the f'eces of three of th em. This asylum is entirely 
und er the control of persons from th e loeality, and admits children 
from six to twelve years of age. On e of th e child re n hall been in 

the asylum three years, and another, two. Neither of the children 
or th e di r ect or have ever been away f rom th e I sland and th eir 011 1y 
contact wi th outsiders is con fine d to th e local schools. 

The ages or the t hr ee ranged from te n to t welve years, 'Ve hall 
examined and treated t hem all f or uucinariasis a year previous, wi th
out finding cestode eggs. Th ey showed n o symptoms attributable 
to the presen ce of taenia or u ue ina ria . As was di scovered later, in
fection hy the latter parasite was very slight. 

We treated two of th e chi ld re n for uneinariasis. This treatment 
on. isted of Ui c. c. or tetrachlor-ide of ca rbon foll owed a week la ter 

by treatmen t r-onsist iug of I c. e. or essence of ehen opodiu iu. A I'tel' 
each treatment we washed and analyzed th e fe ces at th e expiration 
of forty-eight hours without find ing taenias, though we did find a 
few un cinaria. It is possible that. we missed a few segmen ts of 
taenia inasmuch as it is hard to identify them. However 11 subsequent 
microscopic examination st ill revealed cestode eggs. 

We then resorted to oleoresin of the male fern, 1 gill. in frae
tional doses, tw enty-four hours after a milk di et , and followed after 
twelve hours hy a 1>HI'ge of sulphate of magnesia. \Ve treated the 
three orphans. }'OI' II period or tw enty-foul' hours we collected, 

st 
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wash ed, siftl'd an d , ':\;1111 ill .. d tlu-i I' f"I'I 'S, IJIll' t (l t heir smallness, 
gTl'al I "a IISp:il'PII 'y HII,l I'I'mri l i i ,'-, we !lj'ol,nh ly fa iled to discover some 
\\'011111' H l lIl SI'g-lIlt'll ls ill s l'it.~ of 0111' pai us ill sonreh ing' 1'01' t hem. 

F rom 011 t' hoy WI' seeurcd S('glllellts of 0111' huudn-d ' ,"0 1'1 us, HIIlI 

I llOsl~ of four f'rom t lu- 011 11'1 ' TWO, I II ruunv east's III(~ lilly head 
vere missing. T he,;e ('I'stodt's ('O IT I·Sl'0 lld,·d ill (,\'(, 1'," wa y wit h the 

dl'S( ~ I'ipt io ll of TT." lIlt·1I01I'p is nnuu ill various t ext -hno ks, aw l to t ire 

kno wled g« we had a l r: ad ,'- l lt''1 l1il'l:d " f SlIIltp!('S ohsl'l'n:tl elsewher e, 

Though t his pa l mdt,· had not he.-u found previo usly i ll P orto 
nit'll, il st'I'III" ru-vr- rt h..h,,,s obvious t ha t it lias go tt en a f'oot hold ill 
1lu- lsla ud und will ill al l p l'llhnhil ily ln- I'o u lld ht' II('l'f ol'rh wit h rela
t in' 1' I't' l(UI'IIl':" , 


