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IN THODUcr:ON 

I
x l!):~(j lh e Puerto Rico Heconstruction Administration in
augurated its sugar rehabilitation program with the purchase 
of Cen tr a l Lafnvet.te, an nbsou tee-owncd sugar cane plantation 

and mill situated on th e south easte rn coas t of Puerto Hico . 
F or the operation of th e Centrul , th e P .H.H.A. sponsored th e or

ganiza t ion of one industrial and twelve land coope ra t ives. Each of 
th e land coope ra t ives occupies an area of less than 500 acres, pur
suan t to the pr ovisi ons of the Joint Hesolution approved by the U . S. 
Congress 011 .lU ay 1, 1BOO, which limits the possession of land by 
corporations to a maximum of 500 acr es. 

The land is cultivuted by th e members of th e cooperat ives who 
employ hired labor when neccssury. The members of th e coopera
tives, howev er, receiv e wages as ordinary workers; th eir share in th e 
profits of the cooperat ives , if any, is accuruulatcrl as a reserve fund 
to be distributed eve nt ually in proportion to the time worked by 
each one of th em. Thus, th e workers are, and for many years will 
be, only nominal owners of the land . T o be a member of a land 
coo pera t ive th e applicant must be a subsistence hom esteader within 
th e P.H.H.A. resettlement program. The industrial cooperative, 
which opera tes th e mill, is composed of the land coopera t ives, their 
members, and of ind ep endent colo/los, farmers, who grind th eir sugar 
in th e mill at Lafayette. M embership in the industrial coopera t ive, 
however, is not comp ulsory for th e ind ependent colonos. The pur
chase of the Central was an exp erimental step toward retrieval of 
land from the large landhold ers for its distribution eithe r directly or 
through cooperat ives to trained agricultural workers. 

In order to ascertain th e health and soc io-eco no mic cond it ions of 
the peopl e living within th e limits of th e Central, a sur vey of the 
area was carried out by th e Health Division of th e P .H.It-A. in H):W.l 

The aim was to lise the findings of th e survev as a possible ind ex of 
cond it ions in th e rural areas in which the main source of income is 
th e sugar cane industry, and to obtain data which might serve as a 
ba sis for comparison with future surve vs . 

O!l.Il';CTIVI·;S OF / '11/0;8/·;;\"1' sum ' /,; !" 

Th« present survcv was undertaken with th e purpose of ascer
luining th e cond it ions prevailing in the surveyed area after nearly 
f01l1' years 0(' operation of th e Ccnt.rul as a governllwut-sponsored 
coopcru tive c-ntc-rprisc, l.o compare such conditions with those exi st
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ing in 19:Hi, and to record th e new acti vi ties or changes wh ich may 
have taken place since the previ ou s survey . 

It sho u ld be made clear that it is not intended here to a na lyz e, 
judge or eva lua te th e business orga n iza.Lion of the Ce n tra l as such, 
but merely t o present the exis ti ng cond it ions in so far as thev ma v 
aHect, in one way or t he othe r, th e living standards of t he peop le 
wh o live within the limits of t he Ce n t ral . 

1'Il () CEJ) URl~ 

The information for this st udy was gathe re d hy a number' of 
enumera to rs wh o ca n vassed eve ry hou se in the surve yed a rea and 
worked under t he supervision of a trained soc ia l worker, The sa me 
investigu tion sheet of t he 19:Hi survey was used to co llec t t he in for
mation. Sinc e three medical d isp en saries an d a m od ern hospital 
have been fun ctioning in the survey ed a re a during t he last two or 
t hree y ears, no sa n ita ry insp ector s or nurses were employed, because 
it was assume d that m ost of t he in formati on regarding the health 
cond it ions of the populati on cou ld be obtaine d 1'1'0111 the records of 
the di spen saries and hospi tal. 

Two supplemen t ary sheets wer e prepared to co llect t he data deal
ing with the illn esses of the popula ti on and with the di sp en sary a nd 
hospital se rvices offere d to the fa m ilies . The en ume ra tors ask ed th e 
families wh ether members had been sick during the las t twelve 
m onths and if they had received any service from the di sp en saries 
01' fr om a ny hospital. The information recei ved was then checke d in 
th e records of the resp ec tive di sp en sary or hospi tal. 

Other information used in this rep ort wa s ob ta ined Irom th e rec
ords of t he ./1 socuici/ni A zu carera Co ope ru iioa Laf ayette, (wh ich is 
the officia l name of the mill coope rative), the Co m m unity Centers 
Section, the Hura l Sa ni ta t ion and H ealth Sect ion a nd the Cent ra l 
Office of the P.lLH.A. and t hro ug h quest ionnaires, letters a nd per
so nal interviews with offic ia ls and em ployees of the P.H .H .A. and 
th e Asociacion Azucarera Coope rativa L af ayette, including th e 
medi cal director a nd t he soc ia l worker of Lafayette's hospital. 

lI/~ :l rTII CON D/ T J()NS 

C II AN G E S 1:--' I'O I' ULAT IO " . The firs t. ehange of importunce hrou gh t 
ou t by t he presen t invcst .ignl.ion is a cons idcruh lc increase ill th e 
number or families living' in th e SUI'v('J'ed urou , which is the sumo as 
that: covered by th e l!l :W su rvey . A tolal of RHO Iumil ics with 4 ,.HlO 

m embe-rs was t he n investigated , wh er eas in the presen t survey 1,101 

Iumilics wi th :5,!)1 1 members ha ve been canvassed . Thus th e relative 
increase in th e number of families is ~R .O% and : H.:~% in th e number 
of members. This increase in popu lation a nd the limita tions in 
product.iou im posed h.v th e Fed eral regulation s under th e s nga r 
prod ucl.ion progra m ha ve exerc ised a very defini tc and harmful 
in flue nce on th e ge nera l living cond itio ns exist ing in La fayette Cen

t ra l tod uv. 
'the increase h as been p arLi culu rl v s ign ifican t in th e colonies lo

cated in Arroy o (G1.8% in the number of famili es and 70.0% in the 
nu mber of members) and P atillas (ij(LO% in th e n umbe r of families 
and GG.7% in th e number of members) . In th e co loni as located in the 
lllunicipality of l\Taunabo (Bordeluise and Garonne) , th er e ha s 
been a decrease of 1D,..\, % in the nu mber of famil ies and of 17.1 % in 
the number of members in families . The a ve rage number of person s 
pel' family is 5 .4; in 19 ~W it wa s ,1.1. The increa se in the average size 
of the fa m ilies wa s observed in all co lon ias, excep t in co lon ia Ga ro nne 
in which th ere is a slight decrease (from 5.0 t o 4,0 ) and in co lon ia 
Lafayette (G.4 to G.2) which is m ostly populated by em ployees' 

fam ilies , Cf able 1.) 

TABLE 1 
N rnnb er (~ f Famili es and M embere in Fauiilics, by Colonies , 19.10 and l D3G, 

and P el' Cent (d Changc 

.\1'lIIi"i/l ulil!l and Colonia 

N llmber offu milie.y .\1embers in f ami lies 

11)\0 1 1):]1; 
% of 

,,!tallye 
11)10 11):](j « « 

r1l11 llye 

. \ J.1. l'O I.O :\J.\S 1,10/ 860 2S . 0 s.uu 4,400 :14 .:3 

.\ Il HO YO 

Lafnvct te 
l'aln ;a s Cua tro Ca lles 
Enriq uetu-Coneor d ia 

·1:37 
(;;; 

2S7 
85 

270 
G!) 

lOS 
ll3 

lil .8 
-.; .8 
1(;;; . 7 
- S . 6 

2,:38·1 
40 G 

I ,,; 12· 
46(; 

I ,:l!);; 
·1-10 
;j(l'l 
4;; :1 

70 . ll 
- 7 .7 
20 1 .2 

2 . ll 

P .\TI L J.\ S 

Fclicita 
Ca talin a 
P rn v idenc-iu 

:lnO 
2 1;;

17 
1,;8 

2.50 
S(; 
;';;'j 

lOll 

sn.o 
t s o . 0 

- lm . 1 
·1.; . 0 

2,0(;2 
1,218 

8 4 
7liO 

1,'?:17 
·Ili l 
2lill 
507 

GG . 7 
IGI . 2 

- OS .S 
·Hl . ll 

~ 1. \ t" :'\ .\B O 

Borddaise 
( ~ a ro nne 

27 ' ~ 

I:m 
1:1.; 

:110 
18:1 
1.;7 

- l ll .·1 
- 'l l . O 
- 11. 0 

I. l li;;
HOli 
uin 

1,7(jH 
llHS 
780 

- 17. 1 
- IS .-I 
- I.L ,j 
-

From th e records of th e previou s survcy ' it was possible for us t o 
det l'l'Illin l' th e famili es livin g in Lnfnvct.tc in W :Hi, th e new Ia ruilics 
forlll ed in th e in tvrval belwl'l'1I th e two surve ys alllong th e Iornu-r 
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residcn ts, and the famili es that ca me into t he area after the first 
survey was carr ied 0 ·1I t. 

Of th e total number of families (1, 101) 524 01' 47 .()% are old fam
ilies that in 19:Hj were residing in the sur veyed area , mos t of them 
(74%) in t he sa me co lonia where they were in vestigated in l!HO; 
577 or 52.4% of the tot al are new famil ies tha t a rrived in the sur
veyed area a fter the Lafayette Cent ra l and cer ta in sug ar lands wer e 
acquired by the Lafayette Coo perat ives and, therefore, were not 
included in the 10:16 s ur vey . ~vros t of the latter (84.2%) are from t he 
sa me municipality in which t he colonia wh er e they resid e is located; 
!)l families (15.8 %) are new famil ies co ming from municipalities 
ot he r than Arroy o, Muunabo and P at.illas. In t he colonias located in 
the municipality of Arroyo, t he percen tages of old a nd new families 
are 46.0 and 54 .0 respectively ; in t hose located in P atillas :W.2 and 
no.s respectively , a nd in l\Iaunabo, where no increase of pop ula tio n 
was register ed , more than three fifths (62. 0%) of the families are old 
residen ts of the a rea and nearl y two fifths (:18 .0) are new families. 
The 524 old families investigated in 1!)40 represent 60.0% of the 
families in vestigated in 19 :~6 (860) . 

The high est prop ortions of new families com ing into the surveyed 
area are register ed in colonias Palmus Cuat ro Call es of Arrovo 
(.5fU .i%), and Ca ta lina (52 .9%) and F clicita (70.7%) of Pntillas: th e 
high est proportion of new fa mil ies co ming from othe r municipali tie s 
ou ts ide of Arroy o, P a t illas and M uu nabo is sho wn by colon ias 
Lafayette (5:3.8%), Enriqueta-Con cordia ( :~ :~ .3%) and Palmas Cua
tro Calles (17.0%). Therefore, the highest number of new fa mil ies 
is established in th e co lon ias located in the m unicipa lity of Arroyo, 
close to the Lafayette mill. 

I t is t o be underst ood th at the Ce n t ra l is not organized in co lonius 
as in 1O:H) ; the present orgnn izution is based on t he land cooperatives 
and in seve ra l land areas still controlled by the P.R.H.A. for p asture 
and for ex pe rimental purposes. Besides, t here a re ahout 1,000 cuer

das" of land which h a ve been a llotted for farms teads a nd ce n tral 
serv ice farms. F or t he comparisons give n above, t herefore, we have 
all ocated , as far as possible, the various coo pe ra ti vcs and se ttle
ments wit hin t he boundari es of t he old colonias in the resp ective 
mun icipali ties. In fact, most of the coo perat ives were org anized in 
the places where the co lonias existed and hear t he same name of th e 
colonias . 

* A cuerda is O.!l74 of a ll a cre. 
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As in the previous survey , the sit e of the sug ar mill and the terri 
t ory su rro und ing it , wh ere most of th e employees liv e, has been con
side red as a separa te unit for the purpose of this investigation. 

Am: DISTHI B UT IO X. Co mpar ing the age d istribution of the popula
tion in W40 and 19 ~1(), it is noticed tha t t he H)40 popula ti on is some
what yo unger: t he percentages of peopl e under] 0 yea rs of age both 
in th e whi t e and in t he colored race a rc high er t ha n in 10:36 ; from 
10 t o 24 years ther e a re relatively less persons in 1940 th an in 10:Hj, 
but in t he age gro up 25-:34 years the re arc about :3% mor e persons 
in 1940 t han in 10:W. The ot he r diff er en ces a rc not very sign ifican t. 

(See T able 2 .) 

T A B L E 2 
Pcrcenuuje Distrib ution I~f	 the Populai ion Ln the Su rrey Area, by A ge and 

Color, 1!J,W aru!U)3(j · 

Total Wh ite Colored 
Age 

1!J 40 19 3(j J !J 40 193(j 1 !J 40 J !J3(j 

ALL AUJo;S 100 .0 lOO.0 100.0 100 .0 100 .0 100. 0 

Under 1 yea r 
1- 4 years 
;3 H " 

10- H " 
15- 24 " 
26 -Sc~ " 
:35-44 " 
4;3 :34 " 
65-H4 " 
6.';years and over 

4.1 
I :L 7 
15 .0 
11 .2 
20 .8 
1:3. 7 
10 .4 
o.,t 
2 .5 
2.2 

s. !> 
12 .8 
1:3. 7 
12. !) 
22 . (j 
10 .0 
10 . !l 

7 .0 
:3.:3 
1 .8 

4.2 
12 .6 
14.0 
11 .0 
21 .0 
14. 4 
10 .8 

0 .0 
:3.1 
2.4 

:L8 
11 . 0 
1:3 .2 
12 . :1 
22 .;) 
11. 8 
11 . :3 
7.tj 
:U ) 
2 . 0 

4 .0 
H.() 

15.!l 
11. 4 
20 .0 
1:3.1 
10 .1 

0 .3 
2 . 1 
I. !> 

S .H 
1:1.8 
i r .t 
rs.:3 
22 .7 
10 .2 
10. 7 
0. :3 
:1. 1 
1. 7 

COLO R A :\'J) SEX . As was the case in 10:36, t he re is a higher p ro
portion (54 . :~%) of co lored peopl e in t he t otal population surveyed . 
H owever, the percentage of whi t e person s has increased in 1040 
(45.7 as aga ins t 43.8 in H):Hi) whi ch prob ably is due to the fact that 
t he re was a high er prop ortion of wh ite person s in the newl y arrived 

families. 
There are m ore males than females both a mo ng the whit e and 

among the co lored peopl e in 1040 as in 19:36, and the prop ortion of 
the sexes happens t.o b e exa ctly the sa me (51.1% males a nd 48.017cJ 
females) in both years . 

LEXGT II O F R I~STDI·:XCE . Informa tion was obtained from ever ." 
family as t o the length of resid en ce in the house a nd in the co nuu u
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nitv . B~! " communitv" was understood th e municipality in which 
the family resid ed . Taking into account that a large number of 
famili es had com e to the surveye d area during th e last two OJ' three 
years, the length of residence in both hou se and com m unity was 
tabulated for sing le ycnrs lip t o four, and th en in one group from 
five vcars lip. Consid ering th e total number of families, .5(LO% of 
them had resid ed for one year or under in the houses where in
vestigu ted; 16.4% said th a t th ev had resid ed ill the house for two 
years ; 3 .8% for three years and 17.4 % had bee II residing in th e sa me 
house for five ye ars or ove r . This sho ws the great shift in house 
occ upancy tha t ha s taken place during the last three years, since 
mo re than t hree fourths (7(U)%) of the famili es had been residing 
in the hou se where t hey were inves tigated 1'01' on ly three years or 
less. As to the rescttlers' famili es,* nearly four fifth s of th em (7!},4%) 
had been residing in the house for only one year 0 1' less ; 17.:3% for 
two ye ars; and less than 1% for three ye ars . \Ve find more 0 1' less 
the same sit uat ion in the case of th e bafel/laborer s' families, of whom 
ncurlv t wo thirds (64.0%) had resid ed in the same house for one 
year 0 1' under, about one fourth (24%) for two yea rs , and 0.:3% for 
three years. This is in agreement with the cons truc tion program for 
reset.tlers' and batey laborers' houses which was started in ]9:37 and 
con tin ued during 1!):38 and 1n:m. 

Contrariwise, in the squa tters' houses, which are th e old type 
houses, ab out one half of the families (4.5.:3%) had resid ed in the 
same house for five years or ove r at the tim e of th e inves tigation . 
H owev er , the percentage of families living in th e same house for one 
year 0 1' under (24.5%) is too high and indicates that a large number 
of vacant houses of the old tvpe have been occupied by new families 
during th e veurs 19:38and 19:W. 

