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IIIS presid ential address at the inaugural sess ion of th e Ameri


ca n Public Health Association in un :~ Ste phe n Smith spo ke of 
th e inh erent attraction or san it ary science for men of abili ty and 

public sp ir it: " T he field of lab or up on wh ich we enter is most in
viting t.o the stude nt of soc ial science and to th e philanthropi st, for 
it embraces the high est interes ts of man and of human socie ty ." At 
the t ime, t.he express ion was one more of hope t han of fact, for public 
heal th had scarcely th e rank of a profession anywhe re , and it s voice 
in government was cor respo nd inglv sma ll. Of subseq uent accom 
plishmen ts suffice it t o say tha t with eac h decade, and followin g 
closely upon sc ien t ific progress , th e profession of public heal th has 
ga ined in t he q uality of its adherents , in dignity, and in influ ence. 

Apart fro m it s intrinsic impor lance th e ve rv breadth of th e sub 
ject demands t he atten t ion of a d iversified gro up of sc ien t ists and 
professional workers . Kn owled ge mu st be gurne red from the basic 
sc iences of biology, chc mist rv , ma t.hema tics , and physics, and from 
medicin e, engi nee ring, and sociology . From th e sc ienti fic angle pub
lic health is so mething of a mosai c. 'Vorkl'r s are uni ted , not so mu ch 
by ed uca tiona l OJ' professional huckgr ouud , as b,\, co mmo n inter est 
and purpose. 

R eeogni tion of the impor tanee and diversity of th e field ha s led to 
th e forma tion of t he Puerto Ri co Public H ealth Associa t ion. F or th e 
first time ph ysicians, engineers, dentists, nurses, labora tory workers, 
soc ial wor kers, and informe d laymen may speak fr om a common 
forum . 

Phen omen al progress ha s been made during th e pa st few years in 
public health in Puerto Rico, bu t the handicaps, economic and ot her, 
are seve re, an d mu ch rem ain s to be accomplished . Subs t an t ial re
duction in morbidi ty and mortali ty from dysentery , tubercul osis, 
and malari a , t o men tion the grea test hea lt h probl em s, is cer ta inly 
possibl e. Complete erad icat ion of these d iseases would mean an 
addition of pe rhaps t en ye ars t o the expectat ion of life a t birth. It 
would mean , al so, an a pprec iab le rise in th e econo mic stat us of th e 
Island, since th ese diseases cont rib ute mater ially to un employment 
and orp hanage as well as t o direct cos ts of medi cal care . 'Vha t it 
would mean in terms of human happiness ca nno t be assessed even 
in such gc nc rul ter ms. 
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It is sca rce lv necessarv to emphasize the potentialities of the 
Associa ti on as an educational force for its own me mbe rs . As at 
present cons ti t uted. full membership will bring each m onth the 
J ournal oj the American Public Ileoltli Association, The main feature 
of the annual mectings will be th e sc ientific sess ions a t which or iginal 
contribut ions and reviews sho uld be of greates t value to all. 

In resp ect to ed uca t ion the organizat ion of t he Association is 
espec ially timelv . In recent years the Insul ar Depm-tmcnt of H eal th 
has great ly expa nded its serv ices . The need for train ed personnel 
has been much greater tha n the supply . Much will be acc omplished 
by the D ep artmen t of Public H eal th recently esta blished in the 
School of Tropical Med icine , bu t it is obv ious that it will he a num
ber of years before a large propor tion of public health work ers will 
have received spec ia l training . The meetings of the Associa tion, in 
add it ion to bein g a direct source of kn owledge, should offer oppo r
tu nity for useful excha nge of ideas and experiences. 

In his essay on " T he Educat ional Valu c of th e l\Tedical Society," 
Osler t ouch es upon one of th e imp onderables : " T he first and in some 
resp ects the most importan t fun ction is . , , to lay a foundation 
for that uni ty and friendship which is essential to the dignity and 
usefulness of th e profession. U n ity and Fri endship," 

The Associa tion is fortunate bey ond measure ill having as its 
first officers and directors men and women of proven ca pac ity in 
scie nce and ad minist ra t ion. Theil' selection tes t ifies to the sound 
judgment of t he members and augurs well for th e fu ture. 


