
BRIEF NEWS NOTES 

In the first number of th e PORTO RICO H EAW').I REVIEW, July is
sue, th er e appeared an article on Plague Prevention in Porto Rico, 
by Dr. A. L. Carriou, Chief of the Bureau of Plague Prevention. 
Persmission to publish said article in the Pall-American Bulletin
has been granted in accordance with t.he following letter from the' 
Xlanagiug' Editor. 

P M , A~IERI CAX TTXIO:>I , 

W ,\SHI:\GTQX , D. C., Octob cr 3 , 1!J2:J. 
] 1F;A R SIR : 

. I alii greutly impressed with your a r t ic le, ent it led, " Orga ni:'.II t iofl of a 
Bureau of P lague Prevention in Porto Ri co," in th e .Iuly issue of t he PORTO' 
RICO REVIEW and should like to publish it, in Spanish and Portuguese verxiuns, 
in tho Pall-A merican Bulletin. To this end I am writing to inquire whether you 
would be willing to g ra nt pormi- slon to do thi s, and al so whether yOll wou ld be 

, goorl pnough to eoiipc ru te further hy loaning the or ig inal photographs which 
illustrut e the nrt icle . Full cr edit will naturally l.e given both ~'ou and the ' 
H!';\' \:- \\' . 

'I' luurk i ng yon in nnticipnt ion of your goo.a offices, 

"pry t rulv yours, 

rSA B~;" K . ;\[ACDER~IQTT, 

Jfanagin(l Editor. 
DR. A. L. C,IHHIO:\, 

Chief, Burra/( of Pta inu: Pr ercll!i(jn , 
Dpl'al'tmcllt o f' lIp11 lth, Sun .Jnan, Porto Hit". 

PROMINENi' (HJE£TS 

Among d istinguished visitors who have be-n in Porto Ri co recently ' 
arc Drs: Prcdorick J". Russell, Director of th e International Health 
Board of th e Rockcfeller Foundation an<l H . n. T-T0\\'1m1 , Director 
or the sam e Board fOI" the West Indies. 

Dr. Russell is not a stranger , having resid ed her e innucd ia t elv 
a fter the Spanish-American War and later on for a short period of 
time during th e first ep ide m ic of huhonie pl ague in 1!)12. Th o work 
of the Department of H ealth with th e cooperation of the Ro ckefeller 
P'ouudat ion 'which is being car-ried on for the era d icnti on of un cina
ria sis and for the control of mala ria ill Porto Rico has ber-n inspected 
til ro ughou t the Island. 

Dr. Howard has also visited th e Islam] hefor e in connecti on with 
:2:; 
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activities of th c Rockefeller Foundation. Accompanied by the Com
missioner of H ealth D.". Pedro N, Or t iz and Drs. Hill and Earle, 
resident physi cians who represent th e Rockef eller Foundation her e, 
the visit ors mad e a th orough study of actual condit ions returning 
north on th e th ird of December. 

Undoubtedly the visit of these distinguished officials will prove 
of great benefit in th e further developm ent of th e work which is 
being carried out. 

DR. WILLIAM DARRACH 

Dr. William Darrach, Dean of t he college of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Columbia Univers ity has just made a hast y visit to P orto 
Rico in th e inter ests of the School of 'I'r opical Medicine. After 
holding confe rences with Governor Towner; th e Presid en t of th e 
Senat e, H onorable Antonio R. Barcelo ; the Chancellor of the Uni
versity, Dr. 'I'homas Benn er; th e Commissione r of H ealth, D r . P edro 
N. Ortiz, and oth er prominent officials he returned to New York, 
having been in th e Island only t wo days. Dr. Darrach was the gu est. 
of Colonel Hailey K. Ashford, U. S. Army Surgeon. 

D,' . Antonio F'eruos Ise rn, by spec ial in vitation of th e Interna
tion al H ealth Board of th e Rockefeller F oundat ion, has been on th e 
mainland making a study of th e local sa nitary organizat ions as well 
as of the methods used in th e Southern Stat es for th e control or 
malaria. 