As to th e length of resid ence in the community, th e information 
gat hered sho ws that the vas t mujoritv of the families have been 
formed , 0 1' a t least have resid ed in the place for a large number of 
years. M ore than seven tenths of th em (71%) ha ve been residing in 
the com munity for a peri od of five years or ove r wherea s th e per 
centage of famil ies who reported a length of residence in the com mu
nity of four years 0 1' less is 26.1. M ore than three fifth s (62 .5%) of 
the rescttl ers' families have been living in the comm unity for five 
ye ars or ove r, 24 .6% for one year or less, and 7.H for two years. F our 

• For th e defi n itio n of reset t lcr s. bu tey (pro nounced bah-lay ') lab orers , sq ua t tcrs a nd em
ployees. see pages 574 - 576. 
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fifth s (79.1%) of th e batey laborers ' families have liv ed in the c on~

munitv for five vea l'S or more, !) .: ~% for one year or less, and 4.4 % 
for tw;) Years. Am ong the squatters' fam ilies we find also that nearly 
four fifths (79.8%) had resid ed in the commun ity for five years or 
ov er , 8.0 % for one vear or under, and :3 .0% for two years. (See 

T abl e :L) 

TAm,]., :~ 

Lcnqih. of Residence of Fa milies, by Econom ic CL(l.~.~i.fica i ion-l)e r Cent 

Place of Residence 
J.el/ylh of R esid ence 

By 
EemlO1I/ ie Glll.v.vUiclIlio/l Total 

I yellI' 

or under 
eyellr.v s yellrs ." Ilelll's 

Dyellr" 
&orer 

x« 
specified 

;;6 .0 
}.; . ,I 

1(j . ·1 
s . i> 

s .e 
2 . (; 

s. 2 
2.H 

17 .·1 
71.2 

:3.3 
2 .7 

TOT.\!. ".U II I, IEg 

In House 
I n Com munity 

100.0 
lOO. O 

Il E S ETTL F.HS 
In House 
In Commu nity 

100 .0 
100 .0 

'i !) . ~ 

2-U; 
17 . :1 

7 .6 
0 .6 
0 .2 

-
1.0 

-
62. '; 

2 .7 
:1.2 · 

LAIlORt; IlS 

In House 
In Communi ty 

100 .0 
100 .0 

(i·I . II 
n.s 

21.0 
·1. ·1 

u.s 
3. 1 

O.ll 
1. 8 

-
7H. l 

O.ll 
2.2 

SQ U,\ITEilS 

In House 
In Community 

100 .0 
lOO.O 

21..'; 
8 . 0 

JI .O 
:1. 0 

nt 
s .0 

7 .H 
3 .4 

4,; . :1 
7ll.8 

~'i . :, 
2 .11 

E~ tP I.OYEES 

In H ouse 
ln Community 

lfJO. O 
100 .0 

18 .!) 
H.7 

J2 . 2 
5 . ·1 

16 . 2 
14 .11 

10 . 8 
H.7 

36 ..3 
64 .11 

,3.4 
1 .'1 

F OIUm H. It ESlU EXCE OF F .UIILms. The figures ab ove seem t o in
dicate t hat the mnj ori tv of the newly arrived famili es have been 
of the resettlers' cla ss, and to clarify the point we analyzed the former 
resid ence of t he famil ies as appearing in the investigati on shee ts . 
'Ve find that :347of the families were from Arroyo, :3!)2 from Patillas, 
259 from M au nabo and 91 from ot he r pla ces (30 fr om Gu ayam a, 
12 from Yabucoa, 7 fr om Salinas and 42 fr om all other places ). 
Therefore, 998 families or 90.6 % of those who s ta ted the ir forme r 
residence arc from one or another of the three municipalities in 
wh ich Lafayette is situate d, and on ly 8.3% are fr om othe r pla ces, 
mostly fr om neighboring towns. 

In the resettlers' famil ies only twelve arc from outside of the 
municipalities in which Lafayette is located. 

T ilE n O USES. The improvenwnt in the housin g facilit ies in the 
surveyed art-a ha s been very significant since ]!):W. All the bohios, 



,;;; (j Jl ealtk aud Socio-l ;COlIOIIIic St lidics i ll P uerlo Hico 

whi ch made up ncarlv 1O~ of th e total number of houses in the sur
v eycd area in 19:Hi, have disappeared , as well as mo st of th e s ma ll 
and flim sy woode-n houses. These have been replaced with nearly 
500 hurr-icane-proof conc rete houses for rescttlers a nd 225 wood en 
houses for th e ha tcv laborers. 

The houses for the rcsc ttlers are built within sma ll pl ot s of land 
of a little mor e than an acre whi ch are cult iva ted h,\' th e resettlcrs as 
subsis te nce farm s. F or both hou se and land th ey pay a low monthly 
rent according to a lea se co n t rac t , wh er eb y it is provided that if the 
rescttl cr pays suc h rent Ior a nutnhcr of vc urs ($'2.00 pel' month 
during the first yea r and $~L O () pel' month during the successive 
y ears for 11 peri od of 25 yea rs ) he acquires th e property of the hou se 
and farm. 

Therefore, there are a t present four t,\'I)('S of hou ses in th c survey 
area : 

1. The houses for th e rcsctt lers which consist of a living and dinin g room 
both in one compartment of ~) ' 72 " x IH' 7 ": two bedrooms of !l' :~ 72 " x !)'V72" 
each, and a kitchen of ,j'7" x ;; ' 2" . Th e int erior partit ions are const ructed 
of wood and the floor consists of a course of ta mped earth and anoth er 
COlII'se of pressed stone (j " thick with a top finish of %" cement mortar. The 
floor is mad e ratproof by means of outs ide concrete walls which penet rate 
th e ground at a depth not less th an 2' . Th e roof consists of an inclined con
tinuous reinforced concrete slab ·1" thi ck. Th e roof and walls of th e kitchen 
arc const ructed of corr ugated galvanized iron and th e floor of cement in th e 
same way as th at of th e ma in house. The latrine is of th e pit typ e and is 
made mosqu ito and Ilyproof'. Th e average cost is ,· HQ 8. ;j :~ per house. 

'2. Laborers' houses with no land , hut built in lots largc enough to permit 
th e dweller to rai se a few vegetables. fl owers. etc. These a rc frame houses 
roofed with galva nized iron and are const ructed in gl'Oups formin g small 
villages, commonly called bat cycs. Th ey have the same accomm odation as 
th e rcscttlers' houses: a living and dining room. two bedr ooms. a kit chen 
and a sanitary latrin e. The average cost per house is $;jH:U Hl. 

:~ . Whut we conventionally ca ll squatters' houses, because most of them 
arc old houses helonging t.o t he families who live in them. Since th e house 
const ruct ion progra m is st ill in progress, the se houses will cveut.uully dis
appear Irorn th e area. 

4. Th e employees' houses. some belonging to the coopera t ives and some 
to th e I'.H .H. :\ .. which arc ceded free of charge to the employees. 

Size (~r H ouses. 'Vh ile in 1n:w noarlv tllI'('( ' fift hs of Lhc houses 
(58 .00/0) had Irom 100 to 2!Hl sq ua re f(·(·t of floor area, inl !l40 more 
than two thirds (!HLH(:!a) of th e houses are of 400- i)!)!} square fed of 
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floor un-a. All the houses 1'01' rcscttlers and laborers have 400 sq ua re 
feet of floor area . The hou ses of less than 400 sq ua re feet of floor 
area have dropped to only 27. :~% of th e total and this proportion is 
lx-ing reduced evc rv du v hv the co ns t ruction of hou ses of a larger 

s ize . (See Tahle 4.) 

T .\lILE ·1 
Size c~f H ouses 

P er CeltI of llous es 

S i:« of H ouses 
T olal Itrsetller» l .ahorer.• Squallior s Jo:ml'/o!lee.Y 

TO T .\ L lOO .O -1:1. 1 \10.1 ~H. 7 n . 7 

I" nd er200 sq . ft . 
20 0- :1H!) sq . ft . 
·IOO-:' H!) sq . ft. 
fiUO-7nn sq . ft . 
HUOsq. ft. a nd over 
:\01 spec ified 

B .n 
1'2.·1 
lilLS 

1. 8 
:1. s 
0 .7 

-
-

100 .0 
-
-
-

-
-

100 .0 
-
-
-

.\07 . ·1 
:l7 . li 

s .n 
·l . 1 
~ . ' ~ 
1. '2 

1 ~ . '2 

i s.u 
n . ;; 

I Ii. '2 
:17. H 

;j ..I 

R ooms per Dicelliu« . The situat ion with r esp ect t o th e l1l~mb er 
of room s per dwelling and the number of occupa nts pCI' r oom III th e 
employees' and sq ua tters' hou ses has no t va ried gn>at l,\: \)l'.cause 
practicullv all of the families investigated in these cl asses liv e in the 
sa me hou ses wh ich they occ up ied in ID:HL N evertheless. even among 
them. cond it ions mav have improved t o so me ex te n t s ince all of the 
s truw and l!ogu os huts, as well as numv of t he smalles t hou ses, have 
di sappeared fr om th e urea. \\'1' must co ns ider th er efore only the 
rcscttlcr s' and laborers' houses whi ch eac h co ns ist of two s lee p ing 
room s, one large living and dining room a nd a kitch en , In the 475 
rescttlcr s ' fami lies there are 2,7n:1 m embers and in th e 225 labor er s' 
fami lies th er e arc 1,127 members . Tl wrcfore, th e ave rage number of 
occupants per room including living r oon~ and slee ping r~om s. ~or 
these 700 fa m ilies is 1.n for the t otal , 2 .0 for t he resettler s Iam ilies 
and 1.7 for the laborers' families. The ave rage number of occ upant s 
per slee pi ng roo m is 2 .8 for th e total , 2.n for the reset.tl ers ' families 

and 2.5 for th e labor er s' famili es. 
Al th ou gh l.n person s pCI' room and 2.H person s pCI' s leep ing room 

s t ill indicu tcs a large de gn'(' of ov(·rcl'Owdiug. th e situation ha s im
prov ed since 1n:H>, whe-n th e uv er nge uuml x-r of occ upants per s le(y
inu room was :L;; . and O·U;% of Llu- famili es lived in hou ses WIth 
oulv one room with an avemge of ·L (j person s pCI' s lee p ing room . 
Als·o. sin('( ' most of the coun trv people IIS( ' the living room as a dormi



;j;jH llcc ltli and 8ocio-Fco/lomic St udies 'in Puerto R ico 

tory, and consider ing , moreover, that th e rooms in th e new hou ses 
are of a larger size, th e de gree of over cr owding is lower in l!l40. (See 
Table .1 .) 

TABLE :) 

Number qf' Occu-pant» ]IeI' Hoom. Auunu; Rcscttlcrs' aiul L aborers' Families 

Economic 
Clussifi cation 

N umber 
of 

Fa m ili e.~ 

Xu mber of R ooms TolalXo. 
of .Ifembers 
i~l Famil ies 

:ll' erage Sumber of 
Uccupants per Iloom. 

1'01111 L icinq S leepil/g 
1'01111 Sleeping 

TO TAIJ 700 2, 100 700 1,400 :1.n20 1. !) 2 .H 

Reset tlers ·n;,; 1,4'2;; ·n .; n;; o '2.i93 2 . 0 2 . 1) 
Lnh or er s 2 2 ~) 07,; 22.5 · ~ ;; o 1,1 '27 1. 7 ~2 . 5 

Furnitu re. In mnny of the houses investigated cons id era b le im
provement ha s been observed in the amount, kind and quulitv of 
the furniture and hom e access ories, as well as in the decoration, 
neatness and gen eral appearance of resettler s' and laborers' homes. 
The home demonstration work of the Community Center s ancl 
the Agricultural Exten sion Service has undoubtedly contributed t o 
this encl. In some of the hou ses, pictures, curtains, flowerpots, orna
mental plants and other decorations may be seen, in plea sant con
trast with the utter neglect of houses in the past. H owever, much is 
yet to be donc along these lines, since even among th e rescttlers' 
and laborers' houses many st ill have an unpleasant appearance and 
are poorly kept. 

On the average, the families in th e sur veyed area have 9.7 pieces 
of furniture. The resol.tlers' famili es, however, are bel ow th e average 
with only 6.7 pieces per fnmily ; in the employees ' families, th e aver
age number of pieces per family is 20.8. In some of th e workers' 
houses, refrigerators, radio sets, se wing machines and other modern 
furniture and con ve n iences were ob served. 

WATI';U S UP P LY . In some of th e new houses a water tank has been 
constructed to ob t a in ra in water for hou se co ns ump t ion; for most of 
th em, water ha s been pr ov ided by m eans of sma ll water sup p ly 
sys tems or pipe lin es cons t ruc ted hv th e P.R.H.A. The water, how
eve r, is not piped to the houses ; public fountain s have been installed 
near th e houses from which the families obtain their provision of 
water. U p to W:W t hc- P.lLH.A. ha s spent $nO,25H.75 in th(, sc water 
sup p ly svsl.eru s. Ncurlv three fil'ths (:j O.4%) of all the families are 
provided with water Irom these aquedu cts, and 10(:70 with rain 
wu lcr. mostly Iro m t.h« water Iunks . Therdon', two thirds of I he 
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Ia milies (li{U ; 10) ha ve a go od or acceptable water supp ly III com

pa ris on with ct1.1 10 in 1D:W . 
Over one fourth of the families ('l li,ct%) still co nsumes surface 

wa ter from well s, brooks and rivers, whi le in 1D:W uboul: one hall' of 
the families ohtained th eir water supplv from th ese sources. Seventy
seven famili es or 70/0 of th e t.ot.al s ta te that t hey use wu ter from the 
irrigation canals . This is in part du e t o the fad t.I~at during t.1~ e drv 
se ason whi ch some t imes lasts for months, ther e IS no water m the 
aqued:I cLs . In so me places the rea son is t.hat the irrigation cl~nals 
are near th e hou ses and no o ther water supp ly has b een provided. 

(See T abl e 6. ) 
TA BLE 0 

Source of' lVat er S upply , by Eco/lomic Clu s·~ Uicu tio ll ((( Fam il ies 

Tolal Per C/'II I I!f Familie.• 
S Ulllba !!f 

Source Fa III ilie» 
[~ III J! I0!J ('(wSq uatter»LaborersRe.•ettlersiPer Celli) 

G.72H.720 . 44:1.1100 .0TOT .\ !. 

7:1.04S . n, ~ .; . SG4. 0.;G..~Aqu ed uct n.s:3:,1 . :1i n . n 
Hi . 2 

28 .S'lG . ·\" 'e11. brook , r iver 11 . 0Q7 . 1.u10 . 2Ruin 1. :1H.710 .2G. ;;7 .0I rrigation wa te r 

DI SPOSAL OF 11Ij i\L \ l': EXCHETA. All the houses I'm' r e s et.t'~'rs and 
laborers have been provided with san it ary privies of the pit; type, 

con structed outsid e of the hou ses and m osquito and flYl:roof: 
As mu v be observed fr om Table 7, th e improvement 111 this respect 

has l)l' eI~ outstanding : in 1D:36, 4:U % of th e families (.Iid not IH~ve 
an v san itarv convenienc e whn ts ocv cr in th eir hou ses: this proportIon 
ha~ been I'e;'ueed in 1D40 to 10.4%. Only 114 , 01' :34.D% o~ ~h e SqU:lt
tel's' houses have no latrines. Thus, th e proportion of Iamilics havl~lg 
lat rines in th eir hou ses is 8:3.7% and 5. 1% have water-closet. in

stallations. 
TABL J'; 7 

JJ ispo.wl! ((f llu mun. Excrei« 

Per ( ' /'II I of [0'<1111 ilie.' 
l) isjlos{/ l l!f 

TT U If Ill {/ Evcreto 
Tolal 

Rc.•cttlcrs Lal.orcr» Sqllall"',. ['; 111 playl'l's 

'1'4l' 1'.\ I. Itlll .O \:1. 1 ~!O . •~ Q!) . 7 G. 7 

None 
'YaIcr- ck ''l·t 
Latrine 
:\01 ' l' <'('i fi" d 

10 . ~ 

.;. I 
S:; .7 
0.7 

-
-

ron. 11 
-

-
. ,j 

DB ..) 
-

:I U ) 
, ~ . n 

;; n . 1I 
I .e 

1. .\ 
5 ~ . 7 

40. ;; 
'1 . ~ 

-
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i\UTRITIO:\" . The families were as ked what food th ey ord ina ri ly 
co nsumed in the t hree daily meals and the an swers were ca ref u ll~r 
record ed an d then tabulated , grouping all th ose t hat cons umed t h'~ 
sa me kind of food in each mea l. 

