
REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF TRANSMISSIBLE DISEASES 
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

1924-1925 

To deal with ti ll: communicuhle diseases t hat arc most preval ent. 
in Porto Ri co, th e Department of H ealth has established several bll
reaus, since las t ye ar, narncly : Bu reau of Tuberculosis, But-eau of 
Vvno rca l J)!~ '( 'a:-; (' s , Burenu of 1'lleinHl'i as!:-; , BIII' ('flll of Plague 1'1 ' '' ' 

veution and reeent ly th e Bureau of .\ralaria . All th e work of 1)1'('· 
veut iou and control carrie.! out dur-ing tll(' voa r ill n-g urd to tll('".' 
d i,:('as('s ItflS gi \'('11 splendid rcsul ts, 

Ot iJ(·r tru nsm is:-;i hle d:sea"e :-; needi ng to he considered separately 
a l e 1he following': Typhoid f'evcr, Diphtheria, l nfunt ilc 'l'etanu« . 
.\1('(\;';1(,,, , !'<,pros." find Whooping Cough . 

TYPIlO[[) l"EVlo:R 

.E p idemie outbreaks of typhoid fever have been registered during 
th e year in Ponce, Caguas, Barros and Comerio. The first cases in 
Ponce were reported on September 16, 1924, by th e district medical 
officer. The total number of cases registered was 295. 'I'he D epart
ment of H ealth established an Emel'gency Hospital where almost all 
of th e.')!' patients wer e isolated. Vaccination was thoroughly cnrried 
out, chiefly throughout the infect ed zones. Repeated examinat ions 
of samples of water from the city water supply were made at the 
Biological Laboratory and in all instances they wer e found contami
nated. A chlor ine plant. was imm ediately installed by th e Sanitary 
Engineer at the tanks of the aqueduct for thr proper treatment of 
th e water. A ca re ful inspection of milk stations, bakeries, groeeries. 
market places, street peddlers, etc., was carried ont. The outbreak 
was ve}'y soon checked and on ?\ovember 16th th e emergency hospital 
was closed . 

A second out bre ak was registered in May of 1925 in asuburb 01' 
Ponce, caused hy the contamination of artesian wells which supplied 
water to the inhabitants of the district. F'ifty eases were registered 
during this second rpidemic. 

Th e infection in 1he municipality of Barros covered only the 
rural zone. After a st udy of the ep idemic it. was found that the 
disease was due to diruct contact with carriers, and that probably 
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the first cases registered were imported f rom oth er localities. Th e 
fact th at th e number of pat.ieuts was small mad e it possibl « for this 
Departmen t to hospi ta1ize them all . Th e field pers onnel of the Bu
reau of Transmissible Dis eases took charge of th e work of disinfec
tion and immunization and of th e ed uca tional campaign am ong th e 
inhabitants. 

The outbreak at Caguas was of min or importance. In Comed o 
the outbre ak was du e also to the contamination of th e wat er supply 
of one district in th e rural 7.01H' . . The same measures as in P once 
were taken by th e Bureau of 'I'ransmissibl o Diseases. Th e number 
of eases recorded was forty-one and eight deaths wer e r egistered . 

The followin g chart shows th e towns of th e Island wher e th e 
number of deaths from typhoid fever \\'as higher during th e present 
year: 

'1'0\'. n Dea ths 
POI1 C~ J8 

A rev ibo 19 

l:'a n .J unn 1 ~ 

B a rros __ ] 0� 

Comer!o 8� 

I sa be la -_ _____ ____ 8� 
Ma yn g iicz .._- _______________ 7� 

Cilg uns .__ __ ____ __ _ 7 

Aguad ilIa - __ __ __ __ _ 5� 
Sa n Debas tillll ;j� 

Villa Iba - - - _______ _____ 4� 

Cay ey __ __ ______ __ _ _ :i� 

D1PHTIlERIA 

'I'hr ee hundred and seventy cases of diphtheria wer e reported 
during th e yea r and th e dis ease was resp onsibl e for one hundred 
and one deaths. Of course it. may be ascertain ed that not all th e 
cases were repor ted, for th ese figures being correct, th e fatali ty of 
this particular cause of death , Ol ' the ratio between mortality and 
morbidity, would be 27.29 p CI' cent, almost three deaths for every ten 
cases, which is quite improbable, 