Dr . F'crnos, with officials of th e Rockefeller Fonudat.i ou, vis ited 
Alabama , North Carolina and Maryland and as a res ult of ' h is 
observations in th ese States, doubtless 0 111' health work in gcnor»l 
will be g rea tly benefitted . 

On his return from th e soul h DI', F ernos spent some (Illy s in 
Washington, D. C" hav ing' visite d the Residen t Commissioner of 
P or to Rico, Honorable } 'cli x Cordova Davila , the Bureau of' Insular 
Affairs, th e Census Office and other importa nt Department s. 

Dr . and ~\f l'f;.F'e nl(Js retu ru ed on th e S .S. Port o Rico which 
arrived th e 24th of 2'\O\'('II111el', ln-in g in g with th em most pl easa u! 
impressions. 

Dr. Ram 6n Lavandcro, chi ef of th e Bureau of' Social Medicine 
and P ueric ult n re of th e Departm ent of H ealth has just r eturned 
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from a three months ' vacation spent in the north, part of which 
time he dedicated to th e study of sanitary organizations and health 
centres of Xew York, Boston and Schnectady, where he spent most 
or his time. 

Dr. Lavaudero brings back a great many suggestions and is en
thusiastic as to plans which he expects to carry out in connection 
with the very important work of his bureau. 

Dr. Eruesto Quintero, Chief of the Bureau of Venereal Diseases 
of the Department of Health has recently returned from an extensive 
trip abroad and on the mainland. In Paris he attended the Urologic 
Clinics in charge of Dr. Marion of Lariboisier and others conducted 
by Professor Lugen in the Neker Hospital. 

Dr. Quintero also observed the latest methods used for the treat
ment of Syphilis in Saint Antoine and Saint Louis hospitals by the 
IIIOSt eminent F'rench syphilogists and in Vienna, where! according 
to the judgment of Dr. Quintero, the most advanced methods for 
the treatment of syphilis have been established, he took the regular' 
course given by Professors F'inger and Wagner Jauregg in the (len
tral University of that city. 

Immediately upon his arrival in Porto Rico Dr. Quintero took 
up his duties again in the Burean of Venereal Diseases. 

The "Socicty for the Prevention of Tuberculosis ill Childron " 
was organized not long ago and due to the persistent efforts of its 
directors it has developed into a strong organization which is ren
dering incalculable benefits to pre-tuberculous children. This society 
puts forth every effort for the protection, education and permanent 
welfare of such children and in this way saves them from becoming 
victims to the dread White Plague. 

Among the most humanitarian and practical activities of this 
society has been the conducting of summer camps for pre-tuberculous 
boys and girls who attend school, taking them out of their unwhole
some home environment, and giving them a vacation in which they 
have the advantages of hygiene, pure air, varied and nutritive food, 
and country life which affords them new strength and a better phys
ical preparation for the next school year as well as resistance against 
succumbing to disease. 

This society has also started a 'l'emporary Home for pre-tuber
culous children which serves the purpose of a preventorium. III 

= 
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cases where th e f amilies of th ese child re n are very poor this society 
finds homes for th em among families of comfo rt able mea ns , 

In Porto Ri co, where it has been the j cust om to expect t he 00 \' 

ernment to grapple with all t he cons t ruct ive hea lt h and welfnrr
projects, th e examples offered by thi s grou p of private P ( ~I 'SOlIS takiiu; 
the ini ti a tiv e in t his kind of work, whi ch is so impor tan t and wh ich 
affects us so seri ously is most gra tifyi ng. 'I' uherculosis in all its 
forms st a nds out consp icuo usly among the ca uses of death in 1'0 1'10 

Rico, having caused dur -ing th e past fiscal yea r :~, 085 deaths, or 22] 
for 100,000 population . Th e orga nizers of this socictv deserve t 11(' 

hear ti est hacking and warmest response fr om all. 