Alt ho ugh in some cases t he dietary of the families may have im
proved , th e da ta 01 ta ined in the presen t survey sho w tha t th e sit ua 
t ion in this resp ect is proba bly worse t ha n in 19:HL Taking the three 
most usu al combina t ions of food for t he th ree dail y meal s we may 
sum marize th e findi ngs to compare the m with th ose obta ined i;l 
1!):36 as follows: 

FOOl) (.'O :,\f B IXO\T [ O :'\ S P"~ H (' E XT OF F .\:\Il L IES 

Breakju »! IU If) 1fJ.11; 
1. Black co[Iee, 1'1c. ·W . .J, :38 .0 
2. Co ffee wit h milk . e tc . si .n .J, O. !! 
:1 . Co ffee wit h mi lk. h rea d and b ut ter, etc . S .s 1'2. 0 

Lunch 
1. Veget nhles und codfish I !l.( i su.o 
'2. Ye/(elahles, codfish, rice-bea ns, etc . 7:3.8 .h! . '2 
:l. R ice-benn s, mea l, fish , etc . li .li 11. 8 

Din ner 
t. R ico and bea ns 7t) .7 7;') .7 
2. Ye~et a hl e s , codfish, rice-beans 7 .li :3.0 
3 . Hice-e-b eans, mea t, etc. l(i.(i 20 . :1 

From the data a bove it is obse rved th at the percentag es for co mbi
nation :{ in eac h meal , in which the more va r ied diet s are included , 
are consistently lower in 1940 and tha t in the diet s most com monlv 
tak en (combina tio ns 1 and 2) which are the cheape r and more u~
balanced diet s, t he percen ta ges are genera lly lower in 1n:w. The 
percentage for the combina t ion " rice and beans" 1'01' dinner is the 
same (7ij, 7) in both ye ars . Alth ough these families cons ume a bo ut 
nO% of th e products raised on t he farm, pa rt of wh ich cons ists of 
fresh vegetables, eggs, etc ., t he cons ump tion of cereals, mea t , fi sh , 
and othe r esse nt ial foods is ext re mely low. 

Consu mption of JIilk . M ore tha n two thirds (GH.5%) of the fam
~Ii e s in t he surveyed area consume milk as compa red with ab out 60% 
m th e 19:Hi sur vey. The aver age cons um pt ion of milk per famil v is 2.0 
pints whil e in 19:{G it was 2.3 pints. Therefore, t he per ca pit;l dailv 
consumption of milk, (O.:H-j pin t s) is slight ly below th a t record ed i;\ 
19:Hj (0.40 pints) .The h igh est aver age co nsumpt ion is found nmona th e 
families who have their own cows, with ~L8 pints pCI' fam ily per (L.v.* 

* Ave,ra~e, ~IH il~' t:on slll u ptio ~l of milk f'orul l fa mi lies is 1.8 p in ts per fa mily a nel O.'?;' p in ts 
pel' capita . I,h e .d.a d,}' pc: cnp itn consum pt iou among rcsct t lers co nsuming is O.'W pt s., a nd 
O.l!J pis" a ll fumi lics considered. Among th e bat ey la borers th e per ca pi ta consu mpt ion is 0.22 
an:1 lJ.'l'l P;:'" res pec t ive ly ; a mo lll'( the sq ua tters, O.2li un d .25, a ud amo ng t he employees, 
O. d and O . , .~. 
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A point of interest is that 149 famil ies or 1:>.5% of th e total state 
that they cons ume ca nned milk, whil e in 19:W on ly seve n families or 
less than 1% of the t otal number of families consumed can ned milk. 

(See Table 8 .) 

T ABLE 8 
Daily ConsulI/p tlon (~r J1 ilk, by Economic Cicssificatiou (~f Families 

1'olal 
Tota l 
.Ifill.- Arerayc Daily COI ISlllllp/ioli per Fa III ily (I' in/s) 

I\ il/(l oj M ilk So , oj 
Fa milies 

CO /lsllmed 
(I' i/l/s) To/al I ll ese//iers I I'S'l" ailer., I R m pl oy e~Laborers 

TO T A L 76 " 1,.J,lJ7 . ;, 'l . 0 1 . 2 1. 1 1. 2 .J, .4 

cow ' s ~l1LK 
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"OS 
lO 2 
· ~ o n 

1.1 !l:U; 
:18n.s 
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2 . :3 
:1. S 
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2 .0 
2 .R 
1. 7 

I.li 
2 .'? 
1. ;;

2. 1 
4.0 
1.7 

s.~ 

n .s 
.J, . .J, 

GOAT'S ~l1 L K 

c.vxxx n ~ II L K 

lO S 
J.I!J 

1;' ;, ." 
14S .'; 

1 ..1 
1. 0 

1. . ~ 

O.!! 
1. 4 
1.0 

I . ;, 
1.2 

1. ;, 
0 .0 

Among the rescttlers' families, 2D.:{% do not consume milk ; 2:>. 1% 
among the laborers' fam ilies; 41.0% am ong the squa tters ' famili es 
and only 4.1 % among the employees' families. 

HEAL TH A:\D ~IEDI CAL CA lm . F or the last two or th ree ye ars three 
rural medical disp ensaries have been fun ctioning in the sur veyed 
area under th e Rural San itation and H ealth Sec tion during 1n:w and 
under th e 'M edical Section and H ealth Division of the P .R.R.A. 
during the previous ye ars . On e of the dispen saries is es tab lished in 
colonia Pnlmas C uatro Calles of Arroyo, another at colon ia Fclicit a 
in Patillas and the th ird in colon ia Bordelaise of Maunab o..Judging 
from t he data available and a lso from the reaction of the people liv
ing in th e surveyed area , the services render ed to the co mmunity by 
these health centers have been of paramount impor tance. M ost of 
the families livin g within the area , and some in the neighbo rhoo d 
have availed them sel ves of th e facilities offere d by the di spensaries. 
'More than four fifths (84% ) of th e famil ies investi gated rep orted 
that they had received medi cal attention at t he p.n .R.A. dispe n
sar ies or the Lafayette H ospital, whereas only 16.0% ·r ep orted t ha t 
they had been attended by the respective municipal doctor (1:3.4%) 
or public health uni t (<2 .•5% ) . 

The municipalities of Arroyo, Patillas and Muunubo are located 
within th e zon e of the high est morbidi ty from malaria in Puerto R ico 
and the dispensaries have an en ormous task in the prevention and 
treatment of this and ot her diseases which are prevalent. 
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The three dispensaries are in charge of one physician who, in addi
t ion, a ttends tw o othe r disp ensaries, one at barrio Guardarrava of 
P a till as and another at barrio P al o Seco of )Iaunabo. Allhough the 
last two attend some cases from L afayette, t hey are no t prop erly 
within t he area. T here are a grad uate n urse and a clerk in each dis
pensary . The nurse distrib utes her t ime accord ing to a sched uled 
program of work wher eby fou rteen of the forty weekl y hours a re 
devoted t o home visits an d demonstra t ions, eight ho m's to the cli n ics, 
eleven ho urs to dressings, t a king of samples, vaccin a tions, inj ections, 
e tc ., and seven hours to the keeping of records and ge nera l office 
work. T he physician , and t he nurse, devote part of their time to 
health ed ucation work by means of public lectures and health t alk s 
to t he patient s attending the clin ics and whil e visiting th e hom es. 

The ph ysician works forty hours per week, of which he devot es one 
day , or eight working hours, t o eac h disp ensary. The time dev oted 
by the physician to eac h di sp ensary is manifestly inadequate, bu t 
cons ide ra t ion should be given to th e fact that the work of the di s
pensaries, as they are now organized , is mainly of a prev entive and 
ed ucationa l cha rac ter . Ther efore, t.hev offer medical ca re only in 
connection wit h th e work entrusted to th em , a nd because th ere is a 
pressin g need for suc h service whic h should be provid ed for , in part 
at least , bv t he Insular Govern men t and by the res pective municipal 
governments . The thera peutic work, particul arly in Arroyo an d 
Putillns , is l argel~ ' ca rried out by the Lafayette H ospi tal , but even so, 
the need of a coordi nated medica l service which would incl ude t he 
health educa tion, the pr even ti ve and the t herape utic p hases of t he 
work, is appa rent. H owever , t he im pro vement ma de along these 
lines is outsta nd ing. 

Besides the work ca rr ied out in the dispensaries , there are tw o 
san itn rv insp ectors in t he surveyed area who are in charge of st r ict ly 
preven tive work, including sa nitary insp ections, mosqui to cont rol, 
house-t o-h ouse t re at ments aga inst malaria and intestinal parasites, 
and gene ral immuniza tion work , with st ress up on smallpox and 
typhoid fever prevent ion . 

During t he year 1!) :~n th ese insp ectors worked in t he colonias sit
uu ted in Arroyo and P atillas and carried out t he following work : 
1,834 typhoid fever innocul ations and 7:39 smallpo x va ccinations ; 
:~ I0 persons were treated aga ins t malaria, 4':52 trea tmen ts wer e given , 
and to 8:~0 persons wh o were treated for intestinal parasit es, 1,501 
trea tments were ad uiinistered . Thcv sent 547 bl ood sa mples and 
1,208 sa mples of feces to t he lubora to rv, ni nd e 1,$) '24 hemoglob in 
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readings and ga ve iron sulpha te treat ments to :~ 4 5 persons. In the 
health ed ucation campaign they delivered 65!} talks on health and 
sanitation , whi ch 2,.511 persons a ttended . 

The number of clin ics held during the year in t he three dispen
saries was 14:3 to wh ich ] ,047 ne w pati en ts were admitted. The 
majority of these pati en ts were admitted to t he gene ra l cl in ic in 
wh ich gene ral, parasiti c and comm un icable diseases, no tably ma
laria cases, were seen. T he specia l clin ics have a relatively low n um
ber of patients wit h the exception of the pedi a tric cl in ics, in which 
ch ild ren up to six vea rs are attended , and the clinic for gynecologic 
and obstet ric cases . The miscellaneous cases attende d number ed 
:~,5 1 7 and the co mpensation cases, 190. Miscellan eou s cases are those 
which receive so me atten t ion in t he dispensary but arc not admitted 
to the clinic. The com pensat ion cases are industrial accide nt cases 
which are attended pursu ant t o arran gem ents with th e U . S. Em
ployees' Com pe nsation Commission through t he Finance Division 
of the I>.H.R. A. The to tal number of cases attended during th e 
ye ar in th e three disp en saries is therefore 4, !}87 . 

The physician made 145 hom e visits to the patients and the visits 
to t he hom es by the nu rses numbered 4,.'516 . The number of persons 
treated for malaria was 2,216, to which 4 ,48:~ t rea t me nts were given, 
and the n umbe r of persons treated for in testinal parasit es was 158, 
to which 25:3 treatments were given. Forty persons were t rea ted for 
syph ilis and the n um be r of luetic trea tments number ed 1.5:3 . 

The L af ayelle Hospilai. As an example of t he soc ial functions 
which manv believ e the sugar ind ust ry should pr ovide for t he be ne 
fit of its working po pulation, a modern hospi tal was constructed by 
the P .RH.A. a t a cost of $5.'5,.'550 .86. The equipme nt, va lued a t 
abou t $:35, 000. 00 , was paid for by the m ill cooperat ive which operates 
the hospital. 

The h ospi t al was planned and cons t ruc te d ha vin g the following 
need s in mind :i, (a) an eme rge ncy service for the care of industri al 
accident cases ; (b) an out-pat ien t department for ambulatory cases ; 
(c) facilities for obs tet r ical cases includ ing pre-natal clinics and 
(d) general medical and surg ical wards for men , wom en and child ren . 

The building, of mod ern sty le, is so arranged that it s bed ca pac
ity can be increased without disturbing th e administra ti ve and 
service dep urtrnen ts . On the first floor , the admin ist rative, diagnos
tic, dietary and out -pa tien t departmen ts are establishe d . T he latter 
is provided with a sepa ra te entra nce leading to the information and 
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registry clerk: a c lin ica l Iulioru torv a nd pharm ucv ope ra te in co n
j unction with th e out-pa t ien t dcp art me nt. An clcv ntor con nects 
this section with th e seco nd floor' Ior service, pa tie nts, a nd s t retche r 

'1'1 ' ,cas t's , ic exa III III IIlg 1'00 III , cme rguncv trcatmen t 1'00111, necrop sy 
1'0 0111 and x-ray di agn ostic uni t arc a lso on th e ma in Iloor . A sup ply 
receiving room a nd ge ne ra l storage are ad jacen t to the d ining 1'00111 , 

kitch en , and o ffice of the di eti tian and hou sekeep er. The laundrv is 
installed in th e northwest co rner with the power plant as a se pa ra te 
unit directly ou ts ide, The second floor consist s of two ad ul t wards 
for men and wom en : a smaller roo m for priva te pa tien ts: a ch ild re n 's 
ward ope ning to a so la rium ; a prep ara tion and labor roo m clos e to th e 
deliverv room with a crec he for four ba ssin ets, an infants ' hath and a 
milk laborator v: a nd an ai r-cond itioned ope rating suite consisting 
of foul' rooms , 

'I'hc hospi t al has a ca pacity of thirt,\'-t.wo beds, t wentv-six of which 
are for the members of the coo peratives, th e emplo:n'es a nd the 
workers and their im media te families a nd six a re for puv-pat icut s . 

The hospi t a l was opened on April lst, H):m, and dui- ing th e n ine 
months end ing D ecember :ll , 217 clinics were held of which 18!i were 
ge ne ra l clinics and :n pren atal clinics . The nu mber of new and old 
patients seen in t hes e clin ics was 5,S7n , and 3.'m pa tie n ts were hos
pitali zed . The a verage nu mber of days in hosp it al was 1:1.8 for non 
paying patients and] 2.0 for th e pay-patient s. (See Table n.) 

T .\ B L E !J 

/V ork Done at the Laf lly etle H osp ital Dnrhu; S ille .Ilolllhs 
(..IW il l sl to /Jec. 8 1, 151851)* 

t:ind (!{ /Vorl.. Tolal 
Genera l. 
Clinics 

L' renutal 
Cl in ics 

~ umbel' of clinics held 
~ e\\" pa tients admitted 
Old pati ents seen 
T ol al pat ients interviewed I", the Social 

2 17 
2,!)!)(j 
2,HH:~ 

180 
2,H!H 
2,77!J 

:n 
10 ~ 

I (H 

I • 'Yorker an cl examinccl Ly physician ;i ,H7!J ;i ,( j 7:~ 200 
I uticnl.s hospi tali zed :t j!) - -

To ta l day- pnt icnts in hospital · ~ , ! l( iH -
:\ \"l'I'ag(' n1II 11her of days ill hospital 1:1.8 

Pa y-put.icnl s hospiIali;"ecl -W -
Tolal duv-pat icnt s in hospital I!J':! - -
Average numb er or clays ill hospit al I12 .0 

• T he firs t pa l ir-ul wa s hosp itu lizr-r] Oil :\I a rc·h "n, W:Hl: Ihe ~" II,'ra l ..lillie, b, 'ga ll Oil .\ p ri l 
:lrd, w:m a lld Ihe p rell a la l d illi,'.s O il :\I a". (j , w:m. 
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Serv ices rendered hy tilt' hospital during th e nine months I'delT('d 
to ahove may J)(' S tll lt ma rized th us : :~,: ~24 Inhorn tory , : ~70 rud io
gruphic and :1 fluoroscopi c exnm ina ti ons were made. The residcn t 
phvsiciun made 47 2 visi ts to the hom es of th e pation ts : Hi,1 20 pre
sc rip t ions wer e dispensed in th e phnrmucv and 84 un l.i lc ta n ic and 
1,1'.W anti luet ic t rcu t mcn ts were give n . In the t'nl cl'gt'n ey roo III , 

Q2-1 min or ope ra t ions were performed , :1, Ofi2 dressin gs wer e made 
and 1 , :n:~ injections wer e administer ed, 

General .IIol'bidit,lj . The field workers asked the families if there 
had been persons ill a mong them during t he t welve mon ths p revi ou s 
to t he d ate of investigation , and a morbidity sheet was filled out. For 

r eac h person reported ill. l n this form, inf ormation was ob ta ined of 
I 

1,20 ,-) cases of disease, whi ch represen t a rate of 2 H,O pel' 1000 popu
lut ion investigated . The male ra te is '202 .1 and th e fema le rat e 2~W, ..} 
per 1000 population. Am ong the white population th e ra tc wa s 
200, fi and among the colored 22 0.2 pel' 1000 population. The rate 
among child ren under one year of age was 111 ,6 per 1000 for t he 
total : 106. 2 for the whi te and I Hl.S for t he colored peopl e. The 
illness rate in the 45 vcurs of age and over gro up is 248 .S pel' 1000 
popul a t ion fol' the totu l, '2:~:~ , 1 for th e white and 2!i4 ,4 for the co lored . 