Th e highest number of eases was r egistered in San Juan , being 
one hundred and eight. with seven deaths. It is worth menti oning 
that th e number of cases in th e city dropp ed from 326 during th e 
year 1923-1924 to one hundred and forty-eight this year , making a 
decrease of fift y-five per cent , whi ch may be attributed to th e 'work 
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of immunization which is being carried on by the Department of 
Health. 'I'he work of immunization against diphtheria by means 
of the Toxin Anti-toxin mixture, of which a detailed account was 
given in last year's report, has been continued this year with highly 
sa tisfactory results. 

Although the number of tests given is lower than that of last 
year, the number of schools and other institutions visited is greater. 
Five thousand five hundred and thirty-seven tests were given during 
the year with ] ,227 positive reactions, 01' an average of about 23 
per cent, the figures for last year being 7,951 tests given, of which 
there were 1,943 positive reactions with an average of 25 per cent. 
During the vacation period the work was continued at the dispen
saries of the Department of Health where over 500 tests were given 
with an average of 33 per cent of positive reactions. It was decided 
to visit this year only those schools that were not visited last year 
with the exception of the Charity Schools in charge of the Depart
ment of Health and Luehetti School where for special reasons the 
test was given for the second time to the pupils who had been im
munized the year before, with the following results: 

;:;.- J:.- I ~-
~ _ c: .-o ,"'0
~IoooO ,'I:; J." O ' '= o 

~~-g ~'~-g I ~~ 
______ _ ____ ____ . . '::JUJ , a:oUJ I~ 

Number of pupils giving 11 poslttvc rencuon , tuunuutzed la sl ~·eDr.... ... .. 64 1 53 1 281 
Test' glv eu Ihls yeur. ........ ........... .. .. .. .. . .. . ............... ... .. ... . . 51 53 281 
Poslttve reoe-llons. ... II I R 36 
m.nuutzed forthe second (line.. ...... II J S I 36 

'I'he following chart shows the work carried out during the year 
by the Division for the Prevention of Diphtheria: 
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Schick Test 

Numbe r Pos tttve Percent- Va eei 
of tes ts age n ated 

----- ---- - - - - - - - - ---- 1- ----- ---- --
P ub lic 1Qch uul s 

Rosend o Matlen?o Cin tron .. 738 138 18 .85 127 
Tom .s Va r rlon Mad ur o . 195 24 12. 30 23 
Rulz Hel vt s . 449 3 1 6 . 90 31 
Luis ~Iu i\ o z Rl veru . 650 136 20 . 92 128 
Rafael ~Iarla li e Labra . 56:1 1M 27 . 35 153 
I\afael Corde ro . 50 8 16.00 8 
Luchettl . .. 688 192 27 .91 134 
Laureano Vega . 151l 64 41. 02 52 
Monte 1"lor~s . 78 13 11l. 66 IS 
lIarrio Obr ero . 475 69 12 .42 56 
Ilarrlo Sunoeo .. 105 18 17.14 17 

.6 1 5 7.81 6.~~~~c.¥~l: ~~ e; :.: :::::::::::: :I' 161 17 10 .56 17 

Totals . 4372 809 1 ~.66 764 

- ---_._--- -- -- - - - - - - ----- - 
Private School. 