Dr. Am eiico Oms, who has rend ered valuable service III th e De
partmen t of H ealth for some years, has just tender ed his resignation 
as Medi cal Insp ector. II o will now devot e his tim e to his 0\\"1\ 

privat e pr-actice in th e city of P once. 

Th e Clin ic of Vener eal D iseases (Social Hygiene Cent re ) wh i.-h 
was located on San Sehastian St ., San Juan, has been transferred 
to Puerta de 'I' ierra, ;) Lu go Vifia St ree t, where th e Tubercul osis 
and Social ~redi cin e Disp ensari es wer e Iormcrl y locat ed. 

'l'h c clinic is 1l 0W sit ua ted in a strategic point between Sail .Iuan 
and San tu rce and almost ill th e heart of Pnerta de Tierra. t hese 
being t he th ree u rba n cent res which const it ute th e city of ~a n .Iuau. 

Th e 'I'uh cr eul osis disp ensary wh ich was formerly locat ed on Sclll 

Sebasti an street has been removed an d is now splendi d ly sit uated 
on th e Boul evard del Valle f acin g th e ocean, 

During th e latter part of October and first of Novemb er a sl ight 
epidemic of typhoid fever broke ou t, in th e town of Lares, twenty
two patients being registered. 

Th e necessary steps to check th e epidemic were taken h~' th e nil 
reau of 'I'ransmisaible Diseases am] th e situation wax readily eon
trolled with such good results tha t th e epidemic was confined to its 
original source of outbreak and no deaths were regist ered . 

From investigations made it was confirmed that th e epidemic was 
dill' to a deficient wat er supply. 

By the first of th e year th e new leprosa rinm loca ted in barri o 
"Las Cuevas' of Trujillo Alto dist rict , at a d istance or about tw enty 
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kilometers from San Juan, will be occupied. Although all the build
ings and divisions of the hospital are completed and its equipment 
is ready, the delay in opening the leprosarium is due to the fact 
that the sewerage system is not finished. This, however, is progres
sing rapidly and the patients will be transferred from Cabras Island 
to their new home by the beginning of the New Year. 

Dr. W. R. Galbreath, Medical Director of the Presbyterian Hos
pital of this city has recently returned from a short vacation in 
Canada. 

While north Dr. Galbreath was made Fellow of the American 
College of Surgeons, the title being conferred at the Annual Convo
cation of the Clinical Congress of the American College of Surgeons 
which met at Philadelphia, October 30th, 1925. 

During the last year the Presbyterian Hospital has added to its 
always splendid record and has been included in the list of Approved 
Graduate Medical Schools. It has also been placed among the list 
of hospitals for Higher Instruction in 'I'ropieal Medicine, and re
«ently was approved by the American College of Surgeons for in
clusion in the Hospital Standardization Report, being the only hos
pital in the West Indies and South America with the exception of 
two in Monti video, Uruguay, that has attained this honor. 

A letter received from the American College of Surgeons, is as 
follow's: 

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS, 

40 EAST ERIE STREET, CHICAGO, ILLINQIS, 

~.IISS .TEN!':IE ORDWAY, Superi/ltelldcnt, 
Presbyterian Hospital, 

San Juan, Porto Rico. 
:\iy DEAR MIl'S OR!1WAY: • 

Enclosed please find our last Hospital Staudardis ation report including our 
li-t of approved hospitals released for publication to all papers of the United 
Statfs on Monday, October 26, and announced at the Hospital Standardization 
~h'eting of the Clinical Congress of Surgeons. 

Yon will note that Presbyterian Hospital has been found acceptable and has 
von tormed with the Minimum Standard as required by the American College 
or Surgeons. 

In due time, a hand-engrossed certificate for display in the hospital (tba 
pi oper ty of the College) will be loaned to you and held as long as you maintain 
t he approved standard. 

With kind regards, I remaiu 
Sincerely yours, 

'(Sgd.) EI1w. 1. SALISBURY, 
Director of Inter-American Affairs. 