The tot al illness ra te of 2 H ,O per 1000 is lower th an that recorded 
by us in th e tobacco , coffee and fruits regions" and much lower than 
that recorded h,\" Moun tin , P ennell and Flook" for th e population of 
Puerto H ico at large. There are some fa ct s whi ch sho uld he borne in 
m ind in interpn-t. ing t he d a ta g ive n in t he present study : firs t , on ly 
one illness was coun ted to each person , tha t is, if the person had been 
sick tw o 01' more tim es during th c year, he was co un te d only on ce; 
second , t he in forma ti on on illn esses was ob ta ine d directlv from t he 
fam ily and th e data was th en cheeked in t he record s of th e di s
pen surv 0 1' hospit al in wh ich th e in form un t had been a t te nded . In 
som e- cases , no record was found of such illness eit he r in th e di spcn 
SHI'y or in th e La fay ette H ospi tal, and no record wha ts oever was 
found of t he cases wh o in formed us t ha t th ev had been t re ated , 
hospit ali zed or ut.l.cnded in th e municipal hospital or h ~' th e mu
nicipal do ctor: third, t her« is th e possihilitv tha t numy person s 
suft't' r ing Irom mulnriu did fe(" suflicicu tlv well to work a nd to ca rr v 
out au ord ina ry lift" a nd W CI"( ' not co ns iderr-d h,Y th eir Iutnili cs or hy 
th l'm s(''''t'S as sick 1)( 'I'S Oll S . An indicn.tion of th is is tire high numlx-r 
of person s tn'al<'d nguin s! muluria hy tlu- rural merlicul d ispensurir-s 
l's t"lh lislwd in th e surv evod art-u .. md in th e Lafayette Hosp it al. 
2\olwithstandi ng this, th(' impl'o\'('lIlen t in th e medi cal st' I'viees nnd 
th e incn'as(' in he lIl<'dicnl fncilities otl'ered to Ill(' familit ,s ha\"(' I)('en 
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J1orbhW y f rom J!a/aria alid Jutesiinol Parasites. I n connec t ion 
with this investigation a lar ge number of blood sa m ples for malaria 
and of feces for intestinal parasites wer e co llected in the co lon ias of 
Arroyo and I'utillas . In th e case of malaria , lahorutorv results arc 
not a good index to determine the prevalen ce of the diseuse when 
the population has been exten sively cinch onized, since the plasmo
dium is not found in the blood of person s wh o have been treated 
with quinine. H owever , it is worthwhile to note that in the co lon ias 
si tuated in the municipality of Arroy o wher e important malaria 
contro l work of a permanen t cha rac te r has been currjed ou t, the 
percen ta ges of positive cases a re n'ry low , (:U i% in Lafu vet.tc, 7. '2% 
in Palmus Cuatro Ca lles, and :L'5% in Enriquet a-Con cordia ) as 
compared with the percentages record ed in Putillas, wh ere no per
marten t con trol work ha s been done. (Sec Ta hie 1'2. ) 

TABLE 12 
Laboratory S amples oj Blo od [or Mula ria Exam ined from L afa yette A rea 

F ebrua rtr:.11arch, 1939 

Colonia 

.')a11/pies Era 11/ined 

Total 
I I 

P er Cen t 
X cyat ire P osit ive P ositive 

TOTAL 1,826 1,617 20l> 11.4 

AHnOYO 88;5 S:H :31 5 .S 
Ce ntra l Lafayette 2Hl 2 11 8 3.G 
P almus 4 Calles 524 48G :m 7 .2 
Enriqu eta-Concordia B 'l l:n 5 S . ;"; 

PATILLAS !l41 78:3 158 Hi .8 
Fclicita 750 li28 122 Hi .:l 
Providenciu 1l>1 155 :Hi 18 .8 

'Vith resp ec t to th e parasitic cases th e per centage positive of any 
parasite is :H ..5 as compared with 7n ,:1 in 19:3<:;' There were 2:17 cas es 
positive 1'01' un cinaria alon e, 01' U3.1 % of th e total : :30(i cas es or l(l.!)% 
were positive for o ther parasites, and in 81 cases or 4-.5% there was a 
mix ed infestation . Therefor e, th e parasitic ind ex , as shown h)' these 
results, ha s been reduced in abou t .57.0 o/~. The method foll owed in 
th e treatment of these cases is that those found positive a re give n 
two antihe lm in thic treatments with a week's interval between treat
ments , and then re-examined ; t o those s till positive. two 11101'1' treat
mcnt.s a re ad minixtcrcd. It is ev iden t. that the inten sive treatmen t 
t.o which the population has been s ubjec ted coupled with the con-

H ealth aru! Socio -l';collomic S tud ies in P uerto Rico ;"i li!) 
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s ~nl<.: ~ i on o ~' sa n i ta ~'y privies in th e majority of th e houses are respon 
Sib le for this drop 1II the parasitic index. The percentages of positive 
cases are much lower in AITO,VO than in Putill as and it is gra t ifv ino' 

t o note that th e percentage of cases posi tive for uncinaria a ]o;le i~ 
only 1:1.1 whi ch in Arrovo ha s be en reduced t o m erelv ;). '2 ~. In 
1WH' 4(' 0 0/ f tl . . . 0 , ,~, l., ~ I~ 0 ~e cases wer e pos it ive fo r uncinaria , a nd S8 A ~ had 
a m ixed infestation . :\I01'e t han t hree-fift hs (a1.l> 10) of th e white 
person s and more than one-ha lf (5 1.1%) of t he co lore d pe rso ns in
formed li S that t hey wor e shoes regula rly, wh ich co m pa res with 
61 .7%. and 51.,'5 % white a nd co lo re d persons, rcspectivel v , wenrinz 
sh oes III W :W, so it is evide n t that th e lower ed rate of inf estation is 
not due to m ore ge nera l wearing of shoes , (See Table 1 :~. ) 

Molaria Co n trol . The outstanding health problem in Lafuv ct.te, 
~ ow as ~n ll>:Hi, is the malaria probl em . :\lost of the cases att~nd ed 
m the di spen sari es and the majority 01' t he cas es taken ca re of in the 
Lafayette H ospi tal are malaria cases. 'VIH'n the Health Division of 
the P .H .H.A. wa s organized in 19:W plans were formulated in co 
ope ra t io.n with the Engineering Division 1'01' a program of lIIala ;'ia 
co n t r.ol in t he surveyed. area: !nclud ing subsoil drainage, refilling of 
ccrt~ lfl zo nes, the use of larvicid es wh en dra inage or refilling wa s not 
~~ s.slbl e, and the removal of houses fr om malarial t o heal thful places. 
1111 S pr og~'am of ,~ork , a lt ho ugh in a so me what modifi ed form, has 
been ca rried out III part since 1 9 :~ a. During t he years 1l>38 and 
19:39 ,son~: drai~age work wa s don e in :\Iaunaho a nd t he drainage 
of I.{ lO Ni guas In Arroyo was co m ple te d . In the sa me yea r subsoil 
d,raI~ulge was don e in coopera t ives 1\0. 2, s, and 4 (Cua t ro Ca lles , 
Enriquet a and Co nco rd ia) a nd in t he p lace known as " E I P ov ul " 
wher~ $ 14:~,5.()(1. ?8 ha~e been spe n t in filling and drainage. AI ~o in 
~ he (rll<~n wl1l Ri ver, III the vicinity of AITO,VO and Guavum u, a nd 
III cer t a in othe r area s neal' by th e irrigation se rv ice offices, in which 
$60:1:W.:)] have l:een spent . In all , $2 4 1, 1.5'2.8 0 have been spe n t in 
en gmeel:Illg work for pcrmu nen t malaria co n trol during 1n:j8and 1n:)!), 

In sp ite of all these expe nd it u res, th e mul.u'ia problem has not 
been ~' et. solved in the Lafayette area and alth ou gh th e incid en ce of 
th e dISCaS(' has been reduced , gn 'a t efforts will he needed to hl'ing it. 
down to low and tolerable lev els. 

Disabled l'ersou«. During th e present s ur vey .'52 disuhk-d persons 
were found in th e famili es in vostigu tcd. These person s were cla ssified 

thus: Deaf and dumb 10 

I n sa n c or fe(·hk minded ' 1 · ~ 

Crippled I ·~ 

Blind H 

;')71llcultk arul .';ocio-}';c()// olllic S iu die« in Puerto R ico 

n uxt.vx F E HT I Ll T Y. On examining the age co m posit ion of the 
popnlation , we ob served th e high number of ch ild re n in the total 
population of th e area , which is s ugges t ive of a high fertility amon g 
wom en of mnrriugcahle age. Since it is not possible to ca lculute 
birth and death rates for such a limited a re a as Laluvctt e because 
the figures a rc not kept. sepn rn tel v in the Vit al Sta t is tics Registers, 
we have co m p u te d the ratio of ch ild re n t o wom en to measure the 
effecl i\'e fcrt i l it ~· of wom en in the surveyed a re a and to co mpare th e 
fer til it y ratio thus ob ta ine d with those regis tered in o the r ag r icul

t urul region s and in Puer to Hi co a t large, 
R atio of Children to W omen . The number of ch ild re n under five 

veurs 01' age per WOO women of murriugcuble age (15- 44 years) is 
814 for th e wh ole population in area, 7:30 for the white population 
and 892 for the colored population . The ratio for the t obacco region 

2 

is O'2l> , for the co ffee region , H!l1, and for th e fruit and But region, O()7. 
F or Puerto Hico a t large the ratio of children under five years to 
wom en 15-44 years is 616 ; for the urban zon e, 42:3, and 7:37 for the 
rural zone. The ratio of ch ild ren t o wom en in the ' Inited St a tes in 
10:W wa s :3!)1. (See Table 14 .) As mav he observed, the ratio of 
ch ild ren to women in t he Lafayette area , a t ypical sug a r cane sec
ti on , is com para b le to tha t register ed in the co ffee region of Puerto 

W co. 
T A BL E 14
 

R at io (~( Chi ldren under ;j Y ears q( Age per 1000 W omen li;-Jd Y eaTS, in
 
Surrey Area; T obacco, Cqfj'ee and. Fr u it s R eqions (P .R.) ;
 

I ' uerto R ico; and U nited S tates
 

R at io (!( children 
un dcr Ii uears 

Coun try oj' R eqion per 1000 women 
}:j- .H yea rs 

H14 
Hu H"E\' .um.\ (1!l.J,O) 

7 ~WWhite sn2Co lored 

!lIH'l'OIL\ CCO, CO FFEE .\ X D «'H UlTS HI';( ;J O XS (P .R. J!)~n) 
112!lTobacco 
H!)]

Co ffee 
!)(j7Fruits unrl nuts 

010I' U E HTO HJ ( 'O (1!l~l ;,» )
 
, ~2:1
1; rban 
7 ~~7Hural 

U X IT E!J ST .\'l'I';S ( I !l:~ ()) 

I 
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~IOHTALITY. Wo oht.ained from the Vital S ta t istics Hegister 0 1' th e 
D epartmen t 0 1' Heal th 0 1' Puerto Hico the ncccssu ry information as 
to the deaths registered from cer ta in harrios 01' t he m unicipa lit ies of 
Arroyo, Pu till us, and M uu nubo during th e ca lenda r yea rs In:H; 
through In:Hl. The barrios referred to arc th ose in which t here arc 
pr op erties 0 1' Cent ra l Laf'a vct tc , namely , Palmas, Pi tuhava , Aucones 
and Cua.tro Call es of Arroyo ; P all as, Apeudero , Cacao Baj a , Ca cao 
Alto, Bajos and Guardarraya 0 1' P atillas ; and P alo Seco, Emajugua, 
Ca lzada, Talant e and queb!'ad n Arenas of Mu una bo . Barrio Cuu tr o 
Calles of Arroyo is an urban barrio, but many per sons ,vJIO live th ere 
work in the Ccn tra l. 

From the data ob ta ined we computed general death ra tes and 
mal aria mortali ty rates based on the popula tion es t ima ted accordi ng 
to th e Ce nsuses of 1n:w and 19:15, since the figu res for th e 1!)40 Cen
sus are not av ai lable a t. t he tim e of wri ting. Th e rates are not rep re
sen tat ive for the Lafayette area propel', beca use , (1) th e," include 
parts 0 1' the barrios (in some cases t he maj or part) ou ts ide of the 
survey a rea , and (q) the population on which t hey are ba sed does not 
include the peopl e newly arr ived to the area, which as we have seen 
am ounted to :34 .:~ % from 1!lS6 t o 1!l:Hl. We pr esent t hem, however , 
t o show t ha t even so, the mortality has no t incr eased and in ma ny 
cases ha s act uallv decreased during the period in qu estion . TI ;e 
rates 1'01' th e survey a rea proper m ust be considera b lv lower . 

General J/ ortaWy . T he average genera l d eath ra te pel' 1000 popu
lation for the three mu nicipali ti es as a whole d ur ing th e four yea rs 
from I!l :W to In:)!) is qO.8 ; 1'01' th e ba rrio s in which the re a re lands 
belonging to Lafaye tte th e death ra te is 18.4 , and 2Q.n for th e rest 
of th e three municipalities. 

In Arroyo, th e dea th rate for the mu nicipul it v is Q 1.:~ pel' 1000 
popul ation , 12.8 for th e ba rrios an d 27 .2 1'01' th e res t. of the m unic
ipality . In Pa t illas, however , th e rate for th e bar rios specified ( 24 . : ~ 

pel' ] ()OO) is high er than for th c rest of the mun icipality (QO.8) . The 
rate for the mun icipal ity as a whole is 22.•5. It see ms, th erefore, that 
the mor tality si t ua tion is ve rv serious in the rura l sec tions of t his 
municipulitv. In t he mun icip ali ty of l\[a una!Jo th e a verage death 
rate for th e mun icip uli l.v as a whole during th e [ou r yea rs in qu estion 
is 1!1.H pel' 1000 popul a tion, 17.01'01' t he barri os specified and ~ 1. 1 

1'01' th e res t or th e municipal ity . (See T uh ic 1.5.) 
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TA BLE 1;') 

Death Rates (rom A /I (' allses ill the M urn cipulit ies <d' .'ft'1'0!J0 ' Pat illa s an t!
 
Jla lllla!;o, and ill the Bar rio s in u-h ich Th ere f Ire Ccn lrul !,aj'a!Jett.c
 

P ro pert ies, J!J3U- /!I SU 

-
A renuje 

de"IIi rol l' /) e" IIi ll ntc« pa /1)00 Populotion 
per lOlili:1rea 

popnlati on 
lIjJ(jUI.1(j-I!)J !J / !).II) UJ.18 / !).I' 

Q:1.2 20 . 1m.II1!1 . '.l20 .H 
lH. -1 

'1'111': T lI H lo; }o: ~1 C :\,J( ' U '.\ I.IT I £ 3 
l H.720 .!1l H. (; ];' .l.iAll Ba rri os '.l;;' I 21. 12~3 .um H22 . nR est of the :\1n nicipnlit iI' S 

i s .n22 . ,12 1. (;2 1.:1'21 . :1 .\ H I(( l YO l 12 .HL, .O1:1.(; n.s12 .H 
2(;.:1

Lafa yette Harrio s'' 2:1. 1227 . ~)so. I~7 . '2Hest 'of t he :\lllnieipali t,\' 

2;; , 7 20. 12:I . GQ':?tj IH.O 
1).\ T I L l•.\ fi 1 

~l 7 . 2 2Q . · ~21. H22 .n2 ~.:JLnfnvet te Burrios? I H. H21..1'2~ .317 . '2eo s 
I!I.{; 

Hest' of th e :\I u nieipali t,\' QI. :JQI .2[01 . 117 .G 
~ L-\ l;X.\ UO l 1!J .4Ul . I11 .·117 .!117 .0Lafa "ell e Ba rri os' 

Q~ . 4'2:1. :;18 . 017 . :121. IHest'of t he :\I unieip a lit ,\' 

1 T he whole m unicipal ity . 
, Pa lma. P it uhnva , Ancon cs, Cua t ro Ca lles. 
3 Pollos, Apead ero . Cac ao Buj o, Cacao Alto , Ba jos, Guurdarrnya . 
, Pa lo ~c['o . EllIaj agua . Ca lzada , T a lun tc, Qu ebrada Arena s. 

J/ortuf i fy f rom JI II/Ilr ia. T he average death ra te per ]00,000 pop
ula tion h om malaria in th e mu nicipalities of Arroy o, Pnt illas and 
Vluunubo is :3\l2 . 1 for the foul' vea rs from Hl :W to 1!l:W: for all the 
barri os in which th ere are pr operti es belongin g to Ce nt ral Lafuvctte 
th e ra te is :12:L2 and 44'2.4 for th e rest 0 1' t he three muuicipulities. In 
Ar royo th e raLe for the municipal it y as a whole is 481.4, for th e 
harr-ios '25-1-.-1-, and ;J;jl .'2 for th e rest of t he municipality. Con tru ri
wise, in th e mu nicip al ity of Putill as the rate for the six rural barrios 
in which there a re pr oper t ies helonging t o Ce n tra l Lafuyettc is high er 
( ;j 88. : ~ IWI' 100 ,000 popula t ion) tha n in the res t of t he municipali ty 
(4:W .O). The rate for th e m un icipality as a whole is :3 1fU; per 100 ,000 
populat ion . Thus, th e increased death ra te in th e s ix spec ified hurr ies 
of thi s mun icipnlitv is mostl v du e to a ve ry high mortality from 
mulnriu. In th e municipality or Ma llnah o th e rn tcs in general arc 
co ns i d era h l~' lowe r : I ·~ :U; for th e wh ole munieip nlitv , 1:\!l .7 1'01' t he 
fin ' l.arri os in which th er e a re Cen tra l Lafay ette pr op erties and 
1 .~ ;j .7 for t he rest of th e mun icipnlit .v. (S('(' T ahle Hi.) 

