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TOTAL OF 1,780 fecal specimens from an equal number of
A individuals of all ages was examined for the presence of

cysts and trophozoites of intestinal protozoa. Of the in-
dividuals examined, 567 were hospitalized and 1,213 were ambula-
tory patients of the University Hospital. Approximately two thirds
of these patients resided within the area comprising the districts of
San Juan, Santurce, and Hato Rey, and the neighboring towns of
Rio Piedras, Catafio, and Bayamoén. Of these two thirds, more than
half lived in the city and suburbs of San Juan; the remaining third
of the total resided in other parts of the Island, rural as well as
urban.

The age of the stools at examination varied from a few minutes or
hours, if obtained from hospitalized patients, to one, two, or three
days, if obtained from ambulatory patients coming to the clinics.
One 22 x 22 mm. smear preparation in physiological saline solution
(0.85 percent) was made rofm eachs ample and examined under low
and high power magnifications. If cysts were found, a second smear
was made in iodine solution (2 percent iodine in 4 percent potassium
iodide) for their identification.

~ Of the 1,780 fecal specimens examined, 554 (81.12 percent) were
found positive for intestinal protozoa. Eight different species were
recovered, with Endamoeba coli occupying first and Balantidium cols
last places in order of frequency. The incidence for cysts and tropho-
zoites of each of the protozoan species recovered is presented in the
table on the following page.

The percentages of infection obtained from the present series of
examinations in no way represent the actual incidence of intestinal
protozoa in Puerto Rico. Inasmuch as city dwellers greatly out-
numbered rural dwellers among the individuals examined, the group
does not constitute a representative sampling of the general popula-
tion. The results are undoubtedly quite conservative, mainly be-
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