Hlancne Kellogg rusuuue ' . 66 15 26 .78 16 
Robinson Orphanage , . 69 19 27.54 19 
Immnculate uonceptton Co ll ege . 218 82 37 .6 \ 80 
Lntherun Sch oo l .. .. 30 8 26.1l6 Il 
Methodist Sc hoo l. .. 84 23 27.38 23 
Presbyterian scno ot .. 49 18 36 .73 17 

'I' o tu ls . .• . . . .•• • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..•• •. • . . • • • . • . . . . . . . 506 165 32 . 61 162� 

Other Estanti stnnent. .• 

U1rls' Clla r ll.)· Sc hoo l . 55 12 2 1. 8 2 12 
(joys Chllrltr -cho ot .. 53 8 15 .09 8 
Dlspen sarles Depa rtrneut of Health (A ) San t u rc e . . . . . . • . . . 227 80 30 . 24 74 
(H) lI rtn . ibrer o .. 146 27 18 .49 26 
IC) S"n Juan .. 126 58 46.03 51 
1)1\)1 'Ju rser"!'t· . . . . . •• • . • . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . ... 30 14 41l. 1l6 14 
Pu blle-Health Nu rses . 22 1 18 .18 3 

Tol a Is . 1159 2u3 sc.ee 188 

- _ .- - - --- - - - - - --- - - --- --- ---- - - 
R ecapltutation 

Public Sr-hnol s . 4372 859 19. 65 764 
PrIvate scuooi s .. 606 16h 32 .6 1 1 ~2 
Other establfshments. . 669 203 30.80 188 

Totn1s .. 6537 1227 22 .16 1114 

...� 
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SCHICK TEST� 

Table Showing the Number of Tests Classified by Age Groups Under and� 
Over 16 Years� 

- - - - - --'---;----- - - - - ---
Utrd e r 10 years o f axe ] 0 ye ars nml over� _._,�

Establishments 
N o . xo.

Posftlv e I Percen t Posltl ve Pe rc elltof test s of tes ts 

- --1--
r-a ou » Sc tioo!« 

IR . )!ntl e n1.o Cin t ro n . 204 45 22 .06 534 9;l 17.re 
T . Ca rr io n ..'l aduro . 163 23 B . I I I ~2 1 3. 12 
II II 11. Be lvl s . 21l 2;") 11 . 8~ I 238 G 2 . 52 
~11Jii o z u l veru . 208 ;',9 ~8 . 37 442 7i 1 7. ·t ~ 
I tn tae l M . de Labru . .... ·.. ..46 .. ........ iI· .. ... ...... . 1 5iia 15·J 3G.55 
11afa e l Cordero . 17 .39 1 4 ......... ... " !ii'�Luc hert t. . 310 !.'If! 27. 9-1 3·18 n .8 7 
La n r la n o Yegl! . 104 50 48 .0 8 I 52 I·'., 26 !,'2 
)I on tollores . 26 9 34 .62 I 52 7. 6D 
Bar rio Obrero . 296 4ii 15 54 179 l a 7 .26 
su uoe o . 18 19 .1;, II ...... ......~4 I ....... .'2: 13�Ranch o nes . 17 I 
'I' ras Ta lleres . 120 16 13 :33 4 1 I 2 .44 

4 I 2:l ;;3 i 47 

- ---1-- -- ---- - - - - ---
TOlll ls .. t 829 3!11l I 21.21 2;) m 461 18 .13 

Pricutc Sc hools \. 
Bluu ch e Kellogg Lnst ltut e . ....... ... .. of) 15 :W. i!.� .. .. ".jri:[lO· Robln sou Orph a nage. . ... 22 9 ~ 7 10 21.~ g 

Inunueu Iut e Conception 128 56 13.7 5 90 21; 28.~9 
Co lle ge 

Lut he r un Sc hool. 30 8 26 .6 7 I ..... . .... .. .... .. ........ ..3· Me th odi s t Sc hoo l . 8 1 ss 28.40 I.. .. · ...... ..... . ... ... ..... .� 
P resbyte ria n Sc hoo l .. ... 43 18 41.86 (j ...... .... .. ..... ......� 