, 
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T ,\IlLE In 
D catl: Hates [rom JIafr~riain the 111/III icipoli iies '1( A rrou«, Potillas alid
 

Jla u;w!}(), and '111 the B arri os 1'1/ Which There Arc Central
 
j_,~ ra !f ett e Properties, J!lSU-J !lS!J
 

A rw 

A I'Cffll/ c 
Deatk Rail' 

P cr 100,000 
P op ulntinn 

Deuth l lulc« per 100,000 
I 'opulotion 

I V36- /fi J!/ 19JII 19.38 
- - -

:11;7 .:1 
21H. 'l 
·17.L O 
;;:1;; . I 
2 1 · ~ . · 1 

7.51; . I 
~ fW .!l 

,') 2] .7 
·1;; (; . .~ 

1 'l 7 .~ 

I J;; . I 
HI . !l 

t tir : 
-- 

;; 0 1 . I 
3fJP. (; 
;;S ! . fl 
5 2~ . ;; 

s i».0 
(HiH. 7 
70;; . n 
7 17 .(; 
(;8(; . 0 
Ul5 . 2 
17li . ;; 
2 I1l . ;; 

JIM(j 
- - -

Q90 . ;; 
:l;;I . !l 
:3'.?1 . (; 
:17 1. '.? 
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SOCf A L CON D I TIO,\'S 

E CONOillI C C L ASS I F ICA T IO N , In d ealing with the housing problem, 
we established a class ifica t io n of the families in four g ro u ps : (1 ) re
settlers , (2) laborers, ( ~n s q uatters , and (4) e m p loyees . .Jforeo\'cr, t o 
d escribe conditions among them we ha ve refcr rer l so met imes in the 
present analysis t o th ese groups of families a s dift' erent c lasses within 
the co m m un it y . I n fact , the m ethod of sel ec t io n and the pri v ilc zes 
and opportunities afforded to the resettlcrs are o f s uch c ha rac te r that 
we n eed to difI'erentiat e them fr om the laborers a n d s q uatters . 

A brief d es cription of the above m entioned g ro u ps o f famili es and 
of the m ethods em pl oy cd for their selec t io n foll ows: 

L Rcs ettl cr.~. As th e term indi cates, this group of famili es cons ists of those 
to whi ch hurrican e-proof hou ses wi th sma ll fa rms hav e been leased 0/' sold. 

The procedure for t he selec t ion of th e fam ilies is more or less thus : ( I ) th e 
application blanks arc give n to th ose inter est ed : ( ~ ) th e applicants a rc th en 
inv est.igat.ed by t.he soci al work er of th e resp cdi ve co mmunity cen ters. 
The inv estigation includes sir-e of family, age and sex eornposit.ion, soci al 
problems, criminal record, number of dep enden ts, economic cond it ion, 
work record. et c. (:3) 'Vhcn th e soc ial inv esti gation is com pletcd the family 
is exa mined by th e physician in c1mrgl' of t.he rural medical di spe/lsaries. 
The medical in vestigation includes a brier medi( 'al history a nd a com plete 
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physical exam ina t ion (includ ing th e supple me nt ary luhor atory exan ~ i na

Lion s) of eve ry member of th e a pplicant's hou sehold ; U) th e com nut.tce 
consults with th e plantation forem en (lII ayordolll os) with res pec t to eve ry 
appl ication; (;; ) th e commit tee then mak es th e final selection and t.he avail 
nhl c farmst ead s are disl ributcc] hy dra wings am on g th e ca nrlidut.es thus 
selected , 

Althou gh all th e a pplica nts and th eir famili es had to go throu gh th e 
soc ia l and medi cal investigations only a frac tio n of the families exa mined 
was finally selected . From 108 famili es inves t iga ted in Pntillus and 101 in 
Arroy o, t<:ken at. random, only ~~ o in Putillns and 40 in Arroyo or 27.8% and 
3!l.li% resp ecti vely , wer e found as resct tl ers a t th e time of th e investigation. 

Th ere arc ab out .')()() rcsctt.lcrs in Lafay ette. The present slll'vey includes 
only ·17,,) becau se some of th e houses wer e vnc un t a t th e time of th e inv csti 
"'ation a nd al so because a few of th e families were ev icted just. before or 
whi le th e invcs t igut ion was taking place, and eit her no in formation was 
ga the red from th em , or th e information ga t.lwred was too incomplete to 
permi t its inclusion in this repo rt. 

The -17;3 rcscttlers' families hav e 2, 7 !) :~ m embers or an a veruge of 5 .n mcm
her s per family , These arc th e largest famil ies in the three groups of work
ers (not. including the emp loyees' gro up), which suggests tha t. th e number 
of pe rsons in each famil y was taken into account in selecting those who 
would brin g to the plantation II desirable number of working peopl e. In 
the long ru n this idea pr ov ed t o be wrong, since one of the major problem s of 
the area is th e un empl oyment brou ght. ab ou t. by th e restricti on in sugar 
product ion and th e excess ive number of em ploy able peo~)l ~~, C~rta i n ly , t1~e 

problem of un employm en t exists all ove r I he Island, but. It IS evide nt that III 
th e survcved area it was aggravated hy th e immigr ation of such a large 
number 01' famili es, many of which were large-sir-ed fam ilies. 

Alth ough th is group of families ha s certa in privileges besid es having 
better hou ses and 'pieces of land, such as pr eference in the medical and 
hospital serv ices. and 2:lO wh o becam e member s of the land coope ra t ives 
wer e enti tled to prefer ence in employ ment during th e whole year, t.hey do 
not seem to he better off', but rather in a worse cond iti on t ha n the othe r 
workers' families. Two factor s see m t o be responsible, in part a t lea st, for 
this sit.ua t ion : t.he large sir-e of th e famil y and th e ren t. th ey have to pay, 
From the information gat hered by th e soc ia l worker s a mong th e rcsettlcrs, 
th e most frequen t. reasons for co mpla int a rc : lack of work and th e paymen t 
of a ren t. The rent is low ind eed and it , mor eover, might. be considered as a n 
in vestmen t . hu tit. non ct.liclcss represents a subs t.a ut.ial part. of th e workers' 
inc-omr- which on I.he uv crugc is very low t.o perui it such disbu rsem ent. 

'1. Laborer». Th« hat.cy of each land coop erul.iv c is th e place wher e l.he 
suuur-cnnc loadinl-{ anel wciJ..(hing mnchinery and supplies, warehou ses and 
o l.lu -r ('q uipnu-nt art: loea b·d and w he-re, for the eon vcnicncc of opera Lions, 

dwd hlgs han' lx-c-n built. fot, I.he or-cupnncy 01' laborers e-m p loyed at th e 
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butey. The hatey of th e mill coopera t ive consists of some GO acres of land 
where th e mill itself is located together with all its accessori es and necessary 
eq uipme nt and where numerous hou ses hav e been built for th e occupancy 
of laborers employed at the mill, the railroad, th e butyl alcohol plan t and in 
other acti vities of th e Asocia cion Azu careru Co ope rul.iva Lafay ette. The 
hutey laborers arc selected directly h,Ythe man agem ent of th e Coo pera t ives, 
The P.H,H.A. rents the frame houses for these laborers to the mill and land 
cooperatives at a nominal pri ce and the cooperatives in turn give th em free 
of cha rge t o selec te d workers. In some cases , however , when th e worker is 
covered by the Fair Labor Standards Act a nd obtains a high wage he ha s 
to pay a rent. The proportion of skilled work ers in this group of families is 
larger than in any othe r group. About :30.0% of th e ga infully employe d 
workers am ong the ba l ey work ers are skilled. This fact should he born e 
in mind at all tim es in the int erpretation of th e data given in thi s report 
since th e skilled workers not only ar e paid a relatively high er sa la ry but, 
what is more imp ortant, have a longer working period during th e year. 

The 225 families inv esti gated in th is group hav e 1,127 member s or 5.0 

members per famil y. Generally spea king these families appear to be in a 
more sa t isfactory condition than the rest of the work ers' famili es in the sur 
veyed area. 

:3 . Squatters," The t erm squatter is broadly used here to include all those 
famili es in the surveye d area that are not included in th e P .H.H. l\ . resettle
ment program. That is, they ar c not em ployees, rcscttlers, or batey lab or
ers. These work ers, however, work in the Cent ra l more or less under the 
sam e cond it ions as th e resettlers and laborers. 

There is grea t variation in the social and economic condit ion of th ese 
famili es from th e extremely poor and needy to those who have small stores, 
shops , or ot her business activity that affords them a relatively acceptable 
standa rd of livin g. 

The :327 squa tters' families hav e 1,542 members in th em or an uvcra gc of 
4.7 members per famil y. As a gro up, t hese a re the sm alles t famili es in th e 
surveyed area. 

4. RlIIplol/ccs. F inally we hav e th e group of the empl oyees' famili es in 
which there a re included all those heads of fami lies who ha ve more 01' less 
important administrative responsibility, 01' arc clerical employees . In this 
group are included also a few families of govornmcnt employees (t wo police
men and two road keepers) who live within th e surveyed ar ea. 

The number of members in th ese 7 ·~ families is ·~ ·w or an a vcrugc of H.l 
rncm bel'Sper fum ily. 

• In Iactthes« arc old agrrglld"" of th e former ow ner s of t he Ce nt ra l who for some reaso n 
or an other did not q ualify a s rcset l lcr s or ha"'y labore rs. The ruun c " squnt t cr" docs not really 
apply 10 t hem a nd it is used in t his rep ort because so t he,)' were known in t he pla ce a nd so t hey 
were ca lled iu Ihe report s of the 1'.H.ILA 
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TYPES OF L\;\IlLI ES. As is usual, the famili es were classified in 
three groups: (1) normal families. consis t ing of husband aIHI wif e 
with 01' withou t ch ild ren , or wiLh or wiLhout other persons: (2) broken 
families consisting of eit he r husband 01' wife with children or with 

other persons: and (:n th e one-person families. 
Of the 1,101 families investigated, 054 or H(Ui% were normal 

families: l:n or 11.9% were broken famili es a nd l() persons we're 
living alone, representing 1.50/0 of the t otal number of families in~ 
vost.igutcd. Among the normal famili es there were 501 , or 5~.5% of 
th e total in th e group, that were c iv illv or religiously married and 
45:~ or 47.5 % that were consensually married. Iu the In:w survey 
7H .(j~ of the t otal number of famili es were normal famili es, 17.2% 

o , '1 ' '1'1 I'were broken famili es and 4,2% were one-person Inmi res. . iere ore , 
the percentage of normal famili es is considerab ly hi gh er in th e; pres

en t su rve v. 
. AG E CO~ Il>OS I T IOX OF FA;\IILIES, T o find out the number of persons 

who because of their age arc ord in a r ily cons id ered as normally de

pendent (un der Hi vcars of age ancl 65 years .0: age, and ove:).' a 
table was worked out to show the age compOSItIOn of the fumilies. 
Of the total number of families, H62 or 78 .:~% have persons under 
16 years of age living with them: :W famili es or :~ ...5% have persons 
6..5 years of age and over, an d 7 :~ famili es or 6.6% have nOl:I~lally .de
p endent persons of both ages. H ence, the number of furnili cs WIth

out normally d ependent persons is 127 or 11.5%, (T ab le 17. ) 
In the 10:Hl su rvey 74.0% of the famili es had one or more d e

pendents under Hi v eurs of age but none of the ages 65 years .and 
over; 2.8% of the families had one or two dependents (>5 years of age 
and over but n one of the ages under 1(i ycars ; 5.6% had two or more 
d ependents of both ages and 17 .G% had no dependent p er~ons what
so ever in them. It is observed therefore , that the proportional num
ber of normal dependents has increased, which is due t o the migration 
into the su rveyed area of a large number of families with many young 
members in them as it was obser ved wh en the analy si s of the age 

composition of th e population was mad e . (T ab le 2. ) 
The relative numbor of families with nortuullv dependent persons 

is highest am ong' the res cttl crs, 0:L7%; among the butcv laborers, 
squatters. nnd employees the percentage of families with n ormally 
dependent persons is H5.H, H~),2 and SO .5 rospcct.ivclv . 

;\IAHIT.\L STAT US. All com p u ta t ions have ber-n based on t.he popu
lation 1:5 vcars of age and over. The kg'al marriag'eahle age in Puerto 
Hico is ~H veal's with parental conson t hut mn nv of the conse ns ua l 
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marriages take place at earlier ag es. There are :3,:309 persons of 
marriageable age in the surveyed area as against ~ , 4 !)4 in 19:HI. The 
proportion of married persons in both years is (n .:~ % and ;')7.~% 

resp ectively . In 1940, ,156.4% of the persons married are civilly or 
religiously married and 4:3.6% are conse nsually married. The corre
spond ing figures for 19:36 are 5:3.6% and 4H.4% resp ectively . .More 
than three t enths (30.4%) of the people of marriageable age are 
single, 6 .~% are widowed or divorced and ~.1 % are concubines 
married persons who are living with other than his legal wife or her 
legal hu sband, as the case may be. In the 1ll :~6 survey , 3:3.0% of th e 
person s of marriageable age wer e single, 7.1 % wer e widowed or 
divorced and 2.H%, concub ines . The eivil and religious marriages 
increased from 5:3.6% to 56.4% during th e period from 19:3() to lll40, 
and the consensual marriages dropped from 4().4% to 4:U3% during 
the same period of t ime . (See Table 18 .) 

TABLE 18
 
Jfarital Condition (!f the P opulation. 15 Y ears q( .A ye and Over in the S urvey
 

Area, ]9-40 and 19;]U
 

Civil S tatus 

S urrey Area, 11),10 Suniey A rea, 11)8(; 

P opulation. 
15 sr« qf 
aye & over 

P er Cent 
Po pulation. 
] 5 yr s. qf 

age &- over 
P er Cent 

TOT.\L 

S IXG I... E 

:\f AHIUED 

Civil 0 1' Church 
Co ns ens ual 

WIDOWI-:1) OH DlYOItCED 

CO :\,C U BTXES 

s.son 

1,00G 
2,O2!) 
1,144 

88;j 
204 

70 

100 .0 

:30 .4 
(il .:3 
;j (j .4 
4:3 .G 

0. 2 
2 . 1 

2,'19-t 

824 
1,428 

7(l;j 
oos 
178 

(j4 

IOO .O 

:33 .0 
57. 2 
;j3 . (j 

4G.4 
7.1 
2 .G 

The marital sta tus of the heads of famili es was comp uted by color 
and by economic class ificat ion of th e families. The propor tion of 
married heads of families among the resettl ers is ll.-5 .2 (/d , of which 
60.0 % are civilly or religiously married and 40.0% consensually 
married; among the laborers there arc 87.1 % married, of which 
47.4 % are civilly or religiously married and .')2.(3% consensually mar
ried ; among the squatters HO.4% are married, of which 4D.4S{) are 
civilly or religiously married and .50.fi% consensually married; and 
arnong the employees, 91.ll(!cJ are married of which H:3.H% are civilly 
or religiouslv married and 16.2(!c) consensually married. 
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The consensual marriages are consistently higher among the col
ored peopl e in all groups of families. It is noticed, however, that the 
percentage of colored heads of families who arc consensually married 
among the res ettlers group is the lowest of all. The proportion of 
wid owed or divorced heads of families is likewise the lowest among 
the resettlers' heads of families: 4.2% as against 11.1 % among the 
laborers, 16.8% among the squatter's and 8.1 % among the employees. 
. The percentage age distribution of the population of marriageable 
age is given in Table 19. The consensual marriagos have been in
cluded in the group of married persons which are thus classified in 
three sub-groups: civil, religious, and consensual marriages. Ac
cording t.o this classification, 61 .:3% of the persons of marriageable 
age were married, of whom 21.!}% were civilly married , :34.5% were 
religiously married and 43.0% were consensuallv married. The 
proportion of the consensual marriages was highest in the age groups 
1;5-1H years (59.0) and 20-24 years (.52.4%) ; in the following age 
groups the proportion of consensual marriages is more or less con
stant-about 40 %. There has been no improvement in this respect 
since 1!}36 when 60.0% of the consensual marriages were in the age 
group 15- H) years and 52.4% (exact ly the same figure of 1940) in 
the age group 20-24 years, In th e 25-29 years age group, however, 
the percentage of consensual marriages in 19:36 was 52 ,1 as against 
44.7 in 1940. 

The civil marriages are less numerous in all age groups above 
25 years; in the age groups 15-10 and 20-24 years, religious mar
riages are the least numerous of all. Most of the 70 persons reported 
as concubines (2.1% of all persons of marriageable age) are found in 
ages 25 to 2Hyears (:U l%) and :W to :34 years (4 .7%) . 

TABLE 10 
Perccnlaqe (~f the Aye Distribution and .l'[arital Condition (~f the Population 
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In Table 20 the married population has been classified by age, sex 
and color, and by form of marriage. Almost half of the total married 
population (49 .G%) is white; 50.4% is colored. In the religious 
marriages, 59.0% of the persons married are white and 41.0% are 
colored; in the civil marriages 51.8% of the persons married are 
white and 48.2% colored. In the consensual marriages, however, 
the proportion is reversed: 41.0% of the persons married are white 
and 5$),0% are colored. From the total number of persons married 
in 1!l:36, +5 .7% were white and 54.:3% were colored; in the religious 
marriages the proportion of white and colored persons was 59 .:3% 
and +0.7% respectively: in those civilly married the proportion was 
44.0% white and 56 .0% colored , and in the consensual marriages, 
37.8% white and {j2.'2% colored. 

TABL),20 

Jfarried Population Classi fied by Aye, Sex, and Color, and by
 
Form (!{ ~l'[ arr iaqe
 

('01,,1' 
111/(1 
Se» 

1'01111 

.vumb er Per Celli 

Cil'il/ll .Ifarried 

NIIII/her Per Celli 

(,'1111 1'('11 Mllrried 
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Murr ied 

Number Per Celli 

TO T .\ L ~.020 100 .0 -14·1 100 .0 700 100 .0 HK;; 100 .0 

wnrne 
:'Ilale 
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1,00(; 
5 1:1 
4H:l 

411 .(j 
;iI . O 
4H.0 

2:10 
122 
108 

st ,R 
53 .0 
47.0 

41:3 
210 
203 

,;ll . 0 
.j O.R 
4ll .2 

sos 
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IH2 
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·i !J . !J 
50 .1 

<'O L OU I-;J) 

:'IIale 
Female 

1,0~:l 

4!l4 
;;'W 

,; 0 . 4 
48 .:1 
,il.7 

QJ.l 
101 
lIO 

4H.2 
48 .0 
:il . 4 

2117 
Wl 
H ;; 

·H. O 
41J.,j 

:iO. '; 

~3~2 

24H 
27·1 

,iO. O 
47 .,; 
52. ;'; 

The marital status of the population 1.5 vears of age and over 
in the survey area, in the municipalities of Arroyo, Patillas and 
Maunabo and in Puerto Rico is presented in Table 21. As it may be 
observed, the proportion of single people in the survey area (:W.4% ) 
is much lower than in the three municipalities (:n ,6%) and Puerto 
Rico as a whole ( :38 . :~%) , This is due to the fact that the proportion 
of natural unions or consensual marriages is considerably higher in 
the survey area (45 ,7%) t.han in the three municipalities ( :~7 . 2%) 

and Puerto Rico at. large (26.1%) . The percentage of civil or re
lizious marriages in the surveyed area (Mi.4) is considerably below 
that of the three municipalities (62.8) and Puerto Rico (7:~ . !l ), 
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* Th is nu mber includes iO person s report ed as concubines, 
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ImU CATIO:'\' . Ther e are :~, !)7 1 per son s of schoo l age ( 10 y enrs of age 
and ove r) in th e surveye d area , of whi ch 2,7 16 OJ' 68.4% had been in 
school one or m or e years and 1,255 or 31.8% had never been in 
school. In 1n :~ 6 , 6:L1% of the school age popula tion had been and 
:w.n% had never been in school. Therefor e, the percentage of pe r 
so ns wh o had neve r been in school has been red uced by 5.:3% since 
mso. 

In T uhl e 22 the sc hoo ling of persons 10 yea rs of age an d ove r bv 
age and co lor is presented in percentage form . The percentage of 
person s in each grade is give n scpu rutely from the first t o the four t h 
gra des and then a ll th ose person s wh o ha ve com pleted any 01' the 
four grades ha ve been gro uped . N ea rly tw o fifth s (:3n,'2%) of t he 
school popula tion had com pleted fro m one to four grades: one fourt h 
( 2,1 . :~%) had co m pleted from five to eight grades and abou t ·U )% 
had co mpleted n ine or more gra des, In the 10 - 1.J. " ears of arre 0TO U I).. b b - , 

{j :~. 2% of the pop ulation had com pleted fro m one t o four grades; 
fro m 1:5 years of age up the perccn tugo of th e popul ation having 
com pleted from one t o foul' grade s fluctuates around .J.O.O to de scend 
to 'W.7 in th e age group 40 - .J.4 years, and to 11 ..J. in the age gr oup 
.J.5 years and ove r . Inl!l:W, 5 7 .2% of th e population IO-I ·~ vcars of 
age had completed one to lour gl'ad(,s of schoo l hut th e p('rc('ntage of 
indi vidual s with th e sa me gra de of instruction ( 1- .J. grade s) was g('n 
('ra lly higlu-r in the age g ro ups fro m 1.1 y ears up . Thus, t hc improve
ment in education ha s lx-cn I'egisll'red mainly in the age gro up 
10-14 .vea rs. 

A co mparison of the schooling of the population of school age in 
1n40 and ID : ~ 6 is offered in Table 2 :~. The indi viduals wh o had co m 
pleted any school grade were cla ssified ac cor d ing t o their age in two 
m a in groups : (1) those wh o had co m pleted from one to four grades; 
and ("2) those who had co mpleted five or m or e grade s . From this ta
b le it is observe d that , in gen era l, t he propor t ion of person s wh o have 
com plet ed an y gra de in sc ho ol is lower in 1!)40 ill a ll age gro ups 
bel ow 25 years and h igh er in a ll age groups above 25 y ears . The 
di fferen ces a re m or e sign ifican t in t he ind ivid ua ls wh o ha ve com
plet ed five or m ore g rade s . In t he age gro up 1O- 1.J. yea rs , for exa m 
pl e , onlv H1.6% of t he t ot al number of persons with any g ra de o f 
ins t ruct ion had co m plete d five or more grades in 11)40 while the 
co rrespondi ng figure for 1n~)6 is 21.1)% . Cont ra riwise, in the ag e 
group 2.1- 21) yea rs, 15.1 % of the to ta l had completed five or mor e 
grad es in 1!).J.O whi le in 1n:w only D.8% had co mp leted a sim ila r 
grade of instruction. 

Schooli ng (~r H eads of Families. An a nu lvsis was made of th e 
sc hoo ling of t he heads of famili es, by age and color, and b~' econom ic 
clnssifica tion of the family. The high est percentage of illitera t es is 
found among th e rescttl crs: 4!)'!l as co m p urcrl with .J.8.4 amoug th e 
laborers, ..\.H.n a mong tlu- sq uutt crs and 14 .!l am ong tire employees. 
l\) or e th an one ('ighth ( I :L :~%) of the illit cru te white resctl.lcr s are 
ill th e age gro up L5-'2-~ years, whi le among th e colored rese t tlcrs th e 
pcrccntugv of illit cru cv in ages 1:3- 2..\. vvurs is on lv 7.1. :\) or e than 
half (;')'2.;')(/;) of Ilu- illiterate white rcs r-l.t lors arc Irom : ~ :5 to ..\...\. vcurs 
and 7 :;'8~ II'< ' ..\.;') .\'('a rs old 0 1' 0 \'1'1'. Th« correspo nd ing figures a mo ng 
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the co lore d illiter ate reset.tlcrs are ..5:Ll % and 88 .-1/:0. Am on g th e 
whi te hate.... lubor ers th ere a rc no illiterates in ages 1:3- '.24 : umon g th e 
co lored th e pcrcculuge of illitcrntes ill ages 1:3 - 24 ....ears is 14. :L A 
ve l'.... high proport ion (82 .1(;70 amon g th e whi tes and 80, 0% a mong 
t he colored) of illitera te s is Iound in ages 45 yea rs a nd over ill th is 
gro up of families . 

The percen tages of heads of fa milies ha vin g co m pleted fro m 1 t o 
4 , 5 to 8, or l) or mor e grades are :Hi.1, 17 .4 and 0.4 res pective ly 
among the rosettl ers: 22.4, 27 .0 and .5 .0 respective ly among t he 
laborers : :):).1, 2 1.'2 and :3.:3 respective!.... amo ng t he sq ua tters and 
20.7, :36.2 and :31.0 resp ec ti vely a mo ng the em ploy ees . The re
se ttlers, the re fore . have t he lowest grade of' instruction among a ll 
heads of Iumilies: in ge nera l, the y are above the ot her g rou ps in the 
firs t four grades of elcme ntarv school, but much below in th e mor e 
advanced gra des , 

SOCIAL PllOBLK\IS. Of the social problems found in t he surveye d 
a rea the m ost im portant by reason of t he number of person s affected , 
are those of illit eru cy and illcgitimacv. These problems need time 
and pers isten t effor ts t o be solve d or a meliorated a nd it is , therefore, 
gra tify ing t o no te th a t. so me im proveme nt has been registered in 
t hem si nce 10:)6. 

Illit eracy. B y " illite ra tes" are meant, of co u rse, t hose person s who 
do not kn ow how to read or wri te, I n t he presen t invest iga t ion a 
few persons wer e fou nd wh o infor me d us t ha t th ev know how to read 
and write wi th ou t ever ha ving been in sc hool, bu t t hei r number is so 
s ma ll that th e p ro po rt ion of illit er ates is p ra ctically the sa me as tha t 
of person s wh o had ne ve r been in sc hool, nn mcly S1.()% , 

The pl'Ohlem of illi te ra c;.' parti cularl y affects t he olde r peopl e wh o 
did not ha ve th e ed uca t iona l opport unities of the las t decad es. In 
the gro up of ages 10-14 ,vea l'S only 7.7 % of th e population in ves t i
ga te d is illit era te ; t he percentage t.hen ascen ds s tead ily with age to 
0:>.8 in ages {j,5 yea rs and over . Amo ng th e wh ite peopl e th e per 
cen tag e of illi tem cy at ages 10 -1 4 is .5.7, whi ch ascends to 02. 4 in 
the upper' age limit : am on g th e co lon, d peopl e th e percentages of 
illi temc;.- are h igh er ill all ages : in t.he age gro llp 10-14 , n. : ~ of t he 
population is illitl'ra k a ud th e percentage rises to !}(jA in ages H:3 

y ea l's and on'!'. As 10 Ih e total lIulnl)('r of IWI'so ns 2n.7 % alll on g th e 
whiks and :~ :)': I(jo alll on g th e co lored a l'e illitemtes . 

:\ s tudy was lIIack oj' the pl'Ohlelll of illi t l'm cy ill persolls 10 yeal's 
of age a nd Oyel', hy color a lld by ('collollli c class ifica t ion of th e falll
ilie/ COl'roho m l illg OUI' findings when th e sc hooling of Ihe 1H'llds or 
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families was analyzed, it is ohserved tha t th e rcscl.tlers' families have 
the highest ("Hl.4 fOJ' th e total , ,t l5. '2 for th e whites and 47.:~ for th e 
colored) percentage of illit era cy among all groups of families. Tha t 
is, not only a lal'ge proport.ion of th e heads of famili es am ong th e 
resctf.lcrs arc illit erates hilt in the families as a whol e th e percentage 
of illit eracy is very high, Among th e hutcy luborcrs the percentage of 
illiteracy is consid erably lower; 21.0 for the total, 15.7 for the whit es 
and 2() . :~ for the colored; among the squatters :HU)% of the t otal 
were illiterates, :HUi% of th e whites and 24.8% of th e colored; and 
am ong the employees th e percentage of illiteracy is merely 2.0 for 
th e total , 2.5 for the whites and Ui for th e colored . (See Table 24.) 

T ABL E 2.J.
 

lllit crate Persons 70 Y Cllrs Ilf Afle and. Orer, by Color and by Economic
 
ClassUiclltion qf FIIII/ilics
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Illcqitinuio), In the analysis of the soc ial cond it ion of th e popula
ti on, only persons und er 1:3 yea rs of age are conside red , The p opula
tion 15 vcurs of age and over was alread y classified as sing le, mar
ried , widowed or divorced when th e analysis of th e marital cond it ion 
of th e population was made. There are 2,00 2 persons of ages under 
15 years among th e population investigated , of which 1,4HH or 57.00/0 
are legitimate, and 1,IO:l or 42...1.% arc illegitimate, The legitimate 
person s have been classified as legalized and not legalized indicating 
by legalized those whos e birth out of wedlock has been registered 
by th e fath er or bv both parents in th e Vital S ta t ist ics Regi sters. 
These l egaliz(~d child ren have been cons ide red by some as soc iully 
legi ti mate. 

Tire percen tage of illegi timucy is highest in th e ag e grollp under 
one vt -ar (:35.0) , de scending to 4:3 .7 in age I- ·t yea rs , to -t-1 .~3 in age 
5-!lye:J!'s, and to :l4.n in th e grollp of age IO-I-t- vcnrs. In the In:Hi 
sur vey th e pcrccn tage of illegi timucv was somewhat high er (·t:l.5) 
for th e total; 58. '! H1110ng child ren unde-r one ,,'('ar of age; ~3 2 , '! in 
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ages I -·~, :~8.8 in ages 5-n; and : l :5 . : ~ in th e age group 10-1..J. ycurs. 
(See Tahle '2:3.) 

T .\BLE 2;'; 
Social Condition of Person» Under I;") Velll'S I~r Ayc. ClassUierl as l,c!lll/izcd 
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The social condition of the population under 15 ye ars was analyzed 
also by color and by economic classifica tion of the families. We find 
here that the percentage of illegitimacy is lower am ong the resettlers' 
families (:3!},0 for th e tol.al, :H .7 among th e white and 42.8 among 
the colored ) than in th e other groups of families, except the em 
ployees' families in which the percentage of illegitimacy is 10.0 for 
th e total , H.2 among the white and :~5 .:~ among the colored families, 

OTII EH SO CI A L l'HOBLE.\IS . Other social problem s of certain im 
portance found in the surveyed area are those of marital separa tion , 
alcoholism, and desertion . However, a consid erable decrease in the 
frequency of th ese problem s has been registered sin ce ID:3(i. In that 
" ear, 188 families or 20.H% of th e total number of famili es inv esti 
~ated were affected hy soc ial problem s othe r than illiteracy and 
illegitimacy . In th e present survey , 14:3 families 01' 12.H% of th e total 
number of families inv estigated have probl ems of this kind. In 7H 
families existed th e problem of marital separation; in :37 th e problem 
of alcoholism: and in 20 families th e wife had been deserted by th e 
husband or th e hu sband by th e wife. By information which th e 
social workers have been able to ga ther, and from th eir personal ex
perience through their duilv contact with th e peopl e in th e area sur 
veyed , th e impression is gained that, in gen eml, th er e is a more 
sound and whol esome social life among th e famili es, and thaI. many 
of the habits and cus to ms which arc cons ide red unsocial are heing 
slowly bu I. firmly correct ed. 

TIlE CG:\ D Il j X IT Y CJo:XT I';W:i. 13:-' th e end of I!l:l7, th e Soc ia l Service 
Section organized three conuuunitv centers at. colonias Pulmns 
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Cuatro Calles, Arrovo : F el Icita, Putillus: and Bordcluisc, Mnunubo. 
In t.he COUI'se of W:IH, three smaller units were organized at the 
batcyes of Concordia, Arroyo; Providcn cia, Pat.illas: and Colu mb ia , 
Maunuho. The direction of the three co m rn un it v ce n te rs wa s in 
charge of three socia l workers, assisted each by a c lerk visitor and an 
athletic instructor. A clerk visitor was in charge of eac h one of th e 
units at Lhc buteye s. 

The physical plant of th e comm unity centers co ns ists of an assem
bly hall with a stage, a room for kindergarten , a 1'0 0111 for industrial 
arts and handicraft work, and a ge nera l office ro om. At the bateycs, 
the socia l service activities wer e carried out in on e of the hou ses 
built for laborers, with th e except ion of that of Providcncia , Patillus , 
where a sma ll building was provided . The community ce n te rs arc 
surrounde d with playgrounds whi ch permit the neighbors to indulge 
in all sor ts of spo rts and outdoor activities, 

The centers are open to the public from H:00 .-\. ;\1. until n ::30 P,M. 

every day in th e week, including holidays . Eaeh ce nter has it s reg
ular program designed to meet the needs of th e different groups of 
the community. It includes socia l case work and socia l group work 
activities carried out to help individuals and families unable to con
duct. their lives normally without assistance, to adjust themselves 
to the new program, and to provide group expe riences esse nt ia l to 
ind ividual happiness and to the general welfare of the comm unity life, 

Social case work has been, primarily, in the hands of the social 
workers in charge of the community cen te rs . The role of the socia l 
workers in t.his aspect of the program has been to investiga te and 
study the conditions of individuals and families affected by personal, 
environmental 01' social probl em s, and t o help th ose involved to ov er
come their difficulties by making use of the facilities of th e com
munity. 