- ----1- --- - 
To t.. ls. 30 I 114 I 37. 50 1-- 202 51 25 .25 

Oll",r I 
RalalJl is "mclIla I 

(,I ri s ' Ch n ritv Sc h o o l 14 2 1·1.29 41 10 24 .S!}
Bo ys ' Chllri iy ~Sch()o i: : :: 7 1 I -L :!9 46 7 15 .22 

Dispe n sarlc« of the� 
Dep t. of treaui.� 

s mun rce . 227 80 35 .2,1 ...... ..... . ............ ...... ......� 
Isa r r to Ob rero . 1·16 27 11. 46 ..... . ..... . ... . . .... .. ...... .... ..� 
Han .J U Rli . • . . . •• • • • • . • O' 126 58 46 . 08 ............ ..... ..... ..... ..... . 
J> n ~' N11r SeT)' .. • . •• .. • .•.• 14 ·16.67 .... .. .. ... ..... . ...... .. ... " ili:liI�Pllbli c H eult h Nurses . ...... ...~~ . ...... .. ... .. .. .. · .. · .. 1 ~2 .\�1- - -

To ta ls .. 550 ! 182 33 .09 109 2 1 19 .26 
- - - ----- 1- 1- -- - - - - --- - '-

Gmud to ta l , 26B:l 694 2.; .8 3 I 2854 533 1 ~ . 75 

- --- - - --_.-'-
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INJ.' .~ NTILE TETANUS 

Foul' hundred and ninety-one deaths were registered during the 
year caused by infantile tetanus as against 503 th e year 1923-1924. 
The following chart shows th e number of deaths from infantile 
tetanus in those municipalities where ten 01' more death s were re
corded: 

Rate
NumberTown� per 100.000of deaths population 

Rincon ..� 22 242 
37 219 
~~ 178 
20 146 
27 (13 
1~ 81f~~'" : Y:.::: : : :: 1 10 66 