The number of interviews held at the community centers during 
the fiscal year 1n3n-40, amounted to 4,026 with the rcsettlers, labor
ers and squatters, and 2,'227 with colla te ra ls. The number of visits 
made to th e form er was '2,.'574 and 1,14n to co lla tera ls. Through 
these interviews and home visits, the socia l workers tri ed to orient 
the individuals conce rned as to the best wnv s of solving their prob
lems of income, health , work, ed uca t ion, rccreut.ion , hou sing, and 
family and conununity rolut.ions. Tl«: services rendered to the in
dividuals prcscnl ing problems suc h as th ose s ta le d above , arc as 
follows: :W7 cases of roset.tlcrs and laborers , and -1-2 sq uutl.ers were 
l'efelTed to the modicul dispensaries with the correspond ing inter

pretut ion of the findings in eac h individual ca se. Two hundred and 
sevcnt v-Iour rcsct.tlers and labor ers and 4(i squatters were referred 
to do ctors of the neighboring municipalities or to district. hospitals. 
Sixtv-t.wo cases of rcset.tlers and laborers and seven of squu tti-rs 
we]';' refe!Ted to reli ef agencies for eit her work relief or direct relief'. 
'Vith the assistance of th e social workers, on e hundred and sixty -nine 
cases of resct.tlcrs and laborers and :W of sq ua tters received special
ist s' sen-ices. Other mis cellaneous services were given in the amount 
of 1::2 -1-"2 to rescttlers and laborers and -1-:32 to sq ua tters . 

The figures above do not include the work of the medical social 
worker of th e Lafayette Hospital, who is appointed by the Cornmu
nih" Ce nte rs Sect ion . The ca ses sen t from the medical di spensaries 
to the Lafayette H ospital were referred by th e socia l workers of the 
conununit v cen te rs through the H ospital's social worker. 

The ch i~ f contribution of the social worker to th e work carr ied out 
at Lafavette Hospital, measured in terms of frequencv of perform
an ce, was the securing of information to facilitate an ad equate under
stundinz of th e zen cral health problems of the patients; the inter

'=' '=' 
pretution of th e patients' health problems to themselves, their 
families and th ose community agencies interested in them: and the 
mobilizing of res ources to give economic assistance wh en necessarv 
for the full use of the medical resources in the district or outside. 

As far as soc ia l group work is concerned, the job of the comm un ity 
ce nt ers was t o determine and provide those group experiences 
which assure as many fundamental values-fail' play, sportsman
ship, good co mpanionship , elc.-as pos sible, and to fit th e group 
nctivit ies t o individual needs . 'Videspread uncmplovment in this 
area forced on many unwillingly idle persons full days of leisure. 
The routine of evcrvda v labor in the cane fields, on the ot her hand, 
made it advisabl e f~r tile em ployed to counteract the efl'ect s of the 
cluilv routine with leisure-time activities affording variety, freedom , 
and' creative ou t let s, whi ch are so important t.o individual growt h 
and happiness. Group work programs adaptable to co mm unity 
needs and interest s were prepared for each on e of th e co mm unity 
ccn h-rs. The gl'O up activities engaged in wer e those undertaken by 
gl'Oups rcgulurlv sch eduled, and special events or ca sual nct.ivil.ics. 
AnllHlg t hc regularl," sched uled groups with definite cnrolmcn t, the 
conununitv cen te rs organized dubs. classes, athletic teams and 
spccia I interest groups. Other group ucti vi tie s wit hou t definit e ('n
rolnu-nt \\"('1'(' also carried Oil t. such as opcu-housc ac ti vi lies, special 
uc-tivitivs Hnd n t hlr-tic uct ivitics . 
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A club ma v he Ill'iefl,\' defined as a g ro up of persons bou nd to
gethe r hy )wl:sonal 01 ' socia l t ies , in whi ch the memhership is dete r
mined bv the gro up itself. During t he fiscal ycnr W:W-40. 1 1 clubs 
wer e or~anil':( 'd a t the co m m u nity cen te rs and liut ovcs of the di s
trict. Amon g th ese th ere were b oys' clubs. .voung women 's clubs , 
mothers' clubs , societies for mutual aid , athletic associations, asso
c ia t ions of resettlers, etc . These dubs held a t otal of 167 sessions 
during :n:~ hours. The enrolment to each ranged from 9 to ;3 R a nd 
the aggrega t e attendance was 1,6Hi men and l ,554 women. 

A class consists of a group of per son s wh o meet together on a regu
lar sc he d ule for the acq u isition of specific knowl ed ge , the exercise of 
individual sk ills, or the participation in a spec ific ed uc a t iona l ac t iv
itv. The con trol of suc h a gro up is veste d in a tea ch er. Ninet een 
c1'asses wer e org a nil':ed in the commu n i t~r cen ters and hutcves of the 
di strict during 1!)S!)-40, The number of sess ions held amoun te d t o 
1, 24:~ t o which '2 ,4 :~ 5 hours were devoted. The enrolmcnt of ea ch 
class ranged fr om (i t o R7 with an aggregate attendance of '2 , 4:~ '2 men 
and 9 ,2 :~4 women. These classes wer e, primarilv , on handicra fts and 
needlecraf ts , kinder gartens, and ad ult ed ucat ion in suc h subjects as 
reading and writing,'shor thand and typing, and English language. 

The clerk visitor was in charge of th e handicra ft and n eedlecraft 
classes, and t he socia l worker s co nd uc te d t he k inder garten s . The 
clerk visitors in the bateves were in charg e of all the work, neces
sar ilv mor e limited in scope at the sm alle r units. The socia l workers 
in cl ~arge of th e kind ergarten s a ttended to three institutes on kinder
ga r ten, 'he ld at th e niver sity of Puerto Rico under the direct i.on (~ f 
its kinder garten t ea ch er. The cle rk visitors in cha rge of handlcl'aft 
and needlecra ft work participated in six training ins t it utes, co n
ducted under t he direct ion of t he Supervisor of I ndustrial 'York of 
t he Com m unity Cen ters Section , The clerk vi sitor s in cha rge of the 
ba tc ves a t tended t o ho th the institutes on kindergart en s a nd indus

trial crafts . 
The total nu mber of specia l in te res t gro ups was 1.5. These groups 

held 17:1 s('ss ions durin g :IH4 hours. The cnrolmen t ranged fr om (j t o 
: ~2 persons per gro up and th e aggregate att endance wa s 1,24 ;'5 men 
and 2!Hi women. In this ca tegory arc included a ll suc h gro ups as 
cho r us('s , g lee d ubs , social clubs, typica l orc hes t ras, dramatic groups 

and qu iet. ga me s cl ubs. 
Open hou se activ it ies wer e held at the va r ious cO l lll ll u n i t ~, cen l ~' r: 

during I!)!) hours . The participan ts a mo un te d to ) ,:FlCZ m en a nd hO;) 
women with a t otal o f ;'5 .!lS,5 specta tors . B esides bein g use d by 0 1'

l l calth atul ,'> /l(' i ll- !';WIIO/ll i!: S tudie« ill Puerto /l ic:o ;i!ll 

ga n iz(,d groups , the co m m un ity ce n te rs we re a lso used cont inun llv 
by individuals usscmblcd together h,\' the desire of hea ring l.lu- radi ('), 
reading maguxinos, newspapers and hook s, playing quiet games, or 
s im plv relaxing and talking with o thers . These activities occupied 

C) C) I "Cl ( )() 11)( I' IVI I I . . U - IOUI'S nnr I' tIrem , ) , ~, ' . I uu s pu rticiputed , besideso,.')~~ m 
those belonging to organized gl'oups. Two thousand se ve n hundred 
and five hours wer e d edi cated to a t h let ic acti vities ; mal e p urtici 
pant s a mo un te d t o 8 ,300 and female participants t o 2, O!)7, The to ta l 
num her of spec tn to rs in these acti vities was 18,780 . Other specia l or 
irregu lar activ iti es occupied 2 ·t~~ hours during t h is peri od. The num
be r of participants was 1,!l:'54 men and (Hj(j women. The nu mber of 
spectu to rs wa s 5 ,16 2 . 

In addi t ion to t hese activi t ies , the Soc ia l Se rv ice personnel m ade 
1CZ4 investigution s of applicants for farmsteads and prepared 18 r e
ports on rescttl ers elig ib l« to property rights in th e area. 

The social service program tries to facilitate direct an individual 
participation in , as well as to sa t isfv , as far as p ossible, the need s of 
individ uals for co mpan ions h ip , varied in ter ests and p erson al ex pres
sion , a nd it undoubtedlv has been productive along these lin es. 
H ow profo und a cha nge has been ach ieved can no t be es t im a ted , a l
t.hough undou btedl y it h as been significa nt. 

J-:{ 'O.\'O .lIlC COS f) l1' J(),,"S 

H eretofore we have exa m ined in some d etail the ge ne ra l health a nd 
socia l condition s exis t ing in the su rvcv area a nd hn ve tried to d e
sc r ibe in a ge nerul wa,\' the developmen t o f this socia l exper imen t 
during th e ve ars in whi ch it has been in ope ra t ion in so far as the 
work ers and their fa m ilies a re conce rned, " 'e sha ll now t urn to the 
econ om ic as pec ts, st a r t ing with a gene ra l descripti on of t he b usi ness 
orga nizat ion. 

The purchase of Ce ntra l L af aye tte a nd neighbor ing suga r lands 
was financed hv the P.H .I{, A. in order to attack the probl em s of low 
wages and low co louo co m pens a t ions , absentee owne rs hip . and 
land conccn trut.ion. 

Th« mill property wa s so ld to th e ru-wl,: organized mill coo pe ra 
tive whil« part of th e land was so ld 10 I.he land co ope ra ti ves , th e 
P.H.H ,A. taking a 27-yea l' mortgage on th e fixed assets , presen t and 
Future, of III(' coopcrn tivos , at :l% in h -rx-sl. per annum. The firs t 
puvnu-nl is due in 1!l.J.O, The Administru t.ion is furth er sec ured hv 
th e fact thai all uct.ivit.ies of the coopcru t.ives III1ISt \)(' approved b;' 
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the r.n.R.A. and by the pled ge of the coope ra t ives' ca pita l stock . of a member is subjec t to th e directors' a pp r'oval and any member 
The purchase of eq uip men t by th e land coo pe ra t ive s was made may be expell ed by the Hoard of Directors if he is deemed unfit for 

possible by a 15-year loan fr om the P.RR.A. at :3% per annum, n.rembership, ha s vi olated an y provi sion of the articles of incorpora
sec ured by a chattel mortgage and the capita l s toc k of t he coo pera tion 01' of the by-laws, or ha s fail ed to fulfill any obliga t ions he mavi 
Liv es. An other $550,000 loan for 25 years at :~% per annum, sec ure d owe to th e Ass ociation .	 " 
by fixed assets, wa s instrumental in the acquisition by the mill co
operati ve of a butyl a lcohol plant. 

The P.H.R.A. also gran ts sho rt -te rm producti on cred its t o the co 
operatives and to the colonos fr om a spec ia l fund, ope ra tes a centra l 
service farm, ma int a ins fr ee medical di spensari es, and provides soc ia l 
work se rvice through the co mmun ity centers . 

Principal debts outstanding in favor of the P.R.R.A. as of June :Hl, 
] !J3!J , are as follows: 

~II LL COO PF. IUTl\'F. 

8 1.,i :3(j.H;;I ,70	 ('27 yea rs . :l% . first 
lien o il fixed a ssets) 

;i ,; O.OOO ,OO (-2,; y ears, :l % lien Oil 
fixed assets for th e 
const ruc t ion of a but v l
alcoh ol pla n t ) • 

:'l70,OOO. OO	 (agr icult ura l 10 '111, d ue 
UH O, crop a nd inven
to ry lien a nd sundry 
de b ts ) 

Total - $2,3;;ti,!';;i1 .70 T otal 

h \X Il COOI'};n.\TI \'ES 

$2.2 ,;;;, Imll . ;;ll ('27 years, s ()~ 

Oil fixed a ssets) 
lien 

2:l!l,34 11 . !)O (1;; ye a rs, :l% lien 
Oil farm eq u ip men t. 
for t he purcha se of 
the sa llie) 

lo; O,OOO,00	 (a gricu lt ural loan . d ue 
1!l40. :l'7" crop ane! ill
ven tor y lien ) 

$2, UH ,li411, .w 

Of the 18,000 cuerdas of land owned or lea sed by S ucr» . C. .J. 
Fantauzzi, the P .H.lLA. has segregated, as we have see n, ,5,500 
cue rdas for the land coo pera t ives and for subs iste nce farm s. Abo ut 
one half of t he 8,000 cue rdas lea sed by the Fantauzzi inter ests wer e 
later sub- leased by the P.R.R.A. to approximately 100 independent 
farmers, most of whom have becom e members of the mill coo pe ra
tive. The othe r 4 ,000 cue rdas a re dev oted to pasture. 

The mill coo pe rat ive owns t otal assets of abo ut $:~, OOO , OOO . OO, 

of which about $1,400,000.00 are fixed ass ets . It may issu e G%:, cumu
lative non-voting preferred stock to t he public , althou gh no p referred 
stock ha s been issu ed to date. Members are required to purchase 
one share of non-transferabl e common stock of $/>'00 par value, 
with the right of one vot e. All of the common stock issu ed has 
been paid . 

Eligible to membership are the land coo pe rat ives and indep endent 
co lones, as well as workers in the land coop eratives. Of the latter 
th er e are non e now. T ot.al membership is about :WO. The admission 

I 
In the mill coo pe ra t ive there is a Board of D irectors of 11 m ern

hers, !) elected by the members of th e coo pera t ive and two appointed 
as "P ublic Directors" by t he Administrator of the P.R.R.A. On e 
~f these !)ublic Directors is chosen to represent labor fr om am ong 
five ca~1(hd at e s se lec ted by th e vote of the em ployees of th e mill co
o ~>era ~ l ve and th e em ployees of its members. The by-laws a lso pro
Vide for the appom t me nt of an Executive Comm ittee of a t least 
three directors, with powers gran te d by the Board and responsi
hIe to it. 

The mill coo pe ra tive ac q uires it s Ca ne pr-incipally fr om th e ag ri
cnlt Ul:a l coope ra t Ives and from colonos. A sma ll proportion of the 
cane IS purchased from th e P.ll.It.A., which st ill owns som e cane 
lands. The so urces of t he cane gro und b.v the mill during the last 
t h ree years a re given in Table 2(i . 

T AllI. E Qu 
Sources (!f Cane Grou nd by the J17:U Cooperatire : l!)3(j- l,t};][) 

1!J8(;- 8 , ' 11JJ7- ,']8 1988- .]9 Source I 
1""1/,,, IPe»Cent V allie I Per Cellt V allie I P er Cent 

TOTAl. $ 1,3 17,!):)2 100 .0 $ 1, l!JG,OO(j 100, 0 $!JliO,7 II 100 ,0 
P.H.H.:\ . (l(i5,4.5:1 ;;1 , 0 :l(;O , O~W :1O , 0 nr, IO :~ 7 .0Land COOpera Iin's 3!1I,O!J!l 2!l . O M~,8"'4 4"'8 ,7\!;; 4.5 ,° 4:; , 0 Co lonos \!G r,:180 20 , 0 \!!I:l , I:; (; "';; , 0 4(j.!,8H3 4H.O 

The colonos may he members of the m ill coo pe ra t ive, if th ev so 
desire. The diffl'renee between member and non -member' co lo n~;s is 
that members, as di stinguish ed from non-members, are ent it led t o [l 

portion of th e profits that may be distributed by the B oa rd of D i
rectors, t o a proportion ate participation in th e asse ts of the mill 
coopera t ive, . a nd t o participution in th e affairs of thc coo pe ra t ive . 
Doth are paid for their cane according to the provisions of th e In
s~lar Law No. ,1]Q (1!J87) : as amended, which regulates co mpensa 
ti on to colonos for ca ne delivered by th em for gr ind ing. N on-member 
colonos number' abou t 70 out of a total of about 400. 

U nder charter' provisions th e following reserves must. be created 
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to exem p tio n from p rop erty taxes, both the mill and the land co 
opera t ives have paid suc h taxes since the,\' began opera t ions. 

I ';COX O~[[ C CO:\' D IT IO:\H OF FA ~IlLmS. In the forego ing di scussion , 
a n idea has been give n of the b usiness organ izut ion of the Cen t ra l. 
\Ve sha ll exa m ine now th e econom ic co nd it ions of the individ ual s 
and families living in the surveyed area. 

GW:Il!u! W orkers. Ther e a re 2,200 ga inful wor kers in t he 1,101 
families investi ga ted, Gain ful workers a re those engaged in ga inf ul 
occupat ions, including person s usu all y working h u t te mpora rily 
uncruploved at the t ime of t he survey. W om en doing hou se work 
a re not included. Of t he 2,2()!) ga inf ul work er s , 1,2(j(j or 57 ,:3% are 
workers on wages, 57 or 2 ,G% are sa la r ied e m ployees a nd 88 G or 
40 .1 ~) are un employ ed per son s. 