Yabueoa .. 13 62 
Al':uadllla . 15 58 

II 46
~~~~lt'::'~~~~~ : :::::::: '.:::: .: ;'. :::' :'.:: :::'.:'. .: ::'.:: :::::::::: 20 41 
c:agllas .. 15 37 
Ponce . 21 27 
San Juan . 23 25 

:\lEASLES 

Some epidemic outbreaks of measles, of gr eat intensity, have also 
occurred this year in several town s of th e Island. As thi s disease 
is so easily spread, affecting a great number of persons at th e same 
time, the proper care of every patient is very difficult and hospital
ization impossible, thus th e fatality of th e disease itself and its 
sequelae is high particularly among the poorer elas..ses, During the 
year 620 deaths were registered as against nine from the same cause 
the year before. Those town s where ten deaths or more were 
registered are listed below. 

Rale per 
TOWIl 100.000 

Number of 
Deaths 

Population 

55 206 
27 183 
17 156 
17 100 
13 H 3 
58 HS 
66 \35 
21 121 
~I I ~~) 

27 101 
20 99 
82 92 
23 87 
10 63 
15 ss
22 r)o 
14 18 
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LEPROSY 

Six new patients were admitted this year to the Leper Colony 
at Cabras Island and two to the Quarantine Hospital. The general 
movement of patients during the year is shown below: 

I Leper QuaranliulJ Totalcolony Hospital 

.- - - 
J n m n te s on Jun o : ~ () . 192 ~ , . .. .... .. 35 .j ~ 9 

Adm itted d u r t ng th e yen r . .. .. .. 6 2 8 
-

Tot,d . .. .. ..... .... .. .. . . . 41 
.. 

4i 

Pntlents dl seh nrgort . .. .... .... ...... .. .. .. . ........ .. ... .... .. ~ . I ..........� 
Dea t.hs . ... ... ... .. .... . .. . . " .... .. .... '3'j 2� 
Rema rka bty improv ed . .. .. .. ..

' 

.... ..... .. . .. .. .. ... :J� 

Inmates OIl J une 30. IfJ25 . · , 3 I 42 
i 1 

These patients are classified ~s follows : 

SEX 

~[alc-------__ _ __ _ _______ _______ _ ______________________ ]4 
Fcmalc 28 

COLOR 

\VJlitc_ __ _ _________ ______ ______ _______ ____ _ 22 
Colorcd 20 

AGF. 

Adlllts 37� 
ChildrelL _ _ __ _ Ii� 

. FOR~ER RESIDF. N CE 

'Sa il .JUI1I1 10 
P a tillas _-, :.______________ S 
X a g ua 1J0 ~ ~ __:... .__ __ Ii 

P on ce ;1 

Agua.11illa .,:"'_'':_':'_'_: . 2 
_C; lgtlaS ~-_ =", =--_ _-_- - ~ 

Gu uy.nna _'- :.. ~- -- - - - - - - - - _ 
,T ruj il ~ o , .\ lt o ,. _ 
Hio c: r:lll llc _ 
Co.uno 1.~ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

~Anasco :._________________________ 1 

:.fimati .. , 1 
Vi equca ..__~ , 1 

Rcpublie of Co lom bi a .. ] 

Vir t~ill I 81:111l18______ _________________ __ 1 

.The three patient s discharged from the Qnarantinc Hospital , 
according to law, were sent to their resp ective homes, with no 
external manifest ation!'; of th e disease and aft er rep eated negative 
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examina t ions were obtained from the naso-pharyngeal exudates, 
These p atients live in t heir homes isol ated from the r est of the 
family and Iiave to comply with cer ta in rules prescribed by th e 
Commissi one r of H ealth. At intervals of every six . week s they a re 
thoroughly" examine d at th e Quarantine Hospital and at the Bi olog
ical Laboratory, T;p to the present time their condition is sa t is
fa ctory, 

No cha ngo has been made as to treatment. The weekly intra
venous injecti ons of the et hy l-esters of chalmougra oil have been 
applied as usual. Iu some of the patients, however, it has been 
necessary to stop treatment t empora rily on ' accou nt of st ro ng febri le 
reactions. Four thousand and thirty-two c.c, of the eth y l-este rs of 
ehalmougra oil were used during th e year. The intra-ven ou s ad 
ministration of the ethy l-es t ers has been s tandard ized thus : Adul ts, 
;3 c.c. weekly; .child r on below twelve years of age, 1 c.e. This intra
venous method is to-d ay routinary in Porto Rico as the in t r a-musc ular 
lI1 etho~l has bceri ent ir ely disca rded. 

In spite of th e .effor ts of the Depa rtment to have the lI C\Y lcpro
sariuru now under const ruc ti on in T'rujillo Alto fini sh ed .. in or der 
to transfer the inmates fro m the old L eper Colony at Cabr as Isl(111d, 