Of the 1,:32:3 ga infully occup ied workers, 1,278 or !)(i,G% arc mal e 
and 4:5 or ~ L 4(,/o a re female, The per centage of gui n f' u llv em p loy ed 
p eople fluctuates fr om :38 to 5:3% in the age gro u ps fro m 20 vca rs up. 
In the age g ro up 1.'5-10 vcars on ly 17,7% of th e p opula ti on in that 
g ro np is em p loyed , whi ch is due t o t he fact tha t in Puerto Hico the 
legal working age is If years. I n tot a l, on I,\' -1- 0. 0% of t he p opulation 
15 veu rs of age and over is em p loyed , (See T abl e 27 .) 

TAIlLE 27
 
Gainfully Occupied Worl..er« 1:/ r ell r,~ q( Aye and Ocer, by .:/ye. and P erccntuqe
 

of Gllill f ully Occupied Wor ],..crs , by Age lind Se»
 

GaillJlIlly OC('lIpicd W orl:er,v 1:; r ears 
oj Age antl Urcr 

Toto! population
 
A ge
 1,; y('ars (!{ aile 

Per (' 1'111 Per Celli and orrr 
Xu mber Per Celli oj male ofjemolc 

ircrker» I trorkcrsI 
!)(i. U :I,:IO!) 1,:12:1 :1. ·140 . 0 '1'01' .\ 1. 

).; .n 11:1 1:; - [!) yea rs U:l!l 17 .7 S I. I .. :;sn 2'2:1 :17.n Hi .S '2. '2 
'2;; -2!l 
20-2 1 

,1. 0 ·1:1. (i !lS .O 20 ! 4US " .. l.!)I;;S !lS . I :11:1 ·W. I :1O-:14 .. 0 .;; !In .:; ..):~ . '2 :1:;:1 ISS :l.; -:l!l .. !l.;' (I;; '2.:12(\'2 1:17 ·1. ·140- 11 
(,t) ~; 2 ,7 07 .:1 :100 'I:; .S ·-l ;) vr-nrs a nd over 

Ga 'iJlfully (l ccu pied. W or/..ers. The per centages of ga infu lly C III 

plov ed peopl e with resp ect to the tot al popul a ti on a nd to t h« popu 
lation 1.'5 ve urs of age a nd ove r in Ih« s u rvev al'('a in I!HO and I!l ~l(j, 

a nd in P uerto Hico, accordi ng to th e In : ~ ;3 Ce nsus, arc g ivcn in the 
T able '2H. There has lnx-u a n -du ction of nearl," H.O S'~ in l lu- c m p lov 
uu-nt rat e (p(' r'c('n tage of peopl e ga inf ully c-m p lo vcd ) in I!l-t.o (-t.O,O% ) 
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as co m pared wit It 10:W (47.8%) , I n Puert o Hi co as a wh ole thc 
percen ta ge of people 15 yea r's of age and over in t he total popula t ion 
is .'58 ,8, a nd the pe rcentage of ga inf ully ernplovcd per son s :50. n. 
Therefore, th e em plo y me nt ra te in the surveyed a rea in W-1-0 is 
nearly 11, 0% lower t ha n in P uerto Hi eo in 1n:3;5. 

T\llLE 28 
Cllinfullll Occu p ied Pcrson« IS Yea r.~ and Orer in tire Surrell .:l re«, 1!}.W atul 

I!),1/;, and in P uerto R ico, I!},]S 

.Irca 

Populaiion. Guil/Jully Uccnpied Person» 
I :; J'rar.v and 0,.,., 

Totul t: year.v 
,(, orer 

% '!{ 
po pn lutinn 
l ij year., ,(. 

orer 

S IIIIII,,., 
% of 
total 

po pu lut ion 

% oj 
populatio» 
ts year.v ,(. 

orer 

S ur vey .-\rea ( Ul40) 
SUI"\'e~' Area (l O:H» 
P uerto Hieo (I n:l.; ) 

s.un 
·1,400 

1,7'.2 :l ,,; :14 

:1,:100 
2,4n·1 

I ,OI:I,W:l 

;;(U) 

:; 1; . 7 
;;s.s 

I ,:l'l :l 
1,1!)2 

;;Hi, I IS 

22 ,4 

I 
40 .0 

27 . 1 '17. 8 
'.2!).D ;;0 . D 

(lcc u po i ion» an d rVaf/e Rates, The total number of wage ea rne rs 
is I ,Q6(j , of whic h lH 9 or' 7:3, 0% a re unsk illed la borers and :n7 or 
25 .0% are skilled or semi-ski lled lab orers , Of t he unemployed per
sons, 85D OJ' 98 .8% a re un skilled la borer s , and 10 , 01' 1.2% are skilled 
lab or er s , T herefore, there a re 1,808 unski lled and :327 sk illed labor
ers in th e su rveyed area, The proportion of sk illed an d unsk illed 
worke rs in 1!):16 was 20.0% and 80,0% rcspec tivelv . 

T he re has been an inc rease of '27,'2 % in the to tal nu mber of work 
e rs em p lovr-d in 10·J.O (I,'2{j{j) as co m pared wit h 1!):W (lH)5) . The 
increase in the ski lled workers is .5 D.:3 % and l!) ,2% in t he unsk illed , 
I I should he ex pla ined , how ever, t ha La lthough t he ma jo r part of the 
ski llr«] laborers work for t he coope ra tives , t he re a re a few of them 
workin g in the d ifferent proj ec ts of th e P .R,R,..\ . 

:\ea d ." four fifth s (7ll.:3% ) of the worker s ea rn a d ail y wage of *1.00 to $1AD; only -1- .2% ea I'll less tha n $ 1.00 a nd abou t J(U)% earn 
a dail ,\' wage 1'(\ t.c of $ 1.50 a nd over, M os t of th e un skill ed laborers 
(8! D 0 1' 0'2,0% ) eurn wage ru tc s from $1.00 t o $ 1,40. Among l.lu
sk illed labor( '!'s 11(' :11'1." two fift.hs ( ~Hl , 7cy,) ) ea rn a dail,\' W 1W(' rate of 
, • b 

,'1.00 to ~ 1 ,4 0 nnr] 1110 1'( ' titan half ( 5 : l. D (~) ) ea r n wages of * 1.50 and 
OV(' I', 

Co mpari ng th o rates ill 10-1-0 with l hos« of l!l:W a su hstan t ia l in
c r cnsr - in the d:lil.,· wage ra tes is observed . In l!l:W 11,4 % of t.lu
worke-rs eu rn e«] wag('s und er *0 .7;3 pel' d av , ;jO. I(./o cnrru-d wages Irorn 
75 to 00 ('ell ts and th e rcmuindor : ; ~ ,4 (.10 ('a med wages of $ 1.00 or 
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more. The mean daily wage rate, all workers com prised , was !)(j.4 
cen ts and t he m od al, 8;'5 cen ts in 1ll:H>. In Hl40 the mean wage rate 
is $ 1.1!> and th e modal wage rate $1.00 per day , the t otal num
ber of workers consi de re d . The mcun wage rate for reset tlers, labor
ers and sq uatters is $1.11, $1. 22 and $1.2B resp ectively. 

The coope rat ives pay th e wage rates specified in the Collective 
Agreem ent between the Sugar Producers Association and the labor
ers organ ized under the Federacion Libre de los Trabajadore« de 
Pu erto R1:CO, affiliated with t he Am eri can F ed eration of Labor . Ac
co rd ing to this agreem ent t he daily wa ge rates ' in cult iva t ion a nd 
harvesting range from $ 1.00 to $1.45 in 1!>:Hl . W orkers in fa ctory , 
railroads, etc . earn wages ranging from $1.0.5 to $:~ . 15 per day. 

Time IVorlced durinq the Y ear . Sugar production in Puerto Rico is 
limited in accordance with th e F ed er al ugriculturul adjustment pro
gram . U nder th e quota sys tem, th e Sec reta ry of Agricul ture of the 
Un ited States fixes the a mo un t of sugar t ha t each Central in Puerto 
Hi co can produce eve ry year . In the fisca l yea r ][):n -1!>38 ce n tral 
Lafay ette gro und 268, 5\}2 t on s of cane, a nd in H):~8-1B :~!l , on ly 
22:~ ,4 78 tons, a reducti on of 4.5,114 ton s or 16.8%. Consequent ly, the 
zajra , or harvesting period , was verv sho rt in 1939. 

This sh rinkage in production coup led with the increase in the num
be r of families and hen ce of em ploy ab le persons, brought abo ut, n ot 
only a grea t deal of unemploymen t , but a lso of underemploy men t. 
(See Table 29.) 

T AllLE 29 
CUII/ II /at ire Perceniaqe Distribut ion Id T im e W orked D urinq the Y ear by 

S k illed and Uns kilted Workers, I!JW and J!)J(j 

Tim e W orked 

Skilled U lls k illed 

iii\0 tu.«: l!/·IO 1[};J/; 

S lllll - Pe r Nrnn- Per N II III  P er IY u lU I'er 
ber Celli ber Celli Ler C"" I her Cent 

T OTA L 

Under S weeks 
S- 12 weeks 

I :H(; .. 
17- IW .. 
21-2;; .. 
21i-:1O .. 
31-:34 .. 
:1£;-:lR .. 
:l!l-4:l .. 
41- H .. 
· ~ H -;; 1 .. 

;;2 

317 

2 
5 

40 
;ilI 
7:3 

1:1:1 
17G 
171l 
QOI 
20G 
211 
:1I7 

- - -
100 . 0 

0 .1i 
1. Ii 

12 . (; 
IS . (; 
2:1.7 
·I\!. O 
;j,5 .5 
;;0 . ~j 

os .4 
G;; . 0 
GIi .H 

100 .0 

--
!\HI 

1 
2 
(; 

II 
'H 
:l:l 
;H 
IJ7 

lOS 
11:1 
II Ii 
1!J!I 

- - -
100 .0 

0.;; 
1. 0 
s . 0 
:; . !j 

12 ,;;
17 . 0 
27 . 1 
·IS. 7 
;; ·1. '2 
;JU.7 
5S .2 

100 .0 

--
!H I 

'N 
;) 5 

ISS 
277 
:wn 
GO:l 
(i! l!l 

717 
7sn 
SOH 
HI;;
IH I 

--
100 . 0 

e.s 
,; .S 

20 .0 
2n . 4 
4'2.4 
G4.1 
H .:3 
7G. \! 
H:l.S 
H5 .7 
SH. G 

100 .0 

- - -
7!Hi 

-
(; 

2l:l 
:Hi 
7;; 

L; n 
:IGG 
(h!2 
HHII 
7 1,) 
711) 
71)(; 

--
WO.O 

-
O,S 
2 .S 
4 .,; 
n .4 

W .!l 
45 .!l 
7S . 1 
Hii . ;; 
S!J.H 
!)O.:l 

100 .0 
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On e-fourth ( 2:~ . 7%) of th e sk illed laborers worked for a period of 
2.5 week s or less in 1B40 whil e in 19 :~6 only one-eight h (12.5%) 
worked for t.he same period of time : more than one-ha lf (5/j.5%) of 
the workers worked :l4 weeks or less in 1940, wh ereas in l!):W on ly 
27. 1%, or half tha t number, worked during an iden tical period . One
third ( : ~ : l ..J.%) of the workers were employed during th e 52 week s of 
th e y ear in 1!)40 , while in 1H :~(j , 4 1.8% of the workers had work dur
ing the who le year. 

Among th e unskilled workers, 42.4% worked for p eri ods of 25 
week s or less in 1H40, whil e in 1H :~6 onlv 9.4 % worked for the same 
peri od of time ; nearly t hree-fourths (74.:1%) worked 34 weeks 01' less 
in 1040 and only 45.9% in 19:Hl. On t he ot he r hand , rel atively more 
wor kers were emp loyed during the wh ole year in l!H O (1:L4%) t ha n 
in 1H:36 (9.7%) whi ch mi gh t be attribu ted t o the fact th at a small 
num be r' of individual s had work during the dull season of the y ear 
in other projec ts of the P.H.H .A. within the survey a re a . 

Summa rizing, ap prox im ately three-eighths (:~ 7 .8%) of t he wor k
ers, skilled and un skilled , had work during 2.5 week s or less in 1!)40 
wh ile in W :W only 0.9 % wor ked for t he sa me period ; 1II0re than t wo
thirds (fI9.6%) worked :l4 weeks or less in 1940 , and on ly 42.1 % in 
19:Hl. The workers who had work during th e 52 weeks of t he y ear 
amounted to 18A% and 16 . :~% in W40 and 19:W, respectively . 

According to informa t ion , th e resettlers had preferen ce for work 
during th e whol e yea r . The analys is of th e informa ti on ob ta ine d in 
t he su rvey indieates t ha t there is no suc h preferen ce: on th e whole , 
the reset.tiers seem to have m or e or less th e same oppo rt un ities for 
work as the ot he r workers. F or instance, th e rel ative number' of 
sk illed and un skilled workers having work for :30 week s or m or e 
(H months t o on e year) was 4:LO(;70 and 20.5%, resp ectively, amo ng 
th e reset.ti ers, 42.8 % and :11 .: ~% amon g t he labor ers, :lG .: ~% a nd 
2:3.9% amo ng the sq uatters, and 6:L3% and 40 .0% amon g the em
ploy ees. H owever, th e ana lys is of t he time worked during the year 
was m ade for the 475 reset.tiers as a g ro up. Since only 2:30 of the m 
were m ernl )( ~rs of th e land coo pe ra t ives a nd were t he refo re entit led t o 
preferen ce in employ men t, it is possible that if a separate ana lys is 
had been mad« for them in this respect, a high er rate of employment 
would have be en ob taine d. 

In interpreting the question of preferen ce in employ me nt for a ll 
resettl ers the l'ollowi ng factor s must be co ns ide red : (1) Limita t.ions 
because of specia liza t ion of laborers for different types of work. 
(2) The mayordom o.'! claim that many of th e roset.tlcrs are not as 
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go od workers as ot her labor er s because of psychological reaction s 
due t o t hc cha nge in th eir st atus fr om com mo n labor ers to co 
owners of th e land coo pe ra t ives . ( : ~) The p ressure exerted b~' the 
increase of employ able workers wh o were n ot resettl crs, a nd out
numbered th em. 

A n nual Earniuq« from TVayes. Table :W sho ws t he weekl y a nd 
annual ea rnings fr om wages of unskilled laborers. The a verage a n 
n ual earn ings fr om wages, based on t he time worked during the year, 
is $116.59 per worker as aga ins t $ 1 l!) . : ~4 in H)36. The :~9 !J workers 
wh o ha d work during '25 weeks or less had annu al ea rnings fro m 
wages ranging from $8.42 t o $71.98 ; t hose working 26 weeks or mor e 
had earnings ranging fr om $110.22 t o $26:3.92 . The 12ti workers 
(rep resent ing 1:3.4% of a ll workers in this gro up) wh o had work 
during the 52 week s of the year had average annual ea rn ings from 
wages of $26:U )2 per worker. 

The workers are distribu ted rather eve nly accord ing to th e weekly 
ea rnings, tha t is, there is not a large gro up of workers having work 
during a large part of the year and a no the r large gro up working 
during a shor t period of t ime. This probablv reflect s the tenden cy to 
p rovide work for the high est possible number of workers during 
so me part of th e year . 

The percentage of workers earn ing under $2. 00 per week is 16.0 , 
th ose ea rning fro m $'2. 00 to $2. 99 represent 1;5.4% of the t ot al and 
the high est number of workers (245 01' 'W.O%) is found am on g th ose 
ea rn ing fr om $:1.00 t o $3 .9!l per week. The group eurn ing from 
$4.00 to $4 .!l!l per week follows with 181'; worke rs, or 1!) .8% and th e 
sm aller number of workers (102 or 10.8% of t he t otal ) is found am ong 
those earn ing fr om $5 .00 t o $5. 9!l. On e hundred and twelve workers 
(re p resent ing 11.!l% of the t otal ) ea rned $(l.()0 or m or e per week. 
ln l!l :W one -t h ird of the un skill ed workers eamed from $2 .00 to $'2.!l!) 
per week , another thi rd from $:3.00 t o $:U)!), a nd 11.1% ea rned less 
t ha n $2. 00, Only :1:1 or 4.1 % of the t otal number of un skilled Wlll'k
ers had earn ings of $6.00 or m or e per week. 

The average ann ua l ea m ings per worker for th e :31 7 sk illed work
ers (Table :31 ) is $:307.2 1 as against $:a 9.52 for the sa me class of 
wor kers in 1!):36. The 75 workers (2:1.7%) wh o had work for 25 
weeks or less, had annua l earn ings rangiug' from $4.1!) to $171.70 
and those working 26 week s or m ore had ea rn ings ranging fr om 
$ 188 .58 to $54 1.10. The 106 (:1:3.4%) workers who had work during 
th e whole year had annual ea rn ings of $52 1.52. In 1!1:36, 41 .7S{, of 
th e sk illed workers had work during th e wh ole year with l'a rn ings of 
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