still the new hospit al has no t been de live re d by th e con tractors-, 
Although th e build ings and dependen cies a rc p r actically com plete d , 
th e se werage system which is st ill under const ruct ion has h iudcrod 
us fr om tra ns fer r-ing the pa tients. The necessary npp rop riatiouhus 
been in cluded ill t he h , <1 ;::<'1 for this fiscal year and it is {)XIW<.: (cd 
th at t he Il P \\, h() ~,p ihd w ill l.e op t-ned a t t he ' b eg i ll n in~ o f :the year 
102(), 

W IIO Oj' I :"G (;t)\ :C H 

A u ('IJ !demic outlu-enk of whoop in g' cou gh was registurcd durin g 
t lie year in Barceloueln, 2-4-,') ea;.:p, ha l' ing' been rep ort ed and only 
OIW dell!! l' c ' IT ;stl~ l'C'tl I:rOill 1his d isea<'·. Ou tbreaks of less impor
ta nc« II :e ; ' I~ re g istered th ro ughn ut t lw IS1<III <1, as up pcurs f \'()111 the 
morh idi tv sta ti s li cs, lilt hoi';;! 1, i ll i'l1t" t . t hc n u mber of caxcs r egi st ered 
HIl ' : uot report ed must ha ve h CP !1 111\ [('1 1 larger, TOl ' t ho tota l n umber 
0'1' <1 1'at!!s ,'a11':('t1 hy \\'h()( ~ ! )i lH; ( ough i ll il,,' I slan d d ur ing thi s yea r 
is 1:"!1 ;,s aga i ilst :\:""; Ih; ' ~ ' ( ' ; I i' l.ef'ore. 

'l ' l.c Burea u of 'l'ru us mixiblc l)i:-,eH SC\S lias Spe(' illlly trni no.l (WI'

sonno l fo r th e work 01' immuuiza t.iou ag a ins t co nu n u u icnble disl ~ ascs 
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and this personnel has been very active during th e year as may be 
."('\,n hy th e number of vaccinations effec ted: 

Vm-cinn t ion a aga in st smallpox 44,041 

Vucciun t ions against typhoid f"Vl'r___ __________ _____ _ D,730 

V ucciuut iou s against d ip ht h(,ri a_ ___ ___ ___ ______ ______ 3, !)03 

Aut.i-Rnbir treatments !) 

(~ TTAR .\N1 '~NE HOSPI'l'AfJ 

During th e pa st year many changes have tak en place ill the 
Quarantine Ho spital and we have been su ccessful in transforming 
this place, once so unpopular because of it s inadequate equipment 
and unpleasant su r roundings, into an attractive and inviting insti
tution, 

The Quarantine Hospital fa ces the Bay of San Juan, Several 
pavilions provide aceomodations for th e forty patients and beautiful 
gardens surround th e institution , Ther e a rc also private wards, a . 
clinic, an operating room and th e administration building where the 
offices and nurses ' quarter s are located . 

Improvements are being made con tinual ly in thi s most important 
hospital and du e to th e activity of the staff and th eir unstinted 
interest in the work, th er e is reason to believe that the Quarantine 
hospital is a credit to th e Departmen t. of H ealth. 

A to tal of 198 patients suffer ing from tran smissible dis eases was 
treated in this hospital during th e fiscal year 1924-1025 as ma y be 
seen by th e foll owing chart : 

Patients romuiuing on .Iune 30, 1024 17� 

Adtuit.ted during th e ycur, 181� 

Total 198 

PA TI ENTS 1l1 SCHAIW~:D
 

CUrl" ! 150� 

Deaths 11� 

T runsfcrrcd , _______________________ ______ 6� 

Immunized a ga ins t ru bi os r: 2� 

Impl'on·<1 __________ _ !I� 

Not i m pro\·cd _____ _ _ ;,� 

'rota L 183 

Helllaillillg 0 11 June 30, 192;, _______ ____ _____ __ ___ ______ Hi 
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DIAGNOSIS or THE CASES T REATED 

Typhoid f ever ___ _ ~!l 

Diphtherin________ _ __ ~7 

~iea sles___ _ ______________ _ _ _ ______ ___ _ _ _ ________ ___ _ _ _ 6~ 

Leprosy ( f'or s t udy a nd obse rvn t ion ) ]2 
'I'ubercul osis ( fo r s tudy) 7 
Whoopiug cough 6 
}fala ria _ 3 
Syphilis ___________________ ___________ ___ ______ ___ " 
Chicken pox ._____ _____________________ ___________ !) 

1 

Fralllbes ia___ _______ _ _ 1 
Scpt iecm ia _______ __ _ ___ 2 

Influen za 5 

PI'I"SOUS bitten bv suaplc ious iliad uo/{s__ ____ _____ __ ___ __ 3 
~Iyeeto ula 

Mening! t is , ___________________________________________ 1 
H erpes __ __ I 
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'r ota L __ _____ ___ ____ ______ ___________ ____ _ 198